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ABORDARI CONCEPTUALE S| METODOLOGICE

CULTURA POPULARA:
AMBIGUITATILE UNUI CONCEPT PROTEIC

DANIEL GICU
(Institutul de Istorie ,, Nicolae lorga’™)

Aparitia in deceniile sapte si opt ale secolului al XX-lea a noilor paradigme
interpretative in istorie si 1n studiile culturale a dus la un interes crescand pentru
cercetarea culturii populare. Influenta lucrare a lui Peter Burke, Popular Culture in
Early Modern Europe (London, Temple Smith, 1978) a creat o adevarata directie
de studiu in istoriografie. De asemenea, cultura populara reprezintd unul din subiectele
din ce in ce mai privilegiate ale studiilor culturale din ultima perioada. in ciuda
acestui fapt, in definirea culturii populare se regésesc o serie de ambiguitati si de
controverse ce i-au determinat pe unii cercetitori sa semnaleze futilitatea utilizarii
acestui concept. Intr-un articol des citat, Tony Bennett observa ca sensurile adeseori
confuze si contradictorii care s-au atribuit sintagmei culturd populard fac ca aceasta si
fie practic inutilizabila de catre cercetatori'. Unii cercetatori isi asuma in mod voit
ambiguitatea acestui termen, considerand cd putem recunoaste cultura populara fara sa
fim nevoiti sa o definim. Astfel, intr-un volum al carui caracter introductiv ar fi trebuit
sa faca si mai stringenta necesitatea definirii conceptelor utilizate, Dominic Strinati
afirmé inca din primele pagini ca, desi subiectul cértii este cultura populari, nu va
pierde prea mult timp incercand si o defineasca’.

John Storey identifica sase modalitati de a defini cultura populara. O prima
definitie utilizeaza un criteriu cantitativ, cultura populara fiind reprezentata de ceea
ce este impartasit de un numar mare de oameni dintr-un anumit spatiu’. Intr-adevar,
identificind numarul de exemplare vandute dintr-o carte, al participantilor la un
eveniment sportiv sau un festival, masurand audienta unui program de televiziune,
putem stabili succesul de public al respectivului produs cultural. O prima obiectie este
insd evidenta: cdt de mare trebuie sd fie numdrul de cameni ce impértagesc un produs
cultural pentru ca acesta sa fie considerat culturd populard? Daci cercetatorii nu se
pot pune de acord asupra unui numdr, conceptul de culturd populara astfel definit
riscd sd devind inutilizabil. Problema este insd@ si mai serioasd pentru istorici,

" Tony Bennett, Popular culture: a teaching object, in ,,Screen Education™, vol. 34, 1980, p. 18.

2 Dominic Strinati, An Introduction to Theories of Popular Culture, New York, Routledge,
2004, xvii.

* John Storey, Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction, Harlow, Pearsorn/Longman,
2009, p. 5.

»Studii §1 materiale de istorie moderna”, vol. XXXIII, 2020, p. 5-18
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6 Daniel Gicu 2

exceptdndu-i pe cei ai perioadei postbelice: cu cit perioada studiatid este mai
indepartatd in timp, cu atét istoricii au dificultati mai mari in a identifica numarul
de exemplare vandute dintr-o carte, al participantilor la un anumit ritual sau al adeptilor
unei credinte, pentru a putea cataloga acel produs cultural drept culturd populara.
Istoricii antichititii, ai evului mediu sau ai Renasterii sunt nevoiti asadar si foloseasca
alte criterii pentru a defini cultura populara. in ciuda lipsurilor, definitia ce utilizeaza un
criteriu cantitativ are marele avantaj de a fi singura care este pur descriptiva §i nu
foloseste criterii valorice.

O a doua definitie foloseste un criteriu calitativ: cultura populara se defineste
in opozitie cu inalta cultura ce apartine elitelor®. Este de fapt o definire prin negare,
ce presupune identificarea creatiilor de un nivel estetic ridicat ce vor alcitui cultura
inaltd. La polul opus se va situa cultura popular, caracterizati prin lipsa de originalitate
si creativitate. Valoarea estetica a unui produs cultural este datd de caracteristicile
intrinseci ale acestuia, ce au un caracter anistoric. Stabilirea valorii estetice a produselor
culturale permite o ierarhizare de natura axiologici, cultura populara fiind situati la
capdtul inferior al scarii valorice, iar cultura elitelor la cel superior.

O astfel de definire, ce implicd o devalorizare din punct de vedere estetic a
culturii populare, prezintd insd numeroase probleme. O primd problemd este
reprezentatd de istoricitatea judecitilor estetice, fapt ce devine evident dacé privim
doar céteva dintre vérfurile canonului occidental. Diana Henderson a ardtat cum
piesele de teatru ale lui William Shakespeare, create pentru a fi jucate intr-o cultura
a burlescului, au ajuns treptat sd fie considerate printre varfurile dramaturgiei
occidentale’. In America primei jumatati a secolului al XIX-lea, piesele lui
Shakespeare, unul dintre cei mai jucati dramaturgi, erau in continuare parte
integranti a unei culturi populare a divertismentului. In astfel de puneri in scena
burlesti, celebrul monolog ,,A fi sau a nu fi” era céntat pe populara melodie The
Blind Mice®, iar Hamlet i spunea Ofeliei: ,,get thee to a brewery”7. Numiérul mare
al spectatorilor ce asistau la astfel de puneri in scend parodice, precum si
eterogenitatea claselor sociale din care provenea publicul, atestd ca in America
primei jumatdti a secolului al XIX-lea teatrul lui Shakespeare ficea parte din
cultura populari. In a doua jumitate a secolului al XIX-lea, piesele lui Shakespeare
au fost revalorizate ca vérfuri ale dramaturgiei occidentale, ce nu puteau fi pe

4 Ibidem, p. 6. Stuart Hall, Notes on deconstructing «the populary, in R. Samuel (ed.), People's
History and Social Theory, London, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1981. Reprodus in John Storey,
Culrmal Theory and Popular Culture: Reader, Harlow, Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2006, p. 477-487.

* Diana E. Henderson, From Popular Entertainment to Literature, in Robert Shaughnessy (ed.)
The Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare and Popular Culture, Cambridge, Cambridge University
Press, 2007, p. 6-25.

® ,Three blind mice. Three blind mice. / See how they run. See how they run. / They all ran
after the farmer’s wife,/ Who cut off their tails with a carving knife,/ Did you ever see such a sight in
your life,/ As three blind mice?”. Cunoscutd melodie populard, a carei prima versiune scrisa dateazi
din 1609.

7 Lawrence W. Levine, Highbrow/Lowbrow: The Emergence of Cultural Hierarchy in
America, Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1988 p. 14.
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3 Cultura populard: ambiguitatile unui concept proteic 7

deplin apreciate decét jucate in fata unui public exclusivist, sau citite, in singuratate.
Insusindu-si-1, elitele au redefinit astfel teatrul lui Shakespeare ca fiind culturd
inalta si nu populara®.

Un proces similar se poate observa si in ceea ce priveste opera. De la primele
reprezentatii din Venetia secolului al XVIl-lea si padna in secolul al XIX-lea,
spectacolele de operd au fost, in intreaga Europd, o forma de divertisment gustata
de oameni din toate categoriile sociale’. Bruce McConachie arata cum, in perioada
1825-1850, elitele din New York au aplicat trei tipuri de strategii sociale ce au dus
la separarea treptati a operei de cultura populara'’. Spectacolele de opere nu se mai
desfasurau decét in cladiri special destinate acestora si cereau un comportament
specific din partea spectatorilor, inclusiv o tinutd vestimentara considerati
adecvati. Apoi, s-a considerat cd doar opera in limba strdina atingea standardele de
excelentd impuse; criticii de operd au utilizat i ei tot mai des termeni proveniti din
limbi strdine, fapt ce a dus la formarea unui limbaj de specialitate neinteligibil
pentru oamenii de rdnd. Fara sa contrazica concluziile lui McConachie, alti istorici
consideri ca acest proces s-a definitivat abia la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea'', sau
chiar in anii '30 ai secolului al XX-lea'’. Nu calitatile artistice intrinseci fac asadar
ca opera sa fie considerata, in mod anistoric, drept un produs de mare valoare
estetica, specific culturii inalte. Echivalarea operei cu inalta culturd este un proces
specific, desfisurat, pe continentul american, in a doua jumatate a secolului al
XIX-lea si1 in prima jumdtate a secolului al XX-lea.

Barbara Herrnstein Smith a demonstrat ca ierarhiile estetice nu au un caracter
anistoric, caracteristicile corespunzatoare criteriilor de apreciere estetic prin care o
realizare artistica sau o opera literard trezesc admiratie fiind determinate istoric.
Faptul ca anumite creatii rezista ,,testului timpului” nu e o dovada a unei valori estetice
naturale, intrinsecd acestora, ci se datoreazd reproducerii lor prin intermediul
institutiilor cu autoritate culturala, precum scoli, librérii, edituri, teatre, muzee,
critici de arti etc.".

Sociologul francez Pierre Bourdieu respinge insasi estetica transcendentald
kantiand, pe baza cireia se defineste cultura inaltd, ardtdnd cum gusturile culturale
sunt produse de si ajuta la perpetuarea ierarhiilor sociale. Nu exista o sensibilitate
estetica anistoricd, ce ar diferentia cultura inaltd, gusturile si preferintele culturale

¥ Ibidem, p. 31-32.

® Bernard Zelechow, The Opera: The Meeting of Popular and Elite Culture in the Nineteenth
Century, in ,,History of European Ideas”, vol. 16, 1993, p. 261-266.

'° Bruce A. McConachie, New York Operagoing, 1825-50: Creating an Elite Social Ritual, in
~American Music”, vol. 6, nr. 2, 1988, p. 181-192.

" Lawrence W. Levine, op.cit., p. 102.

'2 paul DiMaggio, Cultural Boundaries and Structural Change: The Extension of the High
Culture Model to Theater, Opera, and the Dance, 1900-1940, in Michele Lamont, Marcel Fournier
(ed.), Cultivating Differences: Symbolic Boundaries and the Making of Inequality. Chicago,
University of Chicago Press, 1992, p. 21-57.

13 Barbara Hermstein Smith, Contingencies of Value: Alternative Perspectives for Critical
Theory, Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1988, p. 51.
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8 Daniel Gicu 4

fiind determinate de nivelul de educatie si de clasa sociald. Analizind aceastd
relatie, Bourdieu identifica un model cu trei straturi: gustul legitim al elitelor,
gustul celor cu un nivel mediu de cunostinte si gustul popular. Spre deosebire de
gusturile claselor superioare, gustul popular (al clasei muncitoare, la Bourdieu), se
distinge prin absenta judecitilor de naturd esteticd: ,,nimic nu este mai striin femeii
din clasa muncitoare decat ideea tipic burgheza de a face din fiecare obiect prezent
in casa un prilej pentru o judecata estetica”'®. Acest fapt nu se datoreazi insa unei
sensibilitati estetice, ce lipseste, in mod natural, claselor de jos. Dincolo de unele
probleme de ordin metodologic, legate de faptul cd Bourdieu extrapoleaza concluziile
obtinute in urma analizarii unor sondaje realizate in Franta anilor 1960, pentru a
construi un model teoretic ce ar caracteriza orice societate stratificatd social,
argumentatia sociologului francez are si o problema de fond: au cu adevarat clasele
sociale gusturi culturale diferite, reflectate in prezenta sau absenta judecitilor
estetice? Raspunsul este mai curind unul negativ, potrivit lui Mary Douglas, care a
ardtat ca membrii claselor de jos sunt in aceeasi mésurd dispusi s@ se diferentieze
din punct de vedere social, in baza unor alegeri de naturi estetica'.

In strinsa legatura cu definitia anterioara, ce identifica cultura populara ca
fiind opusé culturii inalte, este cea care defineste cultura populara drept cultura de
masd. Conceptul face referire la receptarea pasivd de cédtre mase a culturii impusa
pe cale comerciald de elita capitalistd, prin intermediul a ceea ce Horkheimer si
Adorno numeau ,,industria culturala”'®. Realizate in masa si destinate consumului
de masi, produsele acestei industrii culturale comerciale sunt caracterizate prin
standardizare, omogenitate, si predictibilitate. Filmele, muzica, programele de
radio si televiziune, s.a.m.d. sunt consumate in mod pasiv de cétre un public
incapabil sd facd alegeri estetice. Consumul de masa nediferentiat, una dintre
caracteristicile culturii populare definitd drept culturd de masa, a fost insd pus sub
semnul intrebarii de citre unii cercetitori. Astfel, John Fiske a aratat c3 intre 80%
si 90% din produsele nou lansate nu au succes la public, in ciuda publicititii
agresive, asa cum multe din filmele lansate de industria cinematografica nu reugesc
sd isi acopere cheltuielile de productie'’. Statistica pare si invalideze notiunea
culturii de masé definita printr-un consum realizat in mod automat si pasiv.

Definirea culturii populare ca ansamblul productiilor, valorilor, practicilor
modelate de citre agentii industriei culturale pentru a fi accesibile unui public cat
mai larg ridica insa si alte probleme pentru istorici, intrucét se refera doar la cultura
tehnologicd si comerciald a ultimelor doud secole. Desemnarea unor produse si

" Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critiqgue of the Judgement of Taste, London,
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1984, p. 379.

15 Mary Douglas, /n the Active Voice, London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1982, p. 131.

' Max Horkheimer, Theodor W. Adomo, The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass
Deception, In Dialectic of Enlightenment: Philosophical Fragments, Stanford, Stanford University
Press, 2002, p. 94-136. Traducerea in roméana: Dialectica luminilor: fragmente filosofice, traducere si
postfatd de Andrei Corbea, lasi, Polirom, 2012.

1”7 John Fiske, Understanding Popular Culture, London and New York, Routledge, 2010, p. 25.
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5 Cultura populara: ambiguitatile unui concept proteic 9

practici culturale, din perioadele anterioare, accesibile si destinate unui public larg,
cum ar fi circul in Roma antica, drept culturd populard presupune utilizarea unor
alte criterii pentru a defini acest concept.

Se ajunge astfel la definirea culturii populare ca fiind cea produsd de catre
popor, pentru popor. De altfel, cercetitorii ce definesc cultura populari ca fiind una
de masd postuleazd existenta unei ,,epoci de aur” anterioare, caracterizati prin
existenta unor comunitati cu o culturd autenticd, ce avea si fie coruptd odatd cu
aparitia industriei culturale comerciale. Spre deosebire de cultura de masa, produsa
in cantitati industriale pentru obtinerea profitului si destinatd consumului de masa,
cultura popularé autentica este o creatie organicd a poporului. In vreme ce cultura
de masi este  impusa de sus, cultura populara autentici este o expresie spontani a
poporului'®, Insi, asa cum arata Fiske, este vorba doar despre o nostalgie utopica,
deoarece in societitile capitaliste nu exista o asa-zisd culturd autentica a poporulu1 care
prin degradare si se transforme intr-o cultura de masa, lipsita de autenticitate'

Definirea culturii populare ca fiind creatd de catre popor, pentru popor, ndicé
un prim semn de intrebare. Ce categorii sociale alcatuiesc poporul de rand? Cercetatorii
cu orientdri ideologice de stinga echivaleaza cultura populard cu cea a clasei
muncitoare, vizuta ca principala sursi de protest la nivel simbolic, in cadrul sistemului
capitalist. Cultura populard ar fi, asadar, prin excelentd, o culturd a protestului. O
asemenea viziune, puternic romantati, nu tine nsa seama de pasivitatea multora dintre
practicile nu numai ale clasei muncitoare, dar si ale altor categorii sociale inferioare.

De la sfarsitul secolului al XVIII-lea si inceputul secolului al XIX-lea, sub
influenta romantismului, in special a operelor lui Johann Gottfried Herder, si apoi a
nationalismului, intelectualii europeni au identificat taranii ca fiind adevaratii
pistritori ai geniului unei natiuni. In antitezi cu reprezentirile noului proletariat urban,
taranii descrisi in studiile de folclor din secolul al XIX-lea sunt imaginati ca fiinte
pline de intelepciune si de pricepere, libere si fericite, triind pasnic, in comunitati
armonioase, avind o viatd cumpatatd, fara suferinte si respirdnd cultura cea mai
autentica. Cultura populara este identificatd astfel ca o cultura rurala, folclorica,
cuprinzénd literatura orala traditionald (mituri, basme, legende, snoave, proverbe,
zicatori, ghicitori, descantece, blesteme, balade, doine, colinde, cintece de dragoste, de
catdnie etc.), teatrul popular, obiceiurile, credintele, sarbatorile si cultura materiala.

Inca de la primele culegeri de material folcloric, fiecare observator lanseaza
un semnal de alarma: cultura traditionala este pe cale de disparitie si trebuie sa ne
grabim sd culegem ultimele vestigii inainte ca ele sa dispara pentru intotdeauna.
Insa, Ia inceputul secolului al XX-lea, tdrinimea europeand poseda deja toate
datinile si ritualurile a caror bogatie 1i poate entuziasma pe teoret1c1em si a cdror
specificitate permite si se afirme singularitatea identitatii nationale”. Eric Hobsbawm

'® Dwight MacDonald, 4 Theory of Mass Culture, in Bernard Rosenberg, David White (eds.),
Mass Culru;e The Popular Arts in America, New York, Free Press, 1957. Citat in Dominic Strinati,
op. cit. g)
John Fiske, op. cit., p. 22.
2 Anne-Marie Thiesse, Crearea identitdfilor nafionale in Europa. Secolele XVIII-XX, lasi,
Polirom, 2000, p. 120.
https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



10 Daniel Gicu 6

si Terence Ranger au identificat rolul pe care culegatom din clasele de mijloc l-au
avut in acest proces de 1mbogat1re a traditiilor’’. Din moment ce inventarea traditiilor
imbogiteste patrimoniul si se face sub inspiratia geniului national, aceasta i se
pare perfect si pe deplin justificata culegatorilor de folclor din secolul al XIX-lea si
prima jumdtate a secolului al XX-lea.

Realizatd la jumitatea secolului al XIX-lea, identificarea culturii populare cu
cea folcloricd a continuat in spatiul roméanesc pe parcursul intregului secol XX,
prevalind in perioada regimului comunist. Dorinta regimului comunist de a se
legitima, in primii sai ani, §i apoi de a sublinia specificitatea poporului roméan a dus
la continuarea cercetdrii culturii traditionale din lumea rurald, in paradigma
folclorigtilor din a doua jumatate a secolului al XIX-lea si de la inceputul secolului
al XX-lea. Aceste cercetari au capatat si un cadru institutional prin crearea in 1949
a Institutului de Folclor, devenit apoi Institutul de Etmografie si Folclor al Academiei
(1963). Desi usor nuantati, identificarea culturii populare cu cea rurala, folclorica,
prevaleaza si astazi in mediul academic romanesc. Este motivul pentru care istoricii
romani au fost in micd masura interesati de studierea culturii populare, aceasta
fiind considerata apanajul folcloristilor™.

In mediul academic occidental insa, relevarea, in a doua Jumatate a secolului
al XX-lea, a rolului pe care crearea identitatilor nationale 1-a avut in creionarea

culturii populare i-a determinat pe unii cercetdtori sa se indrepte citre studierea

traditiei orale, anterioare influentelor culturii scrise si mediului urban. in ultimele
doui decenii i insa, tot mai multi cercetdtori au pus sub semnul intrebarii existenta
unei traditii orale independente, aratdnd cum, in Europa, incepand cu secolul al
XVl-lea, creatiile transmise pe cale orala isi au originea in lucrari tiparite®. Unii
cercetdtori considera chiar c&, in spatiul occidental, influenta culturii scrise asupra
celei orale s-a manifestat chiar si in antichitate, ofermd exemplele poemelor homerice
sau ale lui Hesiod™.

2! Eric Hobsbawm, Terence Ranger (eds.), The Invention of Tradition, Cambridge, Cambridge
University Press, 2000.

?2 Una din putinele exceptii este reprezentata de studiul de caz pe care Ecaterina Lung 1l dedici
culturii populare, ca directie de cercetare a noii istorii culturale: Ecaterina Lung, Istoria cultural:
origini, evolu/u tendinfe, Bucuresti, Editura Universitatii din Bucuresti, 2009, p. 191-203.

* Pentru legaturile intre traditia orala, manuscrise i tiparituri in Anglia secolelor XVI-XVII, vezi:
Adam Fox, Oral and Literate Culture in England, 1500-1700, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 2000. Relevante
sunt §i lucrarile lui David Atkinson despre baladele traditionale engleze si scotiene: The English Traditional
Ballad: Theory, Method and Practice, Ashgate, 2002; The Anglo-Scottish Ballad and its Imaginary
Contexts, Open Book Publishers, 2014; The Ballad and its Pasts: Literary Histories and the Play of
Memory, Cambridge, D. S. Brewer, 2018. Vezi si David Atkinson, Steve Roud (eds.), Street Ballads in
Nineteenth-Century Britain, Ireland and North America: The Interface between Print and Oral Tradition,
Fammham, 2014; David Atkinson, Steve Roud (eds.), Street Literature of the Long Nineteenth Century:
Producers, Sellers, Consumers. Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2017. Paula McDowell a ardtat cum
conceptul de culturd orald, independent de cea scrisa, a aparut in secolul a XVIlI-lea, ca urmare a cresterii
semnificative a numéarului de tiparituri: The Invention of the Oral: Print Commerce and Fugitive Voices in
Ezghteenrh -Century Britain, University of Chicago Press, 2017.

2 Holt N. Parker, Toward a Definition of Popular Culture, in ,History and Theory”, vol. 50,
nr. 2,2011, p. 155.
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7 Cultura populard: ambiguitatile unui concept proteic 11

In acest context, s-a acordat o atentie tot mai mare, mai ales in mediile
intelectuale de stanga, interactiunii dintre cultura claselor dominante si cea a
oamenilor de rand. O a cincea definitie a culturii populare are la bazi opera filozofului
marxist italian Antonio Gramsci. Pornind de la o clasificare anterioara a cantecelor
populare in céntece create de popor, pentru popor, cantece create pentru popor de
cétre clasele superioare si cintece care nu au fost create pentru popor si nici de
catre popor, dar au fost preluate de catre popor, Gramsci considera ca doar cele din
ultima categorie exprimi cu adevirat viziunea asupra lumii a claselor populare®.
Asadar, cultura populard nu ar fi formata nici din practicile si produsele culturale
create de popor (a patra modalitate de a defini cultura populari drept cultura folclorica),
nici din cele realizate pentru popor (a treia modalitate de a defini cultura populara
drept culturd de masa), ci din cele utilizate de cétre popor, indiferent cine ar fi fost
creatorul lor. Gramsci foloseste termenul de hegemonie pentru a face referire la
conducerea morali si intelectuald a unei societati, pe care grupurile dominante si-o
asumd, cu consimtdmantul celor dominati. Acest consens presupune acceptarea
dominatiei de cétre clasele de jos, dar si ideea de negociere, care pune fatd in fata
discursurile dominante si fortele de rezistenta ale celor dominati si in urma céreia
se ajunge la un ,,echilibru de compromis™*,

Vazuta prin prisma teoriei lui Gramsci, cultura populard nu mai este o creatie
organicd, spontand a paturilor de jos, si nici nu mai este impusa de sus, prin productia
comerciald de masi, ci este consideratd arena in care se desfisoard confruntarea
ideologica intre clasele dominante si cele dominate. Dupd cum explicd Tony Bennett,
»campul culturii populare este structurat de incercarea claselor dominante de a obtine
hegemonia si de formele de rezistentd pe care acestea le intdlnesc. Ca atare [cultura
populard], nu este pur si simplu reprezentatd de o culturd de masé impusi, ce coincide
cu ideologia dominant, nici de forme culturale de rezistenta apérute spontan, ci este un
loc al negocierii intre cele doud, un loc in care ideile si valorile claselor dominante sunt
acceptate, dar si respinse, proportiile diferind in functie de tipul de produs cultural™?’.

Conceptul de hegemonie a fost aplicat diferitelor tipuri de conflicte ce au loc
in cadrul culturii populare. Bennett il foloseste pentru a explica lupta intre clase,
dar alti cercetatori au folosit conceptul pentru a explica conflictele ideologice
privind etnia, rasa, genul, generatiile sau sexualitatea, Intre cultura dominanta §i cea
dominata. De altfel, Gramsci nu a oferit o definitie clard a termenului hegemonie,
definirea sa fiind intr-o mai mare masura rezultatul exegezei ulterioare a scrierilor
ganditorului marxist italian®®.

2 Antonio Gramsci, Prison Notebooks, New York, Columbia University Press, 1996, vol. 11,
p. 399-400.

26 Antonio Gramsci, Selection from the Prison Notebooks, New Y ork, International Publishers,
1971, p. 161.

" Tony Bennett, Popular Culture and the «Turn to Gramsciy, in John Storey, op.cit., p. 96.

28 Poate ca cea mai clara definitie a conceptului de hegemonie oferita de Antonio Gramsci este
urmatoarea: ,,Acceptarea spontani de catre mase a directiei generale impusa societatii de catre grupul
dominant; aceasta acceptare este determinati istoric de prestigiul, si in consecinti increderea de care
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12 Daniel Gicu 8

Unii cercetitori au tras un semnal de alarma in privinta reductionismului
explicarii in termeni de acceptare §i rezistentd a unor procese in realitate mult mai
complexe. Astfel, analizdnd lecturile clasei muncitoare britanice, Jonathan Rose aratd
ci reactiile acesteia la mesajele ideologice transmise prin textele produse de cultura
dominanti sunt mult mai nuantate si mai diverse decat simpla acceptare sau opozitie™.

Alti cercetatori au atras insa atentia asupra faptul cd folosirea conceptului de
hegemonie pentru alte spatii si perioade istorice decét cele la care face referire Gramsci,
ar putea duce la anacronism. De exemplu, folosit pentru perioada preindustriald,
conceptul de hegemonie ar presupune o supraestimare a constiintei politice a grupurilor
subordonate sau a puterii statului. Peter Burke considerd cd, pentru a putea avea
rezultate valide din punct de vedere stiintific, cercetitorii ce utilizeaza conceptul de
hegemonie culturald ar trebui sa poatd raspunde la o serie de intrebari: Hegemonia
culturala este un proces universal valabil, sau functioneazi doar in anumite spatii si in
anumite perioade istorice? Daca este un proces istoric determinat, care sunt conditiile
necesare aparitiei si indiciile ce ne arati existenta sa? Hegemonia se refera la strategiile
congstiente ale clasei dominante sau la motivele inconstiente ce stau la baza actiunilor
sale? Cum putem explica impunerea dominatiei culturale? Se poate ea impune fard
consimtdmantul cel putin a unei parti din clasele inferioare? I te poti opune cu succes?
Daci da, care sunt principalele ,,strategii de rezistenta™?*°

Incercind si ofere o definitie culturii populare ce poate fi aplicati si societatilor
preindustriale, fara riscul anacronismului, Holt Parker’' se indepirteaza de interpretarile
marxiste (ce pun accentul pe productie), apropiindu-se de modelul weberian (ce pune
accentul pe consum). Distinctia ar trebui asadar facuta nu intre clase sociale (un concept,
la randul sau, ambiguu si des contestat), ci intre statute sociale diferite’’. Pomind de la
conceptul de capital simbolic sau cultural, teoretizat de Bourdieu si de la teoria
institutionald a artei, lansatd de Arthur C. Danto™ si dezvoltata de George Dickie™,

se bucurd grupul dominant ca urmare a pozitiei si functiei detinutd in procesul de productie”, in
Antonio Gramsci, Selection from the Prison Notebooks, si urm., p. 12. Pentru o trecere in revista a diferitelor
sensuri cu care Gramsci foloseste termenul de hegemonie vezi Peter Ghosh, Gramscian Hegemony:
an Absolutely Historicist Approach, in History of European ldeas”, vol. 27, issue 1, 2001, p. 1-43.

* Jonathan Rose, Rereading the English Common Reader: A Preface to a History of
Audiences, in ,,Journal of the History of Ideas”, vol. 53, 1992, p. 47-70.

% Peter Burke, Infroduction to Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe, Farnham, Ashgate,
2009,p. 11.

*! Holt N. Parker, Toward a definition of popular culture, in ,History and Theory”, vol. 50, nr.
2,2011, p. 147-170.

32 Simplificand, putem afirma c4, in timp ce clasele sociale sunt definite in functie de pozitia in
procesul de productie, statutele sociale, concretizate in stiluri de viat, sunt definite in funcfie de
consumul bunurilor. Vezi Max Weber, Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology, 2
vols., Berkeley, University of California Press, 1978, p. 305-306, 932-933, 935-938.

* Arthur C. Danto, The Artworld, in ,,Journal of Philosophy”, vol. 61, nr. 19, 1964, p. 571-
584. Pentru o criticd a teoriilor lui Danto vezi numirul tematic Danto and His Critics: Art History,
Historiography and After the End of Art al revistei ,History and Theory”, vol. 37, nr. 4, 1998.

3 George Dickie, Art and the Aesthetic: An Institutional Analysis, Ithaca, NY, Comell
University Press, 1974.

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



9 Cultura populard: ambiguitatile unui concept proteic 13

Parker considera cultura populari ca fiind cultura neautorizati, formati din produse ce
necesitd un capital cultural mic pentru a fi consumate. Cercetitorii nu mai trebuie
asadar sd recunoascd caracteristicile formale, functionale, estetice, ale productiei sau
ale consumului ce definesc cultura populard, ci sd identifice institutiile care au
autoritatea de a stabili ce produse sunt incluse in categorii culturale precum arta,
muzica §.a.m.d. Cantitatea de capital simbolic necesard consumului unui anumit produs
cultural poate diferi insé de la o epoci la alta, dupd cum ne aratd exemplele de mai sus
ale operei si teatrului lui Shakespeare. lar in ceea ce priveste rolul statului sau al
institutiilor oficiale in a stabili ceea ce reprezintd sau nu culturd autorizata, acesta este
cu sigurantd mult mai redus in societitile preindustriale.

In functie de perioada studiati, istoricii si cercetitorii din domeniul studiilor
culturale au folosit expresia ,,cultura populard” pentru a desemna texte (in sensul cel
mai larg al termenului), comportamente si credinte foarte diferite, ce caracterizeaza
diverse grupuri de oameni. Afilierea institutionald si specializarea academicd a
cercetatorilor care s-au aplecat asupra acestui subiect au dus la periodiziri foarte
diferite in ceea ce priveste evolutia culturii populare. Astfel, indiferent de maniera in
care aleg si defineascd, sau nu, cultura populard, cercetitorii din domeniul studiilor
culturale sunt de acord cé nu se poate vorbi de o culturd populari decat dupa revolutia
industriala. Industrializarea si urbanizarea au dus la mutatii profunde in ?lan economic
si social, ce au avut ca efect crearea unei culturi specifice claselor de jos™.

Istoricii au identificat insi aceste fenomene culturale si in perioadele anterioare
revolutiei industriale. in Europa anului 1500, afirma Peter Burke, cultura populara era
impartasita de toate clasele sociale’®. Desi exista si o culturi separati a claselor
educate, elitele participau si ele la traditiile restului societatii. In urmatoarele trei secole,
procesul de polarizare a celor doud culturi s-a accelerat, avand ca rezultat faptui ca la
1800 cultura populara devenise apanajul exclusiv al claselor de jos, de care se
delimitau in intregime acum elitele, cu o viziune asupra lumii profund diferitd. Burke
identifica doi vectori ai acestui proces de dislocare a culturii populare: atacurile
convergente ale Bisericii, autoritatilor civile, elitei sociale si intelectuale, institutiilor de
invatimant, motivate de dorinta unei reforme religioase si morale, precum si
transformirile produse de alfabetizare, dezvoltarea relatiilor capitaliste, revolutia
stiintificd si aparitia unei societiti a moravurilor. La inceputul secolului al XIX-lea,
distanta intre cele doua culturi devenise atdt de mare, incét elitele au fost nevoite sa
redescopere cultura populard, adunand povesti, cantece si credinte populare ce li se
pareau vechi si exotice, apartinind unei lumi ce le era cu totul straina”’.

Desi aceasta analizi a felului in care cultura populara a fost dislocatd in urma
atacurilor elitelor a fost validata de unii cercetétori, multi au criticat insd cronologia
si intensitatea schimbirilor ce au avut loc in perioada 1500-1800. In primul rind,

3% Raymond Williams, Culture and Society: 1780-1950, New York, Anchor Books, 1960, p. v;
John Storey, op. cit., p. 12-13.
3 Prin cultura populard Burke intelege cultura ,,0amenilor obignuiti”, mestesugari, tarani si
toate categoriile sociale n afara elitelor, inclusiv femeile, copiii, ciobanii, marinarii, cersetorii etc.
37 Peter Burke, op.cit., cap. 9: ,,Popular Culture and Social Change”, p. 335-386.
https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



14 Daniel Gicu 10

trebuie mentionat ca atacurile asupra culturii populare nu au avut o intensitate
constantd in perioada 1500-1800. Apoi, chiar si in perioadele in care acestea au fost
cele mai intense, nu trebuie sd presupunem ca toate categoriile de elite erau ostile
culturii populare. Mai mult, ostilitatea fata de cultura traditionald nu a fost apanajul
exclusiv al elitelor. Unele dintre cele mai agresive incercéri de a reforma cultura
populari au venit de la membrii claselor de mijloc, iar preocupéri pentru o reforma
morald au existat chiar si in rAndul claselor inferioare. Aceste preocupdri au facut
pe unii cercetatori sa se indoiasca de faptul cé ,,reformarea” culturii populare a fost
in mod esential opera elitelor. Totusi, analiza duratei lungi, este de parere Peter
Burke, arati ca initiativa acestor ,,reforme” a pornit de la nivelul elitelor, inainte de
a se raspandi si in celelalte paturi ale societatii, ca parte a procesului de civilizare
(cu referire la opera lui Norbert Elias) sau de disciplinare (cu referire la lucrérile lui
Michel Foucault) a societatii®.

Unii istorici considerd ca Burke a exagerat intensitatea mutatiilor suferite in
aceastd perioada. Practici §i credinte mai vechi au rezistat in unele zone si in
secolul al XIX-lea, desi simpla lor atestare formald nu implica §i o continuitate in
ce priveste functiile si semnificatiile acestora®. Incercand si identifice manierele in
care istoricii au explicat schimbarile culturale ce au avut loc in perioada 1500-
1800, Tim Harris identifica o tendintd de a considera cultura populara ca o victima
a atacurilor venite din partea elitelor, erodandu-se sub efectul schimbarilor sociale,
economice si culturale. Istoricii interesati de schimbarile culturale pe termen lung isi
incep demersul identificand cultura popular3 aga cum era inainte ca aceste schimban si
isi producd efectul, sd zicem anul 1500, pentru ca apoi sd marcheze credintele si
practicile ce s-au pierdut. Conform unei asemenea abordiri, aria de cuprindere a
culturii populare pare intotdeauna ci se micsoreazi''. Ar trebui insi si considerim
cultura nu ca o structur, ci ca un proces, intr-o continud adaptare la noile circumstante.
Unele practici §i obiceiuri mai vechi au disparut, intr-o lume in schimbare, fiind
abandonate in mod voit de clasele de jos. Altele au disparut, in urma atacurilor din
partea claselor superioare, pentru cd oamenii de rdnd nu au simtit nevoia si opuni
rezistentd. Pe de altd parte insd, in ciuda schimbarilor economice si sociale si a
atacurilor de sus, acele obiceiuri si practici care serveau in continuare o functie bine
definita au fost aparate cu inversunare, iar credintele ce confereau sens vietii de zi cu zi
au fost fost pastrate cu incdpatinare de citre clasele de jos*.

* Pentru o periodizare a acestui proces in Anglia vezi Robert W. Malcolmson, Popular
Recreations in English Society, 1700-1850, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1973.

% Peter Burke, op.cir., siurm., p. 11.

““Robert D. Storch, Introduction: Persistence and Change in Nineteenth-century Popular
Culture, in Robert D. Storch (ed.), Popular Culture and Custom in Nineteenth-century England,
London and New York, Routledge, 2016, p. 1-19.

' Tim Harris, Problematising Popular Culture, in Tim Harris (ed.), Popular Culture in
England, c. 1500-1850, Basingstoke, Macmillan, 1995, p. 23.

42 Gareth Stedman Jones, Languages of Class-Studies in English Working-Class History,
18321982, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996, p. 88-89; Robert Storch, op. cit., p. 11-12;
Douglas A. Reid, Interpreting the Festival Calendar: Wakes and Fairs as Carnivals, p. 136, in Robert
Storch (ed.), Popular Culture and Custom in Nineteenth-century England, si urm., p. 125-153.
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Mare parte a cercetitorilor au definit cultura populara prin negarea contrariului a
ceea ce trebuie definit: cultura populara nu este cultura oficiald, cultura elitelor sau a
claselor educate. O asemenea abordare a dus la impunerea unui model bipolar de
analizd. Indiferent cum definesti poporul, exista intotdeauna o categorie ce i se opune.
latd doar citeva exemple: elite vs. oameni de rdnd; educati vs. needucati; stiutori de
carte vs. analfabeti; intelectuali vs. cei fird pretentii de intelectuali®, patricieni vs.
plebei‘“, evlavios vs. lumesc45, oficial vs. neoficial®®. Unii cercetitori au atras insa
atentia cd o astfel de dihotomie nu reflectd realitatea sociald mai complexd ce
caracterizeazd chiar §i perioadele preindustrale, cu atdt mai mult epoca de dupa
revolutia industriala. Este adevirat ca discursurile unora din membrii elitei impéarteau
societatea 1n ,,noi” si ,,ei”, gloata ce nu merita decat dispret. Un asemenea discurs, ce
prezenta o viziune puternic polarizati a societdtii, avea Insd un scop polemic. De
reguld, contemporanii aveau o viziune mult mai nuantata asupra organizarii societatii in
care triiau’’. Spre exemplu, analistii contemporani priveau societatea englezi din
secolele al XVII-lea si al XVIII-lea ca fiind impértitd in trei straturi sociale, pundnd
accentul pe importanta paturilor de mijloc, formate din profesiunile liberale, negustori
sau tirani nstariti**. Acelasi lucru se poate afirma si despre starea a treia, in Franta
celei de a doua jumatati a secolului al XVIII-lea®.

Unii istorici au adus in favoarea sistemului bipolar de analiza argumentul c,
din punct de vedere cultural, aceste paturi de mijloc se identificau cu valorile
elitelor”. Este adevarat ca paturile de mijloc s-au delimitat adesea din punct de
vedere social si cultural de cei situati sub ei in ierarhia sociald, criticindu-le obiceiurile
si traditiile si incercdnd sa imite comportamentele claselor superioare. Aceasta nu
inseamna insa ca oriunde si oricind clasele de mijloc s-au identificat cu valorile
culturale ale elitelor. Valorizarea spiritului intreprinzitor, a cumpétirii, criticarea
cheltuielilor pentru lux si a risipei aratd dorinta paturilor de mijloc de a-si defini un
sistem de valori specific, distinct de cel al poporului de rdnd, dar si de cel al elitelor
aristocratice'.

3 Highbrow vs. Lowbrow™, Lawrence W. Levine, op. cit.

“E Pp. Thompson, Patrician society, plebeian culture, in ,Journal of Social History”, vol. 7,
nr. 4, 1974, p. 382405

4 Godly vs. wordly”, Alexandra Walsam, The godly and popular culture, in John Coffey,
Paul C. H. Lim (eds.) The Cambridge Companion to Puritanism, Cambridge, Cambridge University
Press, 2008, p. 277-293.

6 Mihail Bahtin, Francois Rabelais si cultura populard in Evul Mediu si in Renastere,
Bucure‘?ti, Univers, 1974.

" David Cressy, Describing the Social Order of Elizabethan England, in ,Literature and
History”, vol. 111, 1976, p. 29-44.

* Demograful englez de la sfarsitul secolului al XVII-lea, Gregory King, impartea societatea
engleza in 24 de ranguri, titluri si calificari, care puteau fi grupate in trei ,,clase sociale” mari: cei
saraci, cei de mijloc si cei de sus. Citat in Tim Harris, op.cit., p. 15.

“® Vezi brosura abatelui Sieyés, Qu'est-ce que le tiers état? (1789).

“E. P. Thompson, Customs in Common, London, Penguin Books, 1993, p. 56.

3! John Rule, Albion's People: English Society 1714—1815, London and New York, Routledge,
1992, p. 85-91. Vezi si Peter Earle, The Making of the English Middle Class: Business, Society and
Family Life in London, 16601730, Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of California Press, 1989.
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O alta opozitie des uzitatd pentru a delimita cultura populard, si care a fost
pusd sub semnul intrebarii in ultimele decenii, este intre cultura scrisa si cea orala.
Jonathan Barry aratd ca fiind falsd presupusa distantare culturald creatd, de la
inceputul epocii moderne, intre o lume a cuvéintului scris §i o lume a oralitatii**.
Chiar daci rata analfabetismului era mai ridicata in randul claselor de jos, totusi o
parte din membrii acestora stiau scrie §i citi, ceea ce a facilitat interactiunea intre
cultura scrisd si cea orald. La aceasta a contribuit si lectura colectivd, cu voce tare,
precum si cantatul unor balade sau povestitul unor basme citite intr-un volum scris.
Mai mult, distinctia intre stiutorii de carte si analfabeti este mult prea simplista,
cici exista diferite grade de analfabetism, in functie de cét de bine stiau sa scrie si
sa citeasca oamenii avand acces diferit la cuvantul scris.

Carl Watkins a criticat modelul ce delimita cultura populard de cultura inaltd
pomind de la elementul religios, opunand religiei elitelor, bazaté pe textele canonice, o
religic a maselor, caracterizati de abundenta superstitiilor”. Studiind practicile
religioase din Spania secolului al XVI-lea, antropologul american William Christian
refuzd si vorbeascd despre o religie populard, argumentind ca practicile identificate
erau caracteristice atat familiei regale, cAt si taranilor analfabeti®. Christian considera
ca ar fi mai potrivit sd vorbim despre o religie locala, caci majoritatea lacasurilor de
cult si a sfintilor venerati aveau o semnificatie locala. Totusi, nu trebuie s3 uitdm ca in
Spania existau §i centre religioase de importanta regionala, dupa cum o aratd numdrul
mare de persoane ce veneau in pelerinaj la Santiago de Compostela.

Postmodernismul a avut si el o influentd semnificativa in definirea culturii
populare, cici una dintre caracteristicile acestui curent este faptul ca nu recunoaste
nici o distinctie intre cultura inalt si cultura populara®. Pornind de la conceptia
saussuriand a arbitrarului semnului lingvistic®®, dezvolta ulterior de alti teoreticieni
semioticieni, cercetatorii au ardtat caracterul abuziv al oricdror criterii estetice, sau
de altd naturd, care s diferentieze o cultura inalta si o alta populard. Analizind
literatura contemporana, programele de televiziune, cultura adolescentilor sau
cultura protestului, John Fiske’’, Stuart Hall*®*| Dick Hebdige®, Janice Radway® si

32 Jonathan Barry, Literacy and Literature in Popular Culture: Reading and Writing in Historical
Perspective, in Tim Harris (ed.), Popular Culture in England, c. 1500~1850, si urm., p. 69-94.

3 Carl Watkins, ,, Folklore” and »Popular Religion” in Britain during Middle Ages, in
wFolklore”, vol. 115, nr. 2, p. 140-150.

* William A. Christian, Local Religion in Sixteenth-Century Spain, Princeton, Princeton
University Press, 1981.

3% A sasea directie de definire a culturii populare este identificata de Storey ca aparand in urma
aplicarii teoriilor postmoderne in studierea culturii populare. Vezi John Storey, op.cit, p. 12.

% Lipsa de legatura dintre continutul exprimat (semnificat) si forma sa (semnificant); forma
unui semn este intdmplatoare in raport cu continutul acestuia, nu depinde de el.

%7 John Fiske, op.cit.; John Fiske, Reading the popular, London and New York, Routledge, 2000.

38 Stuart Hall, Tony Jefferson (eds.), Resistance through Rituals: Youth Subcultures in Post-
War Britain, London and New York, Routledge, 2002.

Zz Dick Hebdige, Subculture: The Meaning of Style, London and New York, Routledge, 2002.

Janice Radway, Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy, and the Popular Literature,
Chapel Hill and London, University of North Carolina Press, 1991.
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multi altii, au demonstrat ca orice consum cultural presupune atribuirea de catre
consumatori a unei semnificatii produsului sau comportamentului cultural consumat,
diferita de cea atribuitd acestora de catre producitorii lor. Istorici precum Natalie
Zemon Davis®', Michel de Certeau® si Roger Chartier® au aritat cum clasele de
jos si-au nsusit produse culturale sau practici ale elitelor, adaptdndu-le propriilor
scopuri. Potrivit acestor istorici, este inutil, asadar, s incercam sa identificim cultura
populard pomind de la distributia specifica a unor produse culturale, cum ar fi cartile,
cédci, in practica cotidiand, aceste produse au fost insusite si adaptate propriilor
nevoi de grupuri sociale diferite, de la nobili si clerici, la mestesugari i tarani.

Modelul insusini unui produs cultural si al adaptarii acestuia conform propriilor
nevoi nu explicd insd motivele pentru care un anumit grup social isi insuseste in
mod diferit diverse produse culturale. Peter Burke considerd ci, pentru a intelege
modalitatea in care un anumit grup social intelege lumea, avem nevoie de alte
concepte teoretice™.

Aceastd tendintd a istoricilor de a identifica o viziune asupra lumii specifica
diferitelor grupuri sociale 1si are radacinile 1n incercérile antropologilor de a considera
cultura ca un ,,ansamblu inchegat™®, un sistem de credinte cu o coerentd interni, ce
forma, potrivit lui Mary Douglas, ,,un univers simbolic omogen™®. In studiul siu
privind cultura populara din Franta epocii moderne, Robert Muchembled insista asupra
necesitatii de a cauta coerenta internd a sistemului specific culturii populare prin care
lumii inconjuritoare i se atribuie semnificatii®’. De multe ori insi, omogenitatea
culturala a unui grup social este rezultatul proiectiei cercetatorului asupra obiectului de
studiu. Analizdnd credintele lumii rurale engleze din secolul al XIX-lea, Bob
Bushaway a aratat ¢ nu toti taranii aderau la acelasi sistem de valori®®. Treptat,
istoricii ultimelor doud@ decenii au inceput sd-si insuseascd noua paradigmi
epistemologicd din antropologie, ce pune accentul pe diversitatea culturald a
societatilor preindustriale — cu atdt mai mult a celor contemporane — si pe
contributia activa a indivizilor in articularea semnificatiilor. Poate cid un asemenea

 Natalie Zemon Davis, Society and Culture in Early Modern France, Stanford, Stanford
University Press, 1975, in special eseurile ,,The Reasons of Misrule”, p. 97-123 si “Printing and the
People”, p. 189-226.

%2 Michel de Certeau, L'invention du quotidien, tome 1: ,,Arts de faire”, Paris, Gallimard, 1990.

% Roger Chartier, Culture as Appropriation: Popular Cultural Uses in Early Modern France,
in Steven L. Kaplan (ed.), Understanding Popular Culture: Europe from the Middle Ages to the
Nineteenth Century, Berlin, Mouton, 1984, p. 229-254.

% peter Burke, op. cit., p. 14.

% Bronislaw Malinowski, 4 Scientific Theory of Culture and Other Essays, New York, Oxford
University Press, 1960, p. 38.

% Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo,
London and New York. Routledge, 2001, p. 70.

47 Robert Muchembled, Culture populaire et culture des élites dans la France moderne, XV°—
XVIIF siécles, Paris, Flammarion, 1977.

% Bob Bushaway, ,, Tacit, Unsuspected, but still Implicit Faith”: Alternative Belief in
Nineteenth-Century Rural England, in Tim Harris (ed.), Popular Culture in England, c. 1500-1850,
$i urm., p. 189-215.
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demers va oferi istoricilor solutia pentru dificultatile metodologice ridicate de
identificarea grupurilor sociale ce confera semnificatii unui ansamblu de creatii si
comportamente invatate.

In studierea culturii, istoricii nu ar trebui si porneasca de la un anumit grup
social, identificand si analizdnd produsele culturale si comportamentele specifice
comunititii respective. Punctul de plecare poate fi reprezentat de un comportament
sau produs cultural, pe care analiza istorica si il localizeze intr-un sistem de relatii:
Cine l-a produs? Cine 1l transmite? Cine il aude, citeste, imitd? Si ce retea de
semnificatii se creeazi in jurul acestuia? Astfel, oferind raspunsuri la aceste intrebari,
istoricii pot evita ambiguitdtile, parte din ele prezentate in articolul de fat3, la care
di nastere incercarea de a asocia un set de creatii si comportamente unui anume
grup social.

POPULAR CULTURE: THE AMBIGUITY OF A PROTEIC CONCEPT
Abstract

The phrase “popular culture” is used by historians of different periods to denote radically
different things. This article is trying to offer a survey of the most common definitions of popular
culture offered by both historians and theorists in cultural studies. It reveals that most definitions
either suffer from a bias towards present-day points of view and cannot be applied to pre-industrial
and pre-capitalist societies, or have methodological and conceptual problems. Historians can
overcome these difficulties by starting their analysis not with a community, or some institution or
form of behaviour known to be part of that community, but with a cultural artefact, trying to locate it
in a network of relationships and assess its meaning.

Keywords: popular culture; mass culture; popular religion; cultural consumption; cultural appropriation.
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DIGITIZING THE WALLACHIAN CENSUS FORMS OF 1838.
THE FIRST POPULATION SAMPLES OF THE DEM-IST DATABASE*

BOGDAN MATEESCU
(Institutul de Istorie ,, Nicolae lorga”)

In Romania, when it comes to historical demography, the divide that
separates historiographies is well known. The school of Cluj, studying Transylvania, is
rightfully credited as being at the forefront of research, connected to international
historiographies and working with databases on several specific topics: marriage,
childhood, biographies, nuclear family, households. In 2017, Babes-Bolyai University
(Centre for Population Studies) launched the Historical Population Database of
Transylvania, the outcome of a project directed by loan Bolovan, and developed
with the help of the University of Tromse (Norwegian Historical Data Centre) and
other European partners. It is based on harmonized data extracted from civil state
records (spanning from 1850 to 1910), making it the first database of its kind in
Romania'.

On the other hand, for the principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia, and pre-
1918 Romania, the situation can only be described as slowly recovering after a
long decline. Fields and topics specific to historical demography are, in fact, non-
existent. One frequently used excuse for absent progress is the lack of sources. This
surely applies for certain centuries, like the middle ages. However, it does not justify
the scarcity of publications on the 18" and 19" centuries, that do indeed benefit from
the preservation of sources: civil state records, population lists, census aggregates.
Some (like the Wallachian 1838 and the Moldavian 1859 census forms) can even
be distinguished among the most detailed 19" century population lists of South-
Eastern Europe, and can, without doubt, be used to improve the current state of art.

Digitizing these sources is essential on not just a general level of facilitating
access to material otherwise available through archives or libraries. Digital access
alone can indeed make a huge difference, like during the health emergency period
in which this paper was written (spring of 2020). Nevertheless, digital format is
what makes complex analysis possible, and, with it, results that can put in motion
new historiographic paradigms. Creating databases is not just a matter of updating

* Project financed through a research grant provided from the Donators Fund of the Romanian
Academy, managed by the “Patrimoniu” Fundation; contract no. GAR-UM-2019- 11-2.9-10/15.10.2019.
'http://hpdt.ro:4080/, accessed on June 1* 2020.

»otudil §i materiale de istorie modernad”, vol. XXXIII, 2020, p. 19-83
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publishing formats in the internet and digital era, it is a matter of updating research
methods and growing new knowledge. In historical demography, and even in the
broader fields of humanities, such statements are self-evident truths and can seem
rather useless to point out. But for the historiography of the Romanian principalities,
they still outline a current need and a mostly unexplored path.

With these thoughts in mind, work started in 2019 on the Dem-Ist database,
set to be hosted by the “Nicolae lorga” Institute of History of the Romanian Academy.
It is a database designed for Wallachian and Moldavian demographic sources of
various kind, that, by these means, will hopefully be opened up to new research
methods. Initially, this paper was meant as a short introduction to the database,
followed by an extensive explanation of how one of its initial population sample is
prepared. However, targeting certain audiences called for broadening the scope of
the presentation. Addressing international (English speaking) researchers should be
accompanied by at least a general view of historical sources, their similarities and
differences to those from other spaces. Meanwhile, promoting this database to
Romanian historians means arguing for the concept of a database altogether. So,
this paper was eventually purposed beyond just signaling the release of a population
sample. It is about introducing Wallachian and Moldavian demographic sources to
the broader academic landscape and introducing Romanian historians to new
instruments of research. Both tasks are challenging and would require a far larger
space for a detailed presentation. It is why the following paragraphs and sections
do not claim exhaustivity on the presented topics, and why some aspects were
inevitably simplified.

Before starting, I would like to offer my gratitude to the persons who helped
inspire the idea behind the database. I am especially thankful to Siegfried Gruber,
who guided me through previous work and who offered advice on various aspects
related to historical demography. Researchers based in Cluj offered inspiration and
motivation through their work on the HPDT, published results, and conference
presentations: loan Bolovan, Luminita Duminescu, Elena-Crinela Holom, Vlad
Popovici, Angela Lumezeanu. Not the least, I thank Oana Sorescu-ludean for the
same reasons, as well as for direct advice.

WALLACHIA, MOLDAVIA AND PRE-1914 ROMANIA:
AN OVERLOOK OF POPULATION LISTS

The two principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia existed since the 14"
century, occupying a small territory in South-Eastern Europe that bordered the
Carpathian Mountains, the Danube, and other natural landmarks. After a short
period of independence, they fell under Ottoman suzerainty and remained so for
centuries. The 18" century saw a reduction of their autonomy as they became a
battleground between the Ottoman, Tsarist, and Habsburg Empires. After the
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1828-1829 Russian-Turkish war, Russia was recognized as a formal protector,
exercising strong influence in internal affairs and de facto control during the
occupation of 1829-1834. As one of the outcomes of the Crimean war, collective
protection from several European nations (including Russia) was established.
Under their auspices, the two countries united in 1859 as Romania. The new country
gained independence in 1878, after participating in the Russian-Turkish war.

Throughout their history, the territory of these countries shifted. After
entering the Ottoman sphere of influence, Wallachia had to cede several points
along the Danube, while Moldavia’s losses were more significant. Southern and
parts of Eastern Bessarabia were annexed in several sages (15"-16™ centuries),
followed by lands in the North (beginning of the 18" century). Later, in 1775, the
Habsburg Empire annexed a swath of its North-West (organized as the Dutchy of
Bucovina); and in 1810 the rest of Bessarabia was incorporated into Russia. Wars
and geopolitics also made possible small territorial gains. To consolidate its sphere
of influence and its military position along the Danube, Russia sought to remove
Ottoman enclaves on the river’s left bank. Thus, in 1829 Wallachia was
compensated with its medieval possessions previously ceased by the Ottoman
Empire. In a pushback to Russian advance towards the Balkans and Constantinople,
European powers agreed to compensate Moldavia with a part of Southern
Bessarabia, after the Crimean War. Romania then lost this ground in 1878, when
Dobrogea was offered in exchange by Russia, linking the country to the Black Sea.
The newly acquired province was extended in 1913, following the Romanian
victory in the Second Balkan War (Map 1).

Regardless of what contours their territory took, historians agree the
principalities were underpopulated when compared to Central and Western Europe.
In 1859, a territory of approx. 125,000 square km, was home to some four million
inhabitants (32 people per sq. km). The population was mostly rural (over 80%
living in villages) and composed of a majority of ethnic Romanians, Orthodox
Christians, who shared these lands with Roma, Jews, Greeks, and Southern Slavs.

Compared to Central or Western Europe, the evolution of historical
population lists bear certain similarities, some easy to anticipate. For example, over
time, they got richer in information, performed at more regular intervals and to a
greater extent for statistical purposes, rather than for purely financial reasons.
There are, however, certain specificities.

First, they appear relatively late. Practically, it is not until the second half
of the 18" century that even basic population lists become frequent.

Second, the Orthodox Church played a far weaker role than that of the
Catholic and Protestant churches. Keeping Status Animarum books was an
unknown practice in medieval times, and even after 1800, when the Church did
start keeping track of parishioners and life course events, it was usually under the
orders and guidelines of the laic or military authorities.
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Map 1. The territories of Wallachia, Moldavia and Romania, 1775-1914

Comparison with current European borders

Legend
% Lost territory; year

of annexation

Gained territory:
year of annexation

1=~ = Territory gained, then
L — — 1 Jost; years of events

Current national
borders

Comparison with current borders of

Romaniii.".‘ — / //// //

clasi
Moldavia L

~38000sq. Km %

_.:5‘ in 1820 2 7
: in 182 e é
i / ’/‘ My
A%

AR
o Gl
1858:1878
ok
5 S
1829 7
Wallachia, ,J
“““ ~ 77000 sq. Km in 1829 1878 /
oBucharcst /
¢ 7 S 1913 \\ﬁ
0 100 A 200 300 km ‘\\\J \N\}
——:_——"_.:_ 1829

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



5 Digitizing the Wallachian Census Forms of 1838 23

Thirdly, we can note the strong influence of foreign powers in performing
censuses or establishing administrative routines that oversaw statistical knowledge.
In Romanian historiography, Austrian or Russian military governments are known
for attempts of measuring population, land and resources, through cartography and
general censuses. When military officers themselves did not perform these operations,
the local administrations (both civil and ecclesiastic) were tasked with their
completion. Moreover, institutional reforms that helped develop official statistics
were also supervised directly by foreign rule. It was following such experiences
that the Wallachian and Moldavian authorities started keeping regular and more
detailed population records.

I will expand on these points below, referring to three main phases in which
population lists were developed, covering only the timespan between the late 18"
century and 1914.

18™ century: the age of fiscal records. These were the primary type of
population lists and counts made in this century, used to organize finances by local
administration, or to survey human resources in general, by military governments.
The latter lead several important undertakings with preserved material to this day:
the ,,conscription”, during the temporary Austrian occupation of Lesser Wallachia
(Oltenia — 1718-1739°); the Russian censuses of 1772-1773 and 1774". Regardless
of the name (catagrafii, catastise®), they consisted of a nominal listing of individuals
by fiscal category. Thus, non-fiscalized persons (wives, children) were omitted.
After 1800 they become more frequent and, in different formats, were kept until
after 1900. Sometimes they were accompanied by information on wealth (land,
livestock — Table 4).

1810-1830: first major steps beyond fiscality. Some episodes during the
18" century had already seen the first attempts to record not just taxpayers. Houses
were counted several times, by Russians in 1771, by Austrians, along with
livestock, in 1788°. But it was during the Russian-Turkish war of 1806-1812 that
saw the first count of the entire population. It was not a single event, but two
separate and overlapping efforts, of different authors and in different formats. The

2 Serban Papacostea, Oltenia sub stdpdnire austriacd (1718-1739), Bucuresti, Editura
Academiei Romane, 1971.

% Lucian-Valeriu Lefter, Silviu Vicaru (editat de), Catagrafiile Vistieriei Moldovei (1820
1845), 1, lasi, Casa Editoriala Demiurg Plus, 2013, p. VIII; for source presentation see also lon
lonascu, Evolufia populafiei din Viancea intre anii 1774-1829 dupd date statistice inedite, in Din
istoria statisticii romdnesti, Bucuresti, Directia Generala de Statistica, 1969, p. 413434,

* The same term could be used for more than one type of sources: catagrafie could mean a
general census, a head list, a numeric census (per settlement or districts) or census aggregates (per
different administrative levels). This variety is also replicated in scientific publication, often without
clarifying the source’s characteristics. For this reason, this paper avoids the use of historical terms, as
to not cause confussion, and, instead, uses standardized terms that better reflect the nature of the
historical information contained in these sources.

3 A statistical survey per village was attached to the 1788 map of Western Moldavia, published
in Romanian by lon Donat, Serban Papacostea, Jinuturile dintre Carpafi si Siret intr-o descriere
austriaca de la sfdrsitul secolului al XVIll-lea, Briila, Editura Istros — Muzeul Brailei ,,Carol I”, 2015.

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



24 Bogdan Mateescu 6

Church recorded the clergy nominally, along with the members of their nuclear
family. The rest of the population was divided by settlement, by parish, by ethnicity,
and lastly by gender and life stage (adults or children)®. Apart from this operation,
the two capitals were also surveyed, this time by Russian military officers, again in
different manners. In Bucharest, all members of the household were listed by name,
occupation, status inside the household, nationality’. To my knowledge, it was the
first time that a population that size was listed nominally®. In lasi, however, in
1808, only household heads had their names written down; their co-residents were
only counted’.

Not only the principalities witnessed the first country-wide count of the
whole population, including women and children, but the 1810 census was also the
first significant statistical work performed by the Orthodox Church. In Moldavia,
the Church got further involved, with the introduction of civil state books, since the
1800s'®. However, the formalities did not seem to have gained the desired ground,
implemented in various degrees from one diocese to another. A lesser-known
episode took place in Wallachia, where vital records first began being compiled by
laic authorities, at the end of the 1820s. As the result of yet another initiative by
Russian commanders, each head of subdistrict — zapciu — was responsible for
registering the names of those born, married in his jurisdiction. However, the
project had unsatisfactory results'', so a new system was developed, passing the
responsibility to the clergy (see below).

® For information on the opperations and aggregates see Constantin N. Tomescu, Biserica din
Principatele Romadne la 1800-1812: marturii si documente, Bucuresti, Partener, 2010; For source
edition see: Alexandru Lapadatu, Catagrafia bisericilor bucurestene la 1810, Bucuresti, in ,,Biserica
Ortodoxd Romand*, 5, XXXI, 1907, p. 597-604; 6, XXXI, 1907, p. 688-696; 7, XXXI, 1907, p. 805
813; 8, XXXI, 1907, p. 960-964; 9, XXXI, 1907, p. 1063-1072; Mihai Popescu, Catagrafia eparhiei
Ungro-Viahiei in anul 1810, in ,Biserica Ortodoxd Roméana®, 5, XXXVIII, 1914, p- 493-504; 6,
XXXVIIL, 1914, p. 594-611; 8, XXXVIII, 1914, p. 841-850; 9, XXXVIII, 1914, p. 966-972; A.
Popescu-Runcu, Catagrafia judefului Ddambovita la anul 1810, Targoviste, Viitorul, 1936; Dorinel
Necsulescu, Adrian Lucian Scarlatescu, Catagrafia bisericilor si preofilor din judetul lalomita la anul
1810, Buzau, Editgraph, 2018.

" For information on the operations and aggregates, see: Paul Cemmovodeanu, Irina Gavrila, lon
Panait, Catagrafia orasului Bucuresti din anii 1810-1811, in , Revista Istorica”, 7-8, 1990, p. 705-724.

8 Previously only the small Catholic comunities were recorded in this manner. For Moldavia,
were Catholic population and sources were more numerous, see Anton Cosa, [zvoare inedite privind
catolicii din Moldova: Status animarum, in ,Arhiva Genealogica”, V (X) 1-2, 1998, p. 155-160 and
34, p. 199-258; Comunitdfi catolice din Moldova: Cleja, in »Carpica”, 29, 2000, p. 121-138. See
also: Radu Cucuteanu, Valentin Piftor, Contribufii demografice asupra populatiei catolice din
Moldova. Un status animarum de la sfarsitul secolului al XVIli-lea, in ,Analele Stiintifice ale
Universitatii ,,Alexandru loan Cuza” din lasi”, Istorie, 54-55, 2008-2009, p- 81-96. For Wallachia
see Alexandru Ciociltan, The Saxon Community in Cdmpulung/Langenau (Wallachia) According fo a
status animarum from 1646 in ,,Etudes Balkaniques”, 53, 2017, p. 394-414.

® A copy in Romanian exists at lasi District Archives (Fond Manuscrise, 1634).

10 Gheorghe Ungureanu, Actele de stare civila in Moldova pind la regulamentul Organic, in
»~Revista Arhivelor” 1, 1958, p. 82-92.

" See correspondence in the National Archives of Romania, fond Administrative Vechi
(1828-1831), file 3741/1829; see preserved records in the same fond.
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1831-1914: the age of official statistics. Another paradigm change occurred
during the 1828-1829 Russian-Turkish war and during the occupation that followed.
The two principalities again found themselves directly controlled by Russia, which this
time sought structural reforms. Under supervision from St. Petersburg, as well as from
generals appointed as executive power over the countries (Feodor Piotrovich Pahlen,
Piotr Feodorovich Jeltuhin, Pavel Dmitrievich Kiselef), the first constitutional laws
were drafted, amended and approved by legislatures in 1831 (Wallachia) and 1832
(Moldavia). The Organic Regulations, as they were called, introduced and/or organized
branches of government under different departments.

By far the most important was the Department of Interior. Its responsibilities
ranged from public order and safety, to health, education, economy, communication,
environment, urban planning. It exercised its authority directly through its chain of
command, or collaborating with various specialized offices, not to mention other
departments (Justice and Finances). The department was divided into three branches,
or sections (sectii), with the third branch (Sectia III) charged with compiling
“statistics”, coordinating the proceedings of vital records alongside the Church, as well
as aggregating their results'’. In the age, the word statistics could refer to the
science and to general work with numbers that now got more popular in
administration. In the words of one of Bucharest’s city council members:

“The science of statistics being of the utmost necessity to the public employee
who is touched by the sense of duty towards the service that he is charged with
by the government, as one who would use this science in all of his work...”"

During this period, statistics could also refer to administrative operations that
were not directly used practically. They served either in planning future reforms, in
cross-checking existing records, or simply to provide an ordered knowledge of a
territory or community. In this regard, as also pointed out by Ion Donat'?, statistics
contrasted with fiscal censuses, which were used in financial operations or
financial planning (to keep checks and balances, to forecast revenues and organize
the seven-years fiscal periods, to introduce new taxes). Another nuance can be
expressed following the formula prescribed in the Organic Regulation for the

'2 See the Organic Regulations, art. 151 in Wallachia and 139 in Moldavia, Paul Negulescu,
George Alexianu, Regulamentele Organice ale Valahiei si Moldovei, Vol. 1, Bucuresti, Intreprinderile
»Eminescu” S.A., 1944. Other responsibilities of Section III included: in Moldavia compiling
environmental surveys, developing ways to improve agriculture and administrative territorial division;
in Wallachia: the administration of roads, postal service and compiling environmental surveys.

13 »Stiinta statistici<i> fiind de intdia trebuinta prentru tot amploieatu public care va fi patruns
de datoria slujbei cu care este insdrcinat de catre Stipanire, ca unu ce aceastd stiin{d urmeazi a-i sluji
de compas la toate lucririle sale...” in Bogan Mateescu, Recensamdntul si administrafia publicd in
Tara Romdneascd. Studiu de caz §i documente de arhiva despre recensdmdntul general al Tdrii
Romdnesti inifiat in 1837, Cluj, Academia Roména — Centrul de Studii Transilvane, 2015, p. 210.

'4 Jon Donat, lon Pitroiu, Dinica Ciubotea, Catagrafia obgteascd a Tdrii Romdnesti din 1831,
Craiova, Helios, 2000, p. VI-VII.
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Departments Section I1I: szatistica tarii — the country’s statistic. This term could
mean one out of two things, or both. Firstly, the notion of collecting quantifiable
information, as described above. Secondly, it could refer to a single event that
recorded a vast array of topics, from people to economy, environment, and roads.
Such an endeavor differs from the general concept of a census, which applied
mostly to single topics. Why the exceptional and global meaning? Why record
everything all at once? It could stem from the lack of specialized institutions that, if
prompted, could provide the government with needed information. For example, a
cadaster system would offer on the number and size of properties. A department of
infrastructure could inform on the state of roads and bridges, and so on. Since
Wallachia was only then attempting to build such institutional bodies, since
statistical knowledge was in its infancy, it was understandable why a wholesome
image of the country had to be reconstructed in a single effort. In the same fashion,
Austrian and Russian militaries would conduct or order general surveys, given the
lack of available records (this manner itself could have been a source of inspiration
for Wallachian and Moldavian statistics).

Whatever the nuances and cultural transfers, the institutional arrangement
introduced in 1831/1832 meant nothing less than the birth of official statistics in
the two principalities. Compiling statistics was then recognized as an activity
carried out by a permanent official organization, destined not only for financial
assessment, but also for better understanding of the land and people, and better
governing in general. The medium- and long-term consequence of this novelty was
that the occupying military powers lost their monopoly on non-fiscal census taking.
Even though many operations were still inevitably inspired by foreign
administrative practices, local authorities could seize initiatives, draw their
timetables, instructions and forms, and in some cases, even publish the results. This
is how the vast majority of statistics were compiled after the implementation of the
Organic Regulation, with Romanian becoming the universal working language.

All throughout the 1830s, 40s, and 50s, Section IlI, regularly used local
institutions to gather an enormous amount of information, especially on agriculture,
imports, exports, as well as environment'®, The resulting archival material, even
that preserved until this day, is impressive and far exceeds that of previous
decades. In Moldavia, these efforts served to write a large scale statistical study of
the country, first of its size and complexity, authored by the Moldavian noble and
official Nicolae Sutu. Published in Romanian in 1852, it bore the title Notitii
Statistice asupra Moldaviei (Buciumul Roman, lagi). In Wallachia, a significant
step forward took place three years after the Russian retreat. In late 1837, as the
Department of Interior ordered country’s first-ever general modern census: an
enumeration of people, estates, villages, buildings, and others (see below the
section dedicated to the census).

1 . .
’ For example, several censuses of forests and rivers were conducted during these decades.
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In addition to the activity of Section IlI, local institutions began incorporating
lists and numbers into their work. After 1831, record keeping became a routine at
all administrative levels, each Department conducting its own sets of regular or
irregular surveys. Obligations imposed on the population were not only quantified
but also accounted individually. Military conscription, road duty, civil border guard
duty, contributions to reserve stocks (Table 5), and others, most functioned by
writing down the requirements of each person subjected to them. Fiscal censuses
continued as usual, but at regular intervals: 1831/1832, 1837/1838, 1844/1845,
1851, 1857. Moreover, procedures often involved duplicate documents, as well as
aggregated reports, which further increased the amount of historical sources created
and preserved. To make things even more complicated, military occupations
continued to stimulate information gathering. 1 will only point three less known
sources, made under Russian occupation. Two of them were numerical censuses,
designed to cover as much information as possible, per settlement. The first was
made in 1829-1830'®, the second in 1851"7, but I am not sure if they each covered both
principalities. Both covered, per village, aspects such as total population count (per
gender), houses, agricultural wealth, and different facilities. A third operation is
probably unique in Romanian history: in 1849, the Russian general governing
Wallachia ordered a record of all men and all houses. In the district of lalomita the
order was followed by compiling nominal lists (Table 8 — given that this source is
unresearched, 1 cannot say for sure that the same format was followed in all districts.).

Returning to a broader time frame, the decades that followed 1831 can be
grouped into two phases. The first was already discussed above, marked by the
activity Section III. The second followed another institutional improvement that
began with the union of the principalities. In 1859, during a period when the
governments functioned separately, two statistical offices were created'®.
Romanian historiography tended to overrate the event. Given the fact that it
coincided with the birth of Romania, given the rejection of Russian influence (and,
by proxy, the rejection of Russian inspired reforms) — both by the elites at the time
and later by historians — the founding of the two statistical offices is often
celebrated as the starting point for Romanian official statistics. In fact, they
represented an upgrade, in which this branch became more individualized than
previously (separated from other organizations). The offices still functioned as a
division within the Department of Interior, but not as a regular division. Instead,

'® For Moldavia see preserved material in the fonds of former prefectures (Ispravnicate)
preserved at lasi District Archives. For Neamt District: fond Ispravnicia Neamf (1828—1856), tr. 634,
op. 696, 116/1829, 141/1830.

'" A study on the survey for district Dolj (Wallachia) was published by Paul-Emanoil Barbu,
Imaginea judefului Dolj intr-o statistica din 1851, in ,Arhivele Olteniei”, 31, 2017, p. 61-84. For
other districts preserved material is yet unknown.

' For a presentation of this event and published doscuments related to it see Manea Manescu,
Centum decem anni statisticae Romaniae, in Din istoria statisticii romdnesti, Bucuregti, Directia
Generala de Statisticd, 1969, p. 7-35.
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they had their own director and tended to statistics only, not to other branches of
the government as well (like Section III). In Wallachia, the office also published its
work, in a journal called Analele Statistice si Economice, which later covered the
whole of Romania, although it had a short existence (1860-1869)". Another
improvement consisted of a territorial body of employees that these offices were
equipped with. A raportor (in Wallachia) and revizor (in Moldavia) was assigned
to each district, in charge of mediating between the central office and the regular
administration. Their obligations reflect that the manner of obtaining information
did not fundamentally change in 1859. Ground-level tasks were still assigned to
local representatives or elected officials, who answered to prefects. The job of the
rapporteur/revisor was not to perform actual inquiries, but to help coordinate
operations, transmit instructions and results. Census-taking continued as in previous
decades: on population movement, agriculture output, imports and exports, prices,
judicial statistics, vital statistics, and others. Quickly after their creation, the offices
started work on general censuses”’. Like the one of 1838, each census was designed
to include not only population, but also land, wealth, buildings, establishments.
They used multiple forms that varied from one principality to another, making
them by far the most vast, complex, and meticulously planned operations up to that
date, the reason why a detailed presentation here is not even remotely possible. To
give the reader a perspective on the complexity of the material, in Moldavia, the
forms summed up over 100 columns. It was also Moldavia that experienced a
complete nominal listing. Wallachia took a step backward and recorded the name
of household heads and the number of other members.

The two offices eventually merged in 1862 in what became the capital of
Romania: Bucharest. Until the outbreak of the First World War, the new Statistical
Office conducted three main general censuses: 1890, 1899 and 1912. On the last
occasion, a regularity is established on performing this kind of operation: 10 years.
Thus, Romania would have had a decennial census, if the world war would not
have changed the administration’s priorities (the next census took place in 1930).

Emerging ecclesiastical records took place mainly with the Organic
Regulations, which reorganized vital records. In both principalities, keeping them
fell under the responsibilities of parish priests, transferred in 1864 to local
authorities. However, they were not the only type of demographic sources created
by the Orthodox Church after 1831. Population lists also appear, but they are so
poorly known and researched that I could not find much on their origin. I will only
cite direct examples from State Archives. The most important finding was that of a
census of all parishioners, by name, grouped by nuclear family and ordered into

'® Vasile Lupu, 100 de ani de la aparifia primei reviste statistice romdnesti, in Din istoria
statisticii romanesti, Bucuresti, Directia Generala de Statistica, 1969, p. 483-496.

® Often, they are presented as one operation: the 1859 census of Romania. In fact, there were
two separate endeavors in terms of forms, instructions, administrative chain, timelines, aggregate
results (published and unpublished).

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



11 Digitizing the Wallachian Census Forms of 1838 29

columns according to their civil state and status: married men, married women,
male children (by category of parent: married, widow, widower), female children,
(idem), unmarried men but passed the age of married (holfei), male servants,
female servants, incapacitated. The preserved material known so far is from the
Diocese of Arges, dated 1863—1864 (Image 4).

Demographic sources for slaves. As stated, the principle of this presentation
is not to provide a complete inventory of the types of records that appeared in this
age, because they are too numerous and various. However, one category of sources
deserves special attention because they were more frequent than those for the
general population, at least for certain decades: lists of slaves. The Roma
population in the two principalities had been enslaved since the middle ages.
Slaves were usually classified by type of owner: crown slaves, slaves of the
Church, and slaves of private individuals. Between 1838 and 1856, six different
laws freed the people of each category. Because of their status as human property,
authority over them was exercised in the spirit of acknowledging and enforcing
ownership. It meant that individuals, marriages, and families had to be controlled
and kept track of. For this reason, is why when records were made, they often
included all members of the family, not just heads of family. To add to this,
emancipation laws were themselves followed by general censuses. Both instances
(slavery and emancipation) resulted in lists that provide names, close kin relation,
as well as age, occupation, marital status, occupation, and other. Such lists were far
more frequent than those for the entire population. For example, in Wallachia, lists
that cover Church slaves were made in 1832, 1839 (see Table 9 for one example
preserved material), 1843%' and 1847 (at their emancipation), possibly in other
years as well. By contrast, only one general census of the country's entire
population was made in this pertod, in 1838. Slaves of private individuals were
recorded in 1832%, as well as in 1856>*, when they were freed. in Moldavia, the
situation was even more one-sided. Later, ethnographic interests in the Roma

2 Few preserved material is known from this source; for source edition see Bogdan Mateescu,
Familia in timpul robiei: o perspectivd demografica. Studiu i liste de populatie din arhive, lasi,
Editura Universitatii ,,Al. 1. Cuza”, 2015, p. 171-204.

22 The material is preserved in most part, although almost completely unresearched: The
National Archives of Romantia, Fond Visteria Tarii Romanesti, 118-120/1847; duplicates can also be
found in other fonds or archives. For source edition see /bidem, p. 222-255.

3 This operation recorded both private and Church slaves. However, the government did not
issue precise instructions, so each census agent (subprefects and police chiefs) interpreted the orders
quite differently and worked in various formats: numerical census by settlement and owner, list of
heads, lists of all individuals. Therefore, there was not a uniform practice of recording. For research
on this census see Spiridon Cristocea, Tiganii din fostul judet Arges reflectafi in catagrafia din 1832,
in ,,Argesis. Studii si Comunicari. Seria Istorie”, 14, 2005, p. 459—468. For preserved material see the
National Archives of Romania, Fond Vomicia Dinlauntru, file 465/1832 (various archival units exist,
but this is the most important one, encompassing the results sent to the government).

? For preserved material see Bucharest Municipal Archives, Fond Vomnicia Orasului Bucuresti
(1831-1861), file 6/1856.
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population also generated general nominal lists, like that of 1879%. There were, of
course, other types of sources regarding slaves, similar to fiscal censuses or general
counts. Given the limitations of this paper, I prioritized the mention of the most
detailed ones, which are also those that received less attention from historians.

*

To conclude so far, producing population records in the two principalities and
later in Romania went trough several overlapping phases. Fiscal lists were the
primary records that were created most early, by local authorities and military
governments alike. The latter eventually conducted or stimulated general censuses
and oversaw the birth official statistics after 1830. Roughly about the same time
(beginning of 19™ century) the Church was also stimulated into keeping records.
The following categories of sources were created and are preserved to this day:

Lists of heads: by fiscal category, fiscal category and wealth, list of
contributors in various obligations/duties, list of landowners, lists of land tenants,
lists of former land tenants;

Headcounts (number of heads);

General counts (the number of all individuals): 1810 (Wallachia and
Moldavia), 1829 (Moldavia only?), 1851 (Wallachia only?).

General lists (nominal lists of all individuals). Some covered only specific
communities, like Catholic Stati Animarum, the Russian census of Bucharest (1810),
or the censuses of slaves (in Walachia: 1832, 1839, 1847, 1856). Others, the whole
country and population, in the same manner as that British censuses did after 1840
or American ones after 1850. We can refer to Wallachia — 1837, Moldavia — 1859,
Romania — 1863 (Orthodox parishioners — only in some dioceses?),1890, 1899, 1912.

Mixed: lists of heads and counts of other family/household members,
similar to the format of pre-1850 American censuses: 1808 lasi, 1859 Wallachia.

HISTORIOGRAPHY: THE SLOW PROGRESS
FROM PAPER EDITIONS TO DIGITAL FORMAT

Despite this chain of processes being triggered relatively late on the scale of
European history, the results undoubtedly make for good sources in many fields.
Historians of the two principalities first addressed them through the lens of grander
themes: phases of population growth or decline, the density of settlements and
population, ethnic structure — if we think of works authored by Louis Roman and
Radu Vergatti’®. Secondly, they were used in studying urban or rural society as a

5 Julieta Rotaru, Aspects of Romani demographics in 19th century Wallachia, in ,Baltic
Worlds”, 2-3, X1, 2018, p. 34-50.

* Louis Roman, Radu Stefan Vergatti, Studii de demografie istoricd romdneascd, Bucuresti,
Editura Enciclopedica, 2002.
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whole (Ecaterina Negruti’’) or economy as a whole Victor Axenciuc®), and,
thirdly, to ask research questions on specific problems, such as the characteristics
of social classes, modernity (Gheorghe and Alexandru-Florin Platon®’) or agrarian
relations (Ilie Corfus®®). However, with the cited authors and others, historical
demography of former principalities, seems to have reached a peak. This is not to
say that other books or papers were not published on similar subjects, instead that
the most influential researches that based at least some of their results on statistical
inquiries were not continued. Knowledge often remained on an introductory level,
and no new pathways were opened in using these sources. The outcome is a
general lack of statistical methods in social history written today, and there is the
absence of fields specific to historical demography, like longitudinal demography
and family demography.

This evolution can be better understood when comparing historiographies. To
give an example familiar to my research interest: household history. In the West
especially, this topic cannot be imagined without concepts and statistical methods
applied to population records. The classification of households and theories on
their evolution, as well as the study extra-households relationship, are all based and
argued using demographic frameworks. In this case, historical demography and
social history overlap to such an extent that the distinction between quantitative and
qualitative history can be proven as a false dichotomy. At their core, qualitative
approaches need statistics, while quantitative approaches can offer not only
dimension, but critical information and concepts as well. Census forms can tell us
who lived with whom, but sometimes they are the only (or certainly the most
important source) to tell us that. In Romanian history, they can tell us even more.
The 1859 census of Moldavia is, as far as I know, the only 19" century source that
states the annual income of people from all social categories, from former slaves to
high officials. On the topic of agrarian relations, it is one of the few sources that offer
information on both obligations, and age, marital status, family. Unfortunately,
population lists were rarely used in complex analysis on any subject and some —
like the very census cited above — almost entirely unused.

In the particular case of the history of slavery, the contrast between source
potential and research results is far more substantial. Adjusted for population,

%7 Ecaterina Negruti, Satul Moldovenesc in prima jumdtate a secolului al XIX-lea: contribufii
demogradfice, lasi, Universitatea ,,Al. 1. Cuza”, 1984; Structura demografica a oraselor si tdrgurilor
din Moldova (1800-1859), lasi, Fundatia Academici ,,A.D. Xenopol”, 1997.

% Victor Axenciuc, Evolufia economicd a Romdniei: cercetdri statistico-istorice: 1859—1947,
vol. I-11, Bucuresti, Editura Academiei Romaéne, 1996.

* Gheorghe Platon, Geneza revolufiei romdne de la 1848. Introducere in istoria modernd a
Romdniei, lasgi, Junimea, 1980; Gheorghe Platon, Alexandru-Florin Platon, Boierimea in Moldova in
secolul al XIX-lea. Context European, evolufie sociald si politicd (Date statistice §i observafii
istorice), Bucuresti, Editura Academiei Romaéne, 1995.

* llie Corfus, Agricultura Tarii Romanesti in prima jumdtate a secolului al XIX-lea, Bucuresti,
Editura Academiei Republicii Socialiste Roméania, 1969; Agricultura in tarile romane, 1848—1864,
Bucuresti, Editura Stiintifica, 1982.
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preserved general census forms for slaves or emancipated slaves are more
numerous than those for the entire population. However, they are hardly even
touched by historians of slavery, who focused only on aspects like total population
and share of slaves out of the total population, for which they resorted to census
aggregates and various accounts. The lists themselves were not employed to
address more specific research questions or for a social history of slavery (itself a
non-existent field). Even recent works on demographics® ignored the preserved
material from the sources mentioned earlier (1832, 1839, 1843, 1847, 1856), sources
that have only recently began to be cited and researched. In this sense, historiography
can be characterized as being over-reliant published information (itself insufficient)
and under-performing in regards to primary sources. Knowledge of slavery
demographics is minimal, marked by slow progress and repetitiveness of results
and conclusions. A break from this paradigm will hopefully take place along with
the MAPROM project, mentioned below.

As interest in research topics faded away (or failed to appear in the first
place), so did interest in publishing demographic sources. Again, this is not to say
that publications do not exist. On the contrary, the published material we benefit
from today is far greater than that available in the 70s and 80s. However, the rate of
publication is slow, and there is no systematic approach to this process, not even to
inventorying the material, with one exception. Worth noting is the strong tradition
of editing old censuses that exists among historians based in lasi (University
Al Ioan Cuza and the Institute of History ,,A.D. Xenopol” of the Romanian Academy),
preoccupied with the history of Moldavia. They include a team composed of Silviu
Vicaru, Lucian-Valeriu Lefter, Mircea Ciubotaru, Marius Adumitoaei, Sorin Grigoruta.
Their best-known work is the series Catagrafiile Visteriei Moldovei, a collection of
early 19™ century (1820-1845) fiscal census forms. It is structured by districts
(counties), each county being covered by several censuses, each census corresponding
to one publication (in one or more volumes). Since this work is ongoing, not all
districts and censuses are contained within existing releases. However, these
publications are especially valuable since the censuses were nominal and include
information (scarce as it may be) on marital status, occupation, ethnicity, health.
Moldavian census aggregates were also published, with the most important works
being those of Comneliu Istrati** and Ioan Caprosu™.

*! Viorel Achim, Considerations about the Territorial Distribution of Slaves in the Romanian
Principalities, in Jeff Fynn-Paul and Damian Alan Pargas (eds.), Slaving Zones: Cultural ldentities,
Ideologies, and Institutions in the Evolution of Global Slavery, Leiden, Boston, Brill, 2018, p. 70-93;
Venera Achim, Statistica figanilor in principatele romdne in perioada 1830-1860”, in ,Revista
Istorica. Serie Noua”, 5-6, 14, 2005, p. 97-122.

2 Comeliu lIstrati, Condica Visteriei Moldovei din anul 181 6, lasi, Editura Academiei
Republicii Socialiste Romania, 1979; Condica Visteriei Moldovei la 1803, lasi, Editura Universitatii
»Al. 1. Cuza”, 2010; Catagrafia fiscald a Moldovei din anul 1820, lasi, Editura Universitatii ,,Al. 1. Cuza”,
2011.

3 1oan Caprogu, Samile Vistieriei Tarii Moldovei, vol. I (1763—1784) and 11 (1786-1798), lasi,
Casa Editoriald Demiurg, 2010; vol. /1] — (1805-1826), lasi, Casa Editoriala Demiurg, 2011.
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Similar series do not exist for Wallachia, where initiatives were mostly
scattered. If we considered the sources with the most significant amount of preserved
material (like nation-wide lists of any kind), an organized effort to publish them,
designed to cover the whole principality, failed to materialize within research centers
of Bucharest, Craiova, Briila and others. For the 1838 census, the most significant
contributions came from local historians, each interested in some regions of the
country. Spiridon Cristocea was interested with the Arges-Muscel region, publishing
the census forms for Campulung, Pitesti and Curtea de Arges™. Ion Dedu covered
Prahova, with his editions for Ploiesti35 . Emanoil Barbu, Dinicd Ciobotea, Gabriel
Croitoru, historians well specialized with Oltenia, collaborating Mirela Coméanescu,
published material for Cemeti and Caracal’®. Meanwhile, a team from Briila —
Stanca Bounegru, Alinta Vidis, Gheorghe lavorschi, Cristian Filip — published the
records for the modem-day territory of Braila district’’. Efforts that are isolated to
individual authors or publications are what best describe Wallachia’s historiography in
this sense, with numerous similar examples for other sources. lon Donat was involved
in editing the aggregates of the 1831 fiscal census, together with lon Donat, Dinica
Ciubotea, and Ion Patroiu, (cited earlier) while those of the next census (1837), by
village, were published by Dumitru Marcel-Ciuca®®. The lists themselves are
mostly left forgotten in the archives.

For 19" and early 20" century Romania, the progress of editing demographic
sources is almost non-existent, as historians continue to rely on statistical releases
of the age (the publications of the Statistical Office and the works of statisticians
such as Leonida Colescu). Efforts to go beyond official aggregates or even to use
new methods to study them (like, for instance, historical geography) are extremely
few, and again reduced to local history.

Remarkable in all instances (Moldavia, Wallachia, Romania), is the slow
development of public databases, in contrast with where countries or research
centers where such projects evolved from national projects to international
collaborations. If The Norwegian Historical Data Center (NHDC?), The Historical
Sample of the Netherlands (HSN*’) and Canadian Families Project'’ were designed

* Spiridon Cristocea, Stefan Trambaciu, Cdmpulungul Muscelului reflectat in catagrafia din
1838, Pitesti, Ordessos — Muzeul Judetan Arges, 2007; S. Cristocea, Orasul Pitesti in catagrafia din
1838, Pitesti, Ordessos — Muzeul Judetean Arges, 2011.

35 Jon Dedu, Catagrafia orasului Ploiesti de la 1838, Ploiesti, Mileniul 111, 2017.

3¢ paul Emanoil Barbu, Mirela Comanescu, Caragrafia din 1838 a orasului Caracal si a
satului Bold, Craiova, Editura Alma, 2018.

¥ Stanca Bounegru, Alinta Vidis, Gheorghe lavorschi, Cristian Filip, Judeful Brdila in
catagrafia din anul 1838, vol. I-11, Braila, Istros — Muzeul judetean Briila, 2015,

* Marcel-Dumitru Ciuca, Sarele si populatia Tarii Romdnesti, conform Catagrafiei din anul
1838, in Dragos Mindescu, Marius Piduraru, lonel Dobre (editori), Argesul §i Tara Romdneasca
intre medieval §i modern. Studii de istorie §i arheologie. Prinos lui Spiridon Cristocea la 70 de ani,
Briila, Pitesti, Istros — Muzeul Judetean Braila, 2013, p. 451-534.

¥ https://www.rhd.uit.no/, accessed in June 2020.

“C https://iisg.amsterdam/en/hsn, accessed in June 2020.
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for Norway, the Netherlands and Canada; the North Atlantic Population Project
(NAPP*) and MOSAIC® research multiple — just to give a few references, among
numerous other local, national and international platforms“. In the case of
Romania (again, excluding research on Transylvania), even if we consider paper
editions and their slow progress, the results are still enough for historians to start
asking a crucial question: to what extent to can we use them, and for what? Let us
take the 1838. It is not hard to use its published forms for purposes related to the
general population: extracting the total number of individuals by gender/town
sector/occupations. Some figures are embedded in the preliminary studies that
accompany these editions. But how to use them in multivariate analysis?, for
instance, in obtaining the number of servants or employees, per age group, gender,
and marital status. Alternatively, the share of couples living in single-family
households, per husbands age group and social category. Such inquiries can only
take place in two ways. Through manual search, by accounting for each case, by
ramifications of categories. Obviously, this approach is very time costly and poses
serious methodological barriers. It is hard for the results to be verified and for the
analysis to be modified. If, for example, we want to refine our criteria further and
include not only married couples but all heads of the nuclear family, and to
distinguish between widows and widowers, then the whole search would have to be
performed all over again. In order to avoid such complications, an alternative is to
digitize the paper edition: to enter the information into a datasets, either the full
edition, or in part (for example — only peasants or merchants, depending on
research goals). Similar examples apply for subjects across the wider field of
humanities, as all kinds of research questions can be formulated in terms of
detailed and multivariate analysis.

In terms of genealogical interests, looking for a family name is not a hard
task to perform using either one of the mentioned editions, if only one settlement is
researched. But what if our search requires going through numerous volumes, like
through the whole collection of the Moldavian fiscal censuses, village by village,
name by name? Not to mention a study on onomastics, applied to first and second
names as well? Then, the paper edition is simply not enough. It needs to be
converted to a digital file. Moreover, given the current state of art, when unedited
archival material is universally acknowledged as overwhelming, how do we
envisage a continuity in publishing? The preserved 1838 census forms alone
probably cover one million people; the Moldavian fiscal censuses probably contain
over a million records, and many more await in less known sources.

This issue can be addressed not only lists of individuals, but to lists of
villages and administrative units. In my thesis, I used such sources to reconstruct

a http://web.uvic.cahrd/cfp/, accessed in June 2020,

@ https://www.nappdata.org/napp/, accessed in June 2020.

43 https://censusmosaic.demog.berkeley.edu/home, accessed in June 2020.

* For more, see https://ehps-net.eu/, accessed in June 2020.
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administrative divisions, by digitizing the editions into spreadsheets, in order to
generate GIS data. While the work of the editors (transcriptions, annotations)
proved crucial in accessing the historical information, the paper format was more
or less a methodological barrier. It, alone, was not enough to work with the
historical information; additional instruments had to be created. The same with
census aggregates published in the age. Put together, the tables in the early issues
of Analele Statisice (for 1859 and 1860), would form a table of over 500 columns
for each urban settlement and each subdistrict. Using even a small part of these
tables required transcribing the material into a spreadsheet. In debates regarding the
research results, why not release and work directly with the datasets?

Hence, if crucial research can only be performed effectively by reconverting
these editions into digital format, why not consider releasing a digital edition
in the first place? Datafiles or population samples can be published, used, cited,
corrected, and updated easier than most types of source editions, requiring no
editorial costs, and accessible to a far larger audience. Why not rethink the way we
publish these sources, given the excellent opportunity for research? My intention is
not to underrate, nor to discourage the publications of statistical sources in any
format. Ultimately, any sort of edition is beneficial. But it needs to be signaled out
that, from a point onward on the research path, working on paper format is simply
not practical.

Historians like Irina Gavrila understood the importance of databases and
promoted their use*, while at the same time employing them on issues such as land
ownership. However, public resources for historical demography have only
recently started being available. In 2015, the MOSAIC database released the first
publicly available sample of the 1838 Wallachian census, adding this source to a
collection of datasets from other 19" century censuses from Central and Eastern
Europe*®. While this paper was written, another international project focusing on
the same source was ongoing: MAPROM, aiming at digitizing and working with
historical Roma population samples, mainly from Wallachia and Romania. The
project joins Sodertdrns University and the Romanian Academy and includes
David Gaunt, Ryan Dias, Julieta Rotaru, Florin Rotaru.

II1. The Dem-Ist database

The Dem-Ist database was conceived as another step in introducing old
Romanian population lists to digital media, by creating resources that will
hopefully facilitate the use of these sources in the humanities, and, in some cases,
help the creation and of fields associated with historical demography. The goal is to
encourage historians of the two principalities to integrate digital formats into their

** Irina Gavrila, Metode statistice si prelucrare automatd in exploatarea informatiei istorice,
Bucure?ti, Oscar Print, 2002.
6 https://censusmosaic.demog.berkeley.edu/data/mosaic-data-files, accessed in June 2020.
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framework, and to find the much-needed common ground of discussion with
historiographies of Transylvania and beyond.

This undertaking was envisaged several years ago, but effective planning and
work only began after funding was secured. In 2019, the project to built the
database was awarded a grant by the Romanian Academy through the GAR-UM-
2019 program. The project is hosted by “Nicolae Iorga Institute of History”*” and
extends until November 2021, when the database is set to launch. The project team
consists of the author of this paper, as project director, and Nicolae Coman, IT
specialist, both affiliated with the institute. As project director, my responsibilities
covered the historical aspects: documentation, identifying and editing sources by
transcribing and harmonizing them, as well as compiling documentation (presentation)
of the whole process.

The project’s outlines were established in such a way that it would maximize
the scientific potential of the results, while facing limited resources in terms of
finances and personnel. In these conditions, the design of the project meant negotiating
between:

1. Type of historical information. The general intention was to edit sources
that need digitization the most — sources that are most complex. Population
lists are an obvious choice but not singular but are not exclusive. Complex
census aggregates will also be covered,;

2. Technological requirements for coding. I emphasize this aspect, especially
in regards to other projects that use extensive human resources and/or
special software for compiling datasets. These are needed when the process is
more complicated, going beyond a simple transcription and standardization.
Vital records contain information for the same individual, scattered in
different archival units. One individual can be recorded in different books,
depending on the circumstance: birth, marriage, death, birth/marriage/death
of one’s relatives, etc. Data linkage software can be used for coding these
instances, as was the case for the HPDT, but such a procedure was avoided
here. This is another reason for which lists of individuals were chosen,
rather than lists of events.

3.Size of the initial datasets. Samples had to be as large as possible within
the project’s timeframe. The initial proposition was for the initial release to
contain a population sample of some 20,000 individuals. This target was
reached ahead of schedule, so at the time this paper was written, an extension
is being planned.

4. Targeted use and features. The intention was for a wider reach as possible,
with two main options considered, both specific to scientific database sin
general:

a. Online use, with search tools and data visualization tools embedded in
the interface, for:

7 hitp://iini.ro.
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i. Simple operations. They can include name queries for genealogical
research, or the extraction of general figures on settlements, administrative
units, suited for local history;

ii. Medium level operations, such as bivariate analysis in social and
economic topics;

iii. Complex operations, such as multivariate analysis, the kind performed

in a multitude of research interests.

Given the work in progress, it is still uncertain the extent to which these
operations will be possible directly online. Most likely tools for simple
operations will be available, while those for more advanced data
visualization will have to be integrated over time, after the current
project’s deadline.

b. A platform for datasets that can be downloaded by users, who can then
work with these datasets as they see fit. These datasets would have to be
adapted for scientific use, as to:

1. Suit frameworks applied in social, demographic and economic history;

ii. Suit both Romanian and foreign researchers interested in Romania or

Eastern / South-Eastern Europe.

In order to meet this requirement, scientific compatibility must be given
priority when organizing the database and the datasets. This feature has to be
ensured by considering: bilingual versions of the site and publications; samples
with harmonized variables that facilitate the understanding and use of historical
information; standardized systems of harmonized variables that are used intemnationally.

Creating such datasets is within the project’s capacity.

*

The above-stated goals and principles lead to organizing a platform where users
could either use online tools for simple operations or download datasets that are
adapted as much as possible for multiple scientific use, addressed to Romanian and
foreign researchers alike. The initial content is planned to consist of both population
samples and census aggregates. Since the former pose most editing problems, this
paper will discuss only them. I chose the 1838 Wallachian census not only because I
am more familiar with it, but also because it fits the general principles of this endeavor.
It is detailed in the sense that it covers the entire population, not just heads of families
or certain population groups. At the same time it is rich in information, proving to be a
good source in a whole array of subjects: family and household demography, kinship,
household economy, economic history in general, gender studies, minority studies,
study of the elites, medical history, not to mention local history and genealogy. Most
demographic and economic information can be coded as to ensure compatibility with
other databases and frameworks, or otherwise can be made simple to understand by
non-Romanian historians. Moreover, compiling the datasets does not require data
linkage in the coding process or other sophisticated software tools.
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THE 1838 CENSUS OF WALLACHIA:
HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND PRESERVED MATERIAL

The first modern Romanian population census was, in fact, not just a
population census. It consisted of multiple forms and measured population, wealth,
habitat, natural resources, being “the country’s statistic”, as presented earlier.
Operations started in November 1837, directed by Section III of the Department of
Interior, invoking its attributions art. 151 of the Organic Regulation*.

The precise context of its initiation and design is still unknown. Following
the administrative chain of command, one might assume that it was lancu Manu,
the chief of Section III, who planned the census or at least ordered planning, since
it fell under his obligations. In the same manner, we can look towards Mihail
Ghica, the chief of the Department of Interior and lancu Manu’s direct superior. It
was under his supervision that the Department coordinated a number of important
social and institutional reforms, which he lauded in official discourse, even using
statistics to show the progress of his administration®. We can then point towards
his brother and the prince of the country, Alexandru Dimitrie Ghica (1834-1842),
himself a promoter of reforms. Lastly, one might assume the role of foreign
influence. The Russian occupation had ended three years before the undertaking,
but Romanian historians are in general suspicious in regards to the influence of the
Russian consulate. So far, no evidence of such an intervention surfaced.

As to why the census had certain elements, there are a few clues. George
Retegan underlines an 1835 initiative to record estates in an attempt to establish a
cadaster system that failed because of opposition from the landed gentry (who
controlled the legislature)™. The author observed what can be interpreted as striking
similarities between the failed project and the census: both aimed at measuring the
size of estates and recording various natural elements; in both cases, statistic was
used to term the survey. We can, therefore, assume that the initiator(s) of the census
could have repurposed the cadastral project, reducing it to a survey (perhaps to help
with future planning or to experiment with the capacity of the administration?).
Later, when filling the forms allocated to estates, some census agents addressed
certain unclarities to the Department. Unable to clarify them, the latter forwarded
their requests to the office responsible with education: Eforia Scolilor, then lead by
Petrache Poenaru, another prominent figure at the time’'. What is interesting about
the correspondence between Section III and the Office of Education, is that it was
straightforward, lacking an exchange of information on the census itself. This
suggests that the Office was aware of the undertaking and did not need a briefing

“ For a general presentation of the census, as well as for the headtables of its forms, see also
George Retegan, Primul recensdmant modern al populatie si agriculturii Tarii Romdnegti: 1838, in
Din istoria statisticii romdnesti, Bucuregti, Directia Centrala de Statistica, 1969, p. 157-172.

* Analele Parlamentare ale Romaniei, V1-1 , Bucuresti, Imprimeria Statului, 1895, p. 693-701.

%% George Retegan, op. cit., p. 159.

3! For edited correspondence see Bogdan Mateescu, Recensdmdntul si administrafia publica...,
p- 176, 180.
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on the context. Moreover, the reply contained references to the census instructions,
which do not seem to have been shared on that occasion. Based on this apparent
familiarity, one might consider to include the official responsible with education —
Petrache Poenaru — on the list of possible initiators and designers of the census.

The population forms, on the other hand, remain a mystery. Taken
individually, each column within the form can be found in various other censuses,
from Wallachia or abroad. Nevertheless, the combination in which these columns
were arranged — the form itself — leaves much to ponder, as it is too different from
anything close in time (great discrepancy exists between it and the first modemn
general census of France, which was conducted just two years earlier, in 1836).
The first column, where individuals were numbered by living quarters, could have
been an idea borrowed from abroad, since the local administration did not employ
houses to impose fiscal obligations. The same can probably be said about Ethnicity,
Age, and Disability — all previously unused by the Wallachian government (at least
not in that specific format). Other columns already had a history of being used in
population lists (like those covering agriculture), or referred to aspects that were all
too common (like Property and Occupation). Therefore, it is hard to track them to a
particular source of inspiration in the absence of definite evidence.

Of what we know so far, the 1838 census was built on the idea of ,,country
statistic” but, in contrast with previous “statistics”, its designers (Mihail Ghica,
lancu Manu, Petrache Poenaru?) wanted to cover as much as possible, in as much
detail as possible. They introduced new concepts to those in practice, while
previously failed projects were brought back to life. In a way, it represented the
culmination of 1830s administrative operations, in an effort that seems destined to
capitalize an all perceivable topics and to gain as much ground as possible, thus
recovering from decades of statistical “blindness”.

The orders to fill the forms, along with instructions and specimen forms, were
passed along the Department’s regular administration, which was assigned with
groundwork. Two types of census circumscriptions existed, replicating ordinary
jurisdictions. Firstly, townships®* with police offices. Each police chief (polifai or
politmaister) had to record its jurisdiction (22 in total), while in Bucharest, this task

2 In that age, urban settlements were often refered to as orage (towns) or tdrguri (market-
towns/bourgs), with the former usually seen as more important than the latter. However, official
definitions were non-existent, and official language was very fluid. Depending in the author of the
official corespondene, one settlement was designated eitherway. Therefore, classifying them is not
easy. For the sake of simplicity, in this paper I chose to classify them according the the type of local
council that governed them, in tumn varying according to the number of members. Bucharest was
headed by a council (sfat orasenesc) of seven members, including /ocum fenens members. Other
municipalities had six mambers, and the council was called maghistrat. In all such cases the
settlement was called orag, was on “free land” (owned collectively by the townsfolk, not by an estate
owner), and almost all were primary administratve centers, hosting different other institutions within
their respective district. A thirs type of settlements were lead by a comisie (“commission™) of two to
four members. Most of them were called tdrguri, some orase but in general were seen as of secondary
administrative importance. Police offices existed only in the centers that were home to prefectures,
regardless of their type of council.
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fell upon the police chiefs of town sectors (five comisari, so five jurisdictions).
Secondly, in the countryside, each subprefect (suborcarmuitor) was tasked with his
subdistrict™. Wallachia had 18 districts (judete), divided into 95 subdistricts (pldsi
in the lowlands, plaiuri in the highlands) — so there were 95 subprefectures (Map 5).
Since 17 of them contained towns absent of police offices, these towns also fell
under the care of subprefects, as the following map shows.

Map 2. The circumscriptions of the 1838 census

- Bucharest. recorded by police offices.

% five circumscriptions:
Subdistricts recorded by their respective subprefects: P
D composed only of villages
also containing urban settlements, ruled by:
Sector
X amaghistrat Black

x  acomisieor other institution

Urban settlements recorded by police offices and ruled
by:
@® amaghistrat

O acomisieor other institution

Different types of forms were used in Bucharest and the province, and they
were not filled simultaneously, but in four phases: (1) population forms (type A in
the province and B in Bucharest); (2) land, settlement and building forms (types B,

3The only exception was made for Craiova, a regional capital in Western Wallachia (Oltenia),

the only Wallachian town supervised by a subprefect. The police chief was the authority tasked with
the census.
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C, D, E, F in the province and A in Bucharest); (3) a survey regarding agricultural
production, and, lastly, (4) one regarding mills. The fact that forms from the last
two operations were not labeled might suggest that they were not part of initial
plans, and one might even consider them separate from the census, especially since
the same surveys were carried out regularly (not just in 1838). However, since
orders from the Department of Interior demanded them as part of the “statistic”,
along with the previous forms, I decided to include them in the same discussion™.

In the first two phases, proceedings took far longer than expected by the
central authorities. A possible cause for this was the obligation to produce the
material in three copies: one to be kept a police/subdistrict level, one to be sent at
district level (prefecture), and the third to the Department of Interior. Additionally,
land measurements necessary in forms B probably delayed operations even further.
So, while population record probably ended in the first half of 1838, in some cases
even in 1837, the formal proceedings appear to have ended in 1841, when the last
circumscriptions handed over copies of the material to the Government.

Given the large and unprecedented scale of the operations, it is no wonder
that Section III found itself under-staffed when managing the volumes of lists it
received. Requests were made to supplement the bureau with men and supplies,
but, when work finally ended, the aggregate results did not reflect the complexity
of the census. No evidence exists that forms type B, C, D, E and F (for the province)
and A (for Bucharest) were centralized in the results presented in the Country’s
Assembly and in those published in an official publication (4/manahul Statului
per 1842), but figures were extracted only from the population forms, end even so,
per districts (not even per towns). In the end, it appears that the Wallachian
government was too optimistic regarding its plans, as well as the possibility of the
local administration to follow the immense tasks place upon it.

*

Leaving these contextual discussions aside, I will briefly refer to the types of
information recorded in the forms themselves and their state of preservation.

The population was recorded in two forms: type A used in the country and type
B in Bucharest. The unit of recording was the individual and all individuals had to be
recorded. However, different spatial units were used: in the country individuals had to
be grouped by house, while in Bucharest by enclosure (yard). Both forms required
similar information to be given by the respondents: name, relations to other persons
living in the same household/enclosure, age, marital status, occupation, disability. In
Bucharest, the type of presence also had to be recorded (basically “traveler” or “settler” —

> For published correspondence see Bogdan Mateescu, Recensamdntul si administratia publica...,
p. 107, 109.
%% See the case of subdistrict Campu-Romanati, Bogdan Mateescu, Recensamdntul si administrafia
publica..., p. 56-7.
58 dnalele Parlamentare ale Romaniei, 1X~1, Bucuresti, Imprimeria Statului, 1898, p. 1163-1169.
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with no methodology of defining each category), also if individuals were vaccinated or
not. Wealth was recorded in both cases, but only that related to livestock and
agriculture. In the province, the space allocated to these issues spanned across 15
columns, on land, livestock, beehives, trees, and vineyard (Figure 7). In Bucharest,
they were reduced to just six, five of which were also found in the province (horses,
cows, bulls, buffalo, and pigs); and one specific to Bucharest (dogs).

Forms type B, C, D, E, F (province) referred to estates, villages, rural habitat
(houses of both villagers and estate owners), mountains, hills, rivers, water sources,
forests, roads, different establishments (churches, mills, taverns, abattoirs, inns). In
Bucharest, the situation was much different, as form A was specialized in urban
habitat (buildings, shops, facilities, streets, etc.), and the unit of recording coincided
with that used in form B. Practically, each comisar (police sector chief) took every
single enclosure and recorded its inhabitants (form B), as well as its physical
characteristics, (form A).

Table 1

A description of the forms used in the 1838 census: the topics (population, urban propery, estates,
environment, etc.) and general information that was recorded

Unit/object Units primaril .
Form type of recor:ling grofped by y Information on
Population
A . Person house Name, relation, age, marital status,
— province L >
24 columns ethnicity, occupation, wealth
(livestock, used land)
Person enclosed or Name, relation, age, marital status,
B — Bucharest demarcated occupation, ethnicity, disability,
17 columns property presence, vaccination, wealth
(livestock),
Urban properties
Property neighborhood Street, owner, type of property,
(mahala) type of enclosure
Building enclosed or Type of roof, number of levels,
demarcated number of rooms per level, the
property placement of the main fagade
Shop Type
Stable Construction material, capacity
A — Bucharest (no. of horses)
Shed Construction material of walls,
roof, capacity (no. of carriages)
Water wells/shafts Number
Church Name, denomination, Building
material, no. of bells
Part of the street Street name, state of pavement
facing the yard
owner name
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Table 1 (continued)
Estates
B - province Estate subdistrict | Name, owner, size, neighbours, type of
15 columns (plasa/plai) | border
Environment and roads
River estate Name, origin, points of entry and exit,
width, ris of drought, mills (including
C - province damns and artificial lakes)
23 columns Lake Name, location, size, vegetation,
possibility of crossing
Number of water sources By type (regular/ mineral water)
Mountain estate Name, location, orientation, presence of
D . forests
Valley Idem
Hillcock Idem + size
. Road estate Name, points of entry and exit
E — province POIN'S OF ety an -
Forrest Name, location, orientation, size, types of
18 columns
trees, general landscape of forested area
Settlements, churches and other buildings / facilities
Village estate Name, location, state of systematization,
Church village Location, construction material, no. of
bells
house owned by the construction material, no. of rooms, of
estate owner levels
. houses owned by sum of ~, by construction material /
F — province .
villagers general type
16 columns -
Inns sum of ~, location on the estate
taverns sum of ~

abattoirs (zalhanale)

markets (tdrguri)

fairs (bdlciuri)

distilleries (poverni)

Various yields

(unlabelled)
9 columns

beans

lentils

broad beans

green peas

flax

hemp seeds

tobacco leaves

village

Quantity expressed in ocale’’

Mills

(unlabelled)
4 columns

mill

estate

Name of the owner, name of water
course, no. of wheels, the presence of
dams

71 oca=1kg or | litre, depending on the type of measurement (weight or volume).
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The vast majority of known preserved material from this census (excluding
correspondence and centralization) consists of the duplicates of population forms
handed over to the Department. They cover a surface area of approx. 59,000 (76%
of total surface area). This territory includes:

e the capital Bucharest, (with some 50,000-60,000 inhabitants);

e 12 urban settlements ruled by maghistraturi:, Braila, Buziu, Caracal,
Campulung, Cerneti, Craiova, Curtea de Arges, Focsani, Giurgiu, Pitesti,
Ploiesti, Slatina;

e 16 urban settlements ruled by commissions of two or more members:
Alexandria, Bucov, Calarasi, Cimpina, Filipesti, Gaesti, Mavrodin, Mizil,
Potlogi, Rdmnicu-Sarat, Rusii de Vede (today Rosiorii de Vede), Severin,
Slanic, Urlati, Vileni, Zimnicea;

e For villages: 73 out of Wallachia’s 95 subdistricts (approx. 900 000 —
1. mil. people). Material is missing from Mehedinti (all seven subdistricts),
Gorj (all six subdistrict), Vélcea (all seven subdistricts), Romanati (one
subdistrict) and Ialomita (one subdistrict).

These forms were grouped in registers (books) of one or two volumes,
according to the circumscriptions presented earlier (1 circumscription = 1 register).
Some exceptions exist. The material for Bucov was too small to form a register,
consisting only of a single page. Bucov was Wallachia’s smallest town, with just
33 houses. The respective page was attached to the book of the surrounding subdistrict
(Podgoria-Sacuieni). In the case of Zimnicea, a market-town in subdistrict
Marginea-Teleorman, the opposite happened. Its forms are preserved in a separate
book, together with those for two settlements that lack a direct identifier. Using the
size and structure of the population (large size, including merchants and artisans),
Mihai Chirité inferred that one the settlements is the market-town of Rusii de Vede.
The other one, according to the same researcher, could be the village of Nenciulesti.

Several attempts to inventory the population forms were made. One, by
Mihai Chiritd, was never published, available as a manuscript copy at the library of
the “Nicolae lorga” Institute of History>®. My own effort was carried out as part of
the MOSAIC project, published in 2012, and it led to adding new material to the
list, although at the time of the research, not all archival units of interest could be
accessed®. Subsequent research enabled me to fill these gaps, so, up to date, I
identified population forms distributes among tree archives (Map 6):

%8 Mlhal Chirita, Obsteasca Catagrafie — 1838 (Tara Romdneascd). Statisticd numericd. 2003.

*® Bogdan Mateescu, Census like material preserved in the Romanian archives, Jor the former
principalities of Moldavia, Wallachia and for Romania before 1914, MOSAIC working paper 20131
— Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, 2013 — https://censusmosaic.demog.berkeley.edw/
snes/default/ﬁles/ downloads/pubhcanons/mosachP/mosalc-wp-ZO13 001 .pdf, accessed in June 2020.

% What remains of the register for subdistrict Balta-Ialomita is in relative poor state and even
when acessed (October 2014), it still could not be fully researched, so it is unclear if how many
villages are missing.
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¢ The central office of the National Archives of Romania (or Arhivele
Nationale Istorice Centrale), fond Catagrafii, containing archival units for
114 circumscriptions;

o Jalomita District Archives, fond Prefectura Judetului lalomita, for two

subdistricts (Borcea and Balta) and the town of Calarasi;

e Teleorman District Archives — duplicates for one circumscription also

covered in fond Catagrafii — subdistrict Serbanesti-Olt.

Other types of forms have been preserved to a far lesser extent. I could find
only five subdistricts with preserved forms types B, C, D, E and F®', and no forms
type A-Bucharest. Because the lists of mills and yields took relatively little space,
they were deposited directly in the correspondence file (itself split into two volumes®);
therefore, they are preserved in most part.

DIGITIZATION OF FORMS TYPE A (PROVINCE)
IN THE DEM-IST DATABASE

So far, in the broader historiographical field, 1838 census forms have been
selected for publication in three main research frameworks:

1. interest in local history, usually directed towards urban settlements (like

the examples given earlier);

2. interest in the country as a whole, using a representative sample: the case

of the MOSAIC database;

3. interest in a particular population group, like, the MAPROM project, focusing

on Romani.

Having this in mind, the next step would be to publish the material for the
entire country and the entire population. This endeavor will have to take place
gradually, as it requires precise long-term goals and timetables, that current resources
do not allow. However, the framework of the Dem-Ist database can be considered
as a first step in such a systematic approach. Instead of isolated settlements or certain
population groups, I propose tackling the material by circumscriptions, one or several
at a time. Therefore, the initial releases of the database will cover the entire population
of some circumscriptions. Hopefully, in time, with new opportunities and working
teams, with potential contributors, the publicly available samples will grow in number.

Since urban settlements have disproportionately benefited from attention
from historians preoccupied with the census, work in these early stages of the

¢! Bogdan Mateescu, Recensamdntul §i administrafia publica..., p. 265; Casele proprietarilor
de mosii in formularele recensamdntului general al Térii Romdnesti din 1838, in Dan Dumitru lacob,
(editat de), Avere, prestigiu si culturd materiald in surse patrimoniale: inventare de averi din secolele
XVI-XIX, lasi, Editura Universitatii ,,Al. 1. Cuza”, p. 553-601.
2 National archives of Romania, fond Vornicia Dinliuntru, 447/1837 and 448/1837 (both cited
in older publications by their previous identifier — 6353).
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database prioritized villages. Two subdistricts have been chosen, from different
environments, in order to account for the country’s natural diversity (in turn linked
to social and economic differences): Nucsoara-Muscel, a highland subdistrict (p/ai)
in Greater Wallachia (Muntenia), and Balta-Dolj (a plasd), in the lowlands, bordering
the Danube in Lesser Wallachia (Oltenia). Their registers have already been
transcribed and will be prepared as two different samples, totaling information for
22403 people, who lived in 37 villages. Since this progress was made during the
project’s first year, expansion to new material is currently considered.

Map 3. The territory covered by the population sample in the current state of the project.

1 — subdistrict Nucsoara, district Muscel

Territory covered by preserved material from the
population forms 2 — subdistrict Balta, district Dolj

’//// Territory covered by the samples collected in the first phase
"

of the project (Nov. 2019 —May. 2020).

The process of creating the population samples followed three main principles:

1.1t should include all the information from the historical source, in a format
as close to the original as possible;

2.The columns from the census form should be joined by columns in which
the same information is standardized so that it can be used more
effectively. This does not imply that the original information is omitted or
modified. Both the original and the standardized columns will be present in
the dataset. Another point to consider is the general scope of the database
in regards to accessibility. Since it is destined for a wide range of scientific
interests, the standardized (or harmonized) variables will be structured

according to practices in the general field of historical demography. The
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main inspiration came from the MOSAIC database, in turn based on the
same practice found in NAPP or international statistics (Eurostat, United
Nations) — see the guidelines authored by Siegfried Gruber®. Moreover, the
datasets will be released in two versions: Romanian and English. Not all of the
information was translated into English. The original information was kept as
it is, in both versions. Only harmonized variables were duplicated by language.
In tumn, each version (Romanian and English) was again duplicated by format
of harmonized variables. Some standardizing systems use both text labels and
numerical codes. Example: in Table 2, fiu-sdu is used to refer to Dinu, as son
of loan. In the NAPP, this term would be standardized as the text label “child”.
In tum, “child” corresponds to a numeric code: 0301. Both labels and codes
can be used to harmonize historical information and to analyze it (depending
on the methods) and the Wallachian sample will come in both formats. So,
four versions of the samples will be available: Romanian - labels, Romanian —
codes, English - labels, English — codes.

3. Transparency in methodology. The process of compiling the dataset is
presented in a two steps documentation. This paper represents the first step
and has the role of outlining the main principles: the origin of the census, the
state of the preserved material, nature of the historical information, the variables
within the dataset: systems of labeling and coding, the rationale behind them,
general difficulties and ambiguities. Ideally, a thorough documentation should
present a full list of unique harmonized labels and codes used for each
variable, together with the corresponding information within the source.
However, at the moment, this paper was written, the coding process was still
ongoing. Moreover, because presenting correspondence tables takes plenty of
editorial space, this second part of the documentation will be published solely
online, along with the database. Therefore, the sections below are not destined
to provide complete details on the contents of each column.

[ tried to maximize the application of all of these principles, although some
exceptions had to be made. In some cases, applying a strict guideline was relatively
useless, while in others, there was the risk of over-processing the historical content, thus
creating ambiguity, as detailed onwards. I will explain how procedures and
compromises were carried out by elaborating on each step of the process.

Basic transcription

This stage took place by transcribing the information into a spreadsheet. Two
main aspects can be discussed here. First is the historical writing and its conversion
to present-day norms. In the age a Romanian version of the Cyrillic alphabet was

% Siegfried Gruber, Mosaic data files: Documentation of harmonized variables, Version 1.9 (Aprl 7"
2015), https://censusmosaic.demog berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/mosaic_data_files_harmonized
variables_version_1.9.pdf; accessed in June 2020.
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used. Its set of letters could vary from one author to another, as did calligraphy,
accents, and punctuation, which were quite diverse. To add to these irregularities,
abbreviations were often used.

2’3’/))'0%& Q{“"ﬂ‘/’
~ /

Figure 1. Exemplification of Cyrillic writing styles
in Wallachia: the name Dumitru

Influence from the Latin alphabet can also be noted, the reason why the
Wallachian and Moldavian writing from that age is sometimes referred to as
“transition alphabet”, employed before the adoption of the Latin alphabet in the
1860s. Whatever the letters and calligraphy used, the source was transcribed into
the present-day Romanian alphabet, following a graphic principle, according to
which I prioritized signs over pronunciation. My goal was to be as transparent as
possible as towards what signs were used, and not to interpret how they were
pronounced. I used the closest but also the most basic correspondence between the
two alphabets, avoiding the use of accents. I also avoided the tacit filling of
abbreviated words, often used in Romanian source editions. Instead, I marked the
abbreviated parts with brackets “(...)”, as in the following example:

, r’é}g ¢ r(oman) vad(u)v

<

Figure 2. Exemplification of transcribing abbreviated words.

Another tacit intervention on the historical text often made by Romanian
historians is when confronted with the sign /b — 4. This sign was often used in
constructions that today use the sign “4”. The argument is that the sound was
pronounced as today (&), but only written differently out of pure convention — so it
should be transcribed as “4”. I avoided making this modification and reflected the
signs as they are in the source.
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The only compromise from the graphic principle is made in the case of what
seem to be silent vowels. They are represented in soft signs that mark the
palatalization of consonants: -a, -u, as well as -4 (more rare), often found following
-n, and -1. These signs appear out of two possible reasons. First, out of convention,
as a legacy of Slavic writing, in the same manner as modern Slavic Cyrillic
alphabets include the yer/er sign. Second, via Romanian, where each consonant, if
pronounced independently, has vowels attached to it. In speech, these vowels become
silent when the consonant is linked with other sounds to form a word or syllable.
The fact that some writers represented silent vowels might suggest that their spelling
was not cursive, but made syllable by syllable or letter by letter. Soft signs were
usually attached at the end of consonants (like Ivanad and siné in Figure 3), but in
rare cases they can also be found preceding it (like Mainda and Aindrei). Whatever the
explanation, signs marking silent vowels were omitted from the transcription.

Transcription in the data set

' .
/61 Wj) %—m Zto Ivana sina Petco Ivan sin Petco

A ?? @::0 £/> Aindrei Andrei

/( A & %45}/ a ! Mainda Manda

Figure 3. Exemplification of silent vowls in Walalchian Cyrilic writing.

The second important aspect related to transcription is the source’s tabular
form. The intention was to replicate it as much as possible, but two of its columns
contain more than one set of terms or expressions, each associated with a different
type of historical information. In their case, replicating the exact source format
would render the basic transcription extremely hard to work with. Moreover,
separating each by type of information would not hinter the understanding of the
content, as explained further below. From this point of view, strictly respecting the
source table is an unnecessary principle. Therefore, in the transcription phase, I
proceeded to split these columns, as follows:

I. ,,Name” (column 2). As implied, it contained the name, and, besides it, the
relation of the individual to other co-residents. Since there was no official
procedure in defining or assigning names, individuals could be referred to
by their baptism name, but also by their title/appellative, occupation,
nickname, kin. Informal practices used at that time make classifying names
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and nicknames rather tricky. At the same time, it is not the purpose of this
paper, nor that of the population sample, to discuss and account for all the
nuances. My purpose is only to give the information a minimal coherence
and let the reader and user of the sample judge by themselves how names
and identities overlapped. In this sense, 1 used three minimal criteria to
distinguish between different components. First, I isolated the first name
(given at baptism) from any other word or phrase, because it is very easily
recognizable in Romanian sources. Second, I took the first name as a
reference point and proceeded to separate all other parts according to their
position to the first name. Third, the relation to other members of the
household was judged separately, since its demarcation also came without
ambiguities. Following this principle, I classified the information present in
the column ,,Name” as follows:

o information recorded before the first name. It was usually an expression
used to address individuals by referring to their status, in turn, shaped by
multiple criteria: noble rank, occupation, age. Old people were
addressed using: ,,baba”, ,matusa” (for women) /,,mos”, ,,uncheasu” (for
men); priest by popa, preotul, duhovnicul, noblemen by their rank, and
so forth.;

o the first name, which was the name given at baptism;

o information following the first name can be assimilated to family names
or nicknames. As in other European countries, family names were often
derived from kinship, taking the form of simple or composite nouns.
The latter were quite recurrent, formed by adding particles derived from
Slavonic. These particles were: sin (“son of”), zet (“son-in-law of”), brat
(“brother of”), vrnuc (“grandfather of”), followed by the kin’s name.
Alternatively, Romanian could be used: ginerele lui (‘“son-in-law of”),
fratele lui (“brother of”), sora lui (“sister of”). The genitive particle al/a
lui or simply /ui (“of”) was used mainly to mark filiation of male
offspring: Dinu lui Marco = “Dinu [son] of Marco”. A secondary use
was for widows, who most often were referred to by their deceased
husband's name: Mitra a lui Barbu = “Mitra [widow] of Barbu”. The
same applied if the husband was absent from the household in the
moment of the census (some were recorded as imprisoned or serving in
the Army). The referred kin could be named only by the first name or by
first name and family name (or substitute). Multiple patterns could be
found for family names, including combinations of kinship and
nicknames, or two kinship references. Examples: Tudor Costandin, ce-i
zice si_Gdind Mdreatd (father’s first name + one’s nickname); Stan
Stelea ce-i zice si zet Ganea (father’s first name or family name(?) +
father-in-law’s first name); Ghifd cumnatu lui Stefan brat Vilcea
(brother-in-law’s first name + brother-in-law’s brother’s first name); Ilie
Stefan Cdrciumaru Galiceanu (father’s name + occupation + nickname,

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro




33 Digitizing the Wallachian Census Forms of 1838 51

derived from the place of origin). All of these possibilities make naming
patterns in the census extremely various;

o status/relation to other members of the household or family: wife, son
daughter, mother, father, servant, and so on. These expressions could
also precede or follow first names but are easily distinguishable because
each census taker used standardized expressions, repeated in the same
sequences (for example, the wife was enumerated after the husband,
sons before daughters). Accolades were used for individuals sharing the
same status, thus adding a visual mark for this type of information,
clearing it of ambiguities (Figures 4 and 6).

When transcribing the census forms, I divided the ,,Name” column into four

artificial columns, each assigned to one of the four variables presented above (Figure 4):

e appellative_or — containing any information recorded before the first
name, such as titles or nicknames;

e first name_or — name of baptism;

e second name_or — anything that followed the name of baptism,
substituting as family name;

e relation_or — for any information referring to the relation of persons that
lived together.

This separation enables each element to be tackled more easily, while not interfering
too much with the historical information. If the user of the sample decides that the
title and second name are interchangeable, or that the second name can be divided
or classified in various ways, the format fully allows for such initiatives.

vjwig’*/’ é‘“‘/’“ —' i pc')stelnicu Cazan Falcescu
/4 I~ "y P - Ilinca, sotiia lui
S _g= ___f Andrei
2 /2 AR Lo ba(le,w{ .
30, Ao . Je(te) { Mari.ia
S / P — @ Frusina
house no._or appellative_or  first name or  second name_or relation_or
114 postelnicu Cazan Falcescu
114 Ilinca sotiia lui
114 Andrei ba(ieti)
114 Dumitru ba(ieti)
114 Mariia fe(te)
114 Frusina fe(te)

Figure 4. Exemple of how the column Name was transcribed.
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II. ,,Worked land — Pogoane lucrate” (column 9, see Figure 7). Here, the
census agent wrote the number of plots (pogoane) used by each individual
for crops and hayfields. This column was split in as many unique usages
found in all of the sample.

\-

g’ 3 grau (wheat)
7¥: 8 porumb (corn)
2 orz (barley)
3 fan (hay)

N ov

&
X’sf&* N

Figure 5. Exemple of how the column Used land was transcribed.

A similar case can probably be made for the column Disabilities since it
recorded not only disabilities but also the time of their occurrence (at or after
birth). However, this column had relatively few rows filled, so, working with its
content is not difficult. Hence, the source format was respected in this instance.

All other columns were transcribed as they are in the source and are included
in the public datasets.

Lastly, some parts of the source were excluded entirely from the population
sample itself, since the information does not refer to individual persons, but the
whole community. These are the aggregate reports the census takers wrote for each
settlement (Figure 8). They are being transcribed but will be made available
separately from the primary datasets.

Harmonization and harmonized variables

The process of harmonization (or standardization) consisted of creating variables
(columns) in which the historical information is converted in a standardized form
(labels or codes), making it easier to use digitally, in versions suited for scientific
purposes. Revisiting a previous example, “son” in the census appears as: fiu-sau,
fii-sau, fiu, fecioru, feciori, baiat, bdieti. To a census agent, the exact term or form
made little difference. But for a historical demographer interested in converting
census forms into data, and then analyzing the data, such lack of uniformity can
translate into a real impediment. Therefore, adaptations are necessary.

For the 1838 datasets, the process of harmonization involved:

1. Creating new sets of variables for information that either does not exist in

the source, either it exists, but not in tabular form. Such variables refer to
topics like:
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a. Basic descriptors:

1. Geo-referenced information: places, administrative units. Every
row/record in the dataset, which represents one individual, is assigned
variables describing places;

ii. Numeric identification numbers that, applied to individuals or groups
of individuals, facilitates analysis;

b. Gender of individuals — is not present as an independent column in the
census form, but can be inferred;
c. Quality-flag variables: these variables assess the degree of confidence in
the process of adaptation (harmonization), marking potential problems.
2.Creating sets of variables that complement existing columns in the census
forms, where the original information was too irregular to use, like in the
previous example (of “son”).
I will further detail how these processes take place by tackling each type of
information present in the datasets.

Basic descriptors were created in order for the information to be identified
geographically and historically. Their design takes into consideration the possibility of
the database to be expanded with samples from the same source or different sources. In
such an event, each record (person, row) will have to be distinguished by identifiers
unique within the entire collection. The variables allocated to these identifiers are:

e source: this variable uses a single label: Wallachia general census 1838;

e id source. represents the numeric version of source: instead of a text label,

it uses a numeric code: “101” was assigned to the census.

e id person. As the name suggests, it is a (numeric) code applied to all persons
within the datasets. When future samples are added, the methodology of
generating the code ensures non-repetition. The personal ID number is
formed by concatenating three codes:

id_source code (3 digits) + LAU-2 code® + running number within the LAU-2
code for all locations currently belonging to the LAU + running number within the
historical place (five digits)

Example: the first person recorded in the village Géngiova (Map 7) will
receive the following code: 101725790200001 = 101 (the code for the Wallachian
census) + 72579 (LAU-2 code for the commune of Gangiova) + 02 (because the
historical village Gangiova was the second village located within the territory of
present-day Géangiova commune) + 00001 (because the person is the first one
enumerated within that village.

*This is a numeric code assigned to all territorial administrative units (unitati administrative
teritoriale), a system used across the European Union. See Eurostat: https://ec.europa.ew/eurostat/web/
nuts/local-administrative-units (June 2020).
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e country_hist: name of the historical country (principality) where the source
originated.

e admhist_I: first historical administrative division bellow country level, in
this case, judef (district/county).

e admhist_2: second historical administrative division bellow country level -
plasé / plai — see Map 4;

e place: name of the historical settlement, as it appears in the census operation
(it disregards possible alternative names present in other sources).

e place_div: name of the settlement’s division (hamlets, neighborhoods, sectors),
if these are reflected in the census. If they are not, the label “undivided”
was used.

e place code: applied to settlements, this variable uses the same methodology
as MOSAIC. Each code is formed by concatenating:

country ISO code (3 digits)® + the LAU-2 code (9 digits) + running number within
the LAU-2-code for all villages belonging to the same LAU-2 (3 digits)

See example in Map 7.

Gender was inferred using mainly the information regarding the relationship
to other persons. Labels such as “wife”, “sons”, “daughters” made this task relatively
easy. If the relation status was missing because the person was the head of the
household, civil state was used for reference, as well as other elements (the presence of
a wife, occupation, etc.). It was harmonized following the MOSAIC guidelines,
into two variables:

e sex, using four labels: male, female, illegible and missing/unknown.

e gsex, a variable that marks whether or not there are potential contradictions
between the information used to infer sex.

Age will be represented by three variables:

e gge or: the basic transcription from the census form, information that
comes in numeric of alpha-numeric form. Examples: I, 2, 3, 20, 34, de
2 saptamdni (*“2 weeks 01d™), de 6 luni (“6 months old”);

e age, the same variable as in MOSAIC, designed for statistical analysis,
retaining only number formats. Whole numbers were reproduced as they
are in the source, except when the reported age more than 125, in which
case it received a special code. Fractions of ages were ignored, retaining
only whole numbers. Special codes were used where the age was unknown,
less than 1.

e gage, or quality flag check for age. This variable mark two instances where
the quality of the historical information is of visible concern: ages over 125

% See United Nations Statistics Division: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/tradekb/knowledgebase/
country-code (June 2020).
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or if the age of the individual is not in accordance with that of related
individuals (as in the MOSAIC ‘Guidelines). Different codes/labels were
used for each situation.

Marrital status too will be reflected by the same three variables: the original
transcription (marrital status_or), plus the two others used in MOSAIC: marst (the
harmonized information for marital status) and gmarst (the quality check variable
coresponding to mars?).

Relations between individuals. In historical times, the networks each individual
was part of can be defined by multiple criteria: economic relations (employer-
employee; landowner-land tenant), spatial proximity (neighbor-neighbor; coresident-
coresident), kinship, spiritual kinship, friendship, discord. The criteria that is best
reflected in the census form is that of coresidence. Individuals that were grouped by
house were those for which relations were defined in most detail and in the most
uniform manner. In some cases, it is possible to infer kinship ties between individuals
belonging to different houses. Names make such reconstructions possible. In the
example below, we see loan, son of Mirea Boati, living in house no. 16. In the next
house, there is Ioan, son of loan Boatd. We can safely assume that the two are related, the
ages confirming that loan from house 17 is most likely the son of Ioan from house 16.

Table 2

Wallachia, census of 1838. Extract for village Coveiu de Sus (Dolj),
households no. 16 and 17 (columns Name and Age)

16 loan Mirea Boata 55
Stana sotiia sa (wife) 50
Dinu fiu-sdu (son) 15
Mariia fata (daughter) 10
17 loan sin loan Boati 26
Mariia sotiia sa (wife) 23
Il\)/ll:l}iln baieti (sons) ‘l‘
Maria fata (daughter) 3

For the time being, the first samples of the database are projected to exclude
harmonized variables on cross-household ties. There are several reasons for this: these
relations can be established mainly in cases of direct filiation of male descendants;
for now, it is uncertain how many of them can be identified; the process of
identification is mostly manual (therefore the effort needed is considerable and the
results unpredictable). Hence, I decided to prioritize coding only for ties that are
visible inside the household.

Here, various overlapping links can be drawn. Let us take, for example, the
two households from the village of Tunarii Romaéni, presented in Table 3. Their
structure can be defined in a number of ways, like considering generational thresholds.
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Household 25 hosted three generations. Matei Parvu lived with his wife, four
unmarried children (lon, Iancu, Opra, Anuta) and two married sons: Stan and Neagoe.
Stan’s son, lon, was the younger member of the household, representing the third
generation when compared to Matei, and the second generation when compared to
his father. If we account for kin status, then the situation complicates itself: Ion
(age 1) is the son of Stan, grandchild of Matei and nephew to Neagoe, lon, lancu,
Opra, and Anuta. Marica is wife to Neagoe, daughter-in-law to Matei, sister-in-law
to Stan and aunt of lon (age 1). Household 27 also had three generations, but its
structure is far simpler. Instead of three married couples, it only had one: Vani, son
of Pirvu lived with his wife Floarea and three children (llie, Stanca, Opra), but
with his mother, Vanca, as well.

To create order out of these entangled perspectives, and simultaneously retain
the complexity of each household, historical demographers operate with two main
complementary concepts, each convertible into variables.

The first is the conjugal family unit, or CFU. It is comprised of the
individuals that were part of the same nuclear family and lived together. When two
or more related families shared one household, this concept prioritizes individuals
who headed their own family, isolating them from other kin. It means that CFUs
can take only three forms: couples without unmarried children, couples with
unmarried children, single parents with unmarried children®. In household 27,
there are three CFUs: one lead by Matei Parvu, one by Stan, and one by Neagoe.
Applying the same logic, in household 25, we have only one CFU — that of Vani.
Even though he lived with his mother, their relationship is not classified. On the
one hand, Vana was married, so he is the head of his own CFU. On the other hand,
since Vanca was left without coresident unmarried children, she is simply not part
of a CFU.

Translating these concepts to a coding system did not follow specific
international standards, because, to my knowledge, there are not any that are widely
used. This should not worry the user of the dataset, because the classification of
CFU is straightforward, so navigating through systems used by different historians
is an easy task. Hence, because of the few unique labels used, the user can simply
replace them, if they see fit to do so. The Dem-Ist database uses three variables for
CFUs:

e cfu relation: represents the status of each individual inside the CFU:
“head”, “wife”, “child”, “unknown/ambiguous” and “no CFU”- the last
label reserved for persons like Vanca from our example. “head” applies
either to a husband or a widowed parent (regardless of gender).

e id cfu: a unique numerical code specific to the members of the same CFU.
It is generated in the same manner as id_pers, except it applies to more
than one person. Individuals who were not members of CFU (labeled “no

% Eilidh Garrett, Alice Reid, Kevin Schiirer, Simon Szreter, Changing Family Size in England
and Wales: Place, Class and Demography, 18911911, Cambridge University Press, 2006, p. 59.
https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



39 Digitizing the Wallachian Census Forms of 1838 57

CFU™) also received a unique ID within this variable. The codes used in

Table 3 are for example purposes only, to show the members of the same

CFU. The codes in the public sample are different.

e g _cfu_relation: the quality of information on which the coding is based. It

will contain three labels:

o “not altered” — if there is no problem with the historical information;

o “altered because of missing information”;

o “altered because of contradictory information”;

o “not altered, non-consecutive order” — used in cases were the CFU
relation was transparent, but members are not listed in consecutive order
(which may cause ambiguities).

Conceptualizing and coding the CFU is not sufficient to encompass the
complexity of inner-household relations. That fact that in household 27, we have
three CFUs, does not tell us anything about what kind of kinship links their
members. So, the second set of variables applies to the entire residential group. The
Dem-Ist database uses the same system of classification as MOSAIC, replicated
from NAPP. This system uses the household head (or householder) as reference,
and classifies all other residents according to their relation to the household head.
In household 25, everyone is labeled according to their position towards Vana:
wife, child, child, child, and mother. The same in household 27, in regards to
Matei. The following variables were created to harmonize residential status:

e hh_relation: the equivalent of relate in MOSAIC, applying the system of

standardization described above;

® id hh: a unique numerical code given to the members of the same

household, formed in the same manner as /D pers and ID CFU. The codes
used in Table 3 are for example purposes only, to show the members of the
same household. The codes in the public sample will be different;

e ghhrelation: the equivalent of grelate in MOSAIC, a variable that signals

problems in coding the original information.

Table 3

Wallachia, census of 1838. Extract for village Tunarii Romani (Dolj), households no. 25 and 27
(columns Name and Age).

house  first last CFU CFU Hh Hh status

no. name name relation age ID relation 1D

25 Vana sin Parvu 30 1 head 1 householder
Floarea sotiia sa (his wife) 28 1 wife 1  spouse
Ilie fiu-sdu (his son) 2 1 child 1 child
Stanca fata (girl) 3 1 child 1 child
Opra fata (girl) 1 1 child 1 child
Vanca muma-sa (his mother) 70 2 noCFU | parent

27 Matei Pirvu 68 3  head 2 householder
Marica sotiia sa (his wife) 60 3 wife 2 spouse
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Table 3 (continued)

Ion baeti (boys) 12 3  child 2 child

lancu baeti (boys) 9 3 child 2 child

Opra feate (girls) 16 3 child 2 child

Anuta feate (girls) 13 3  child 2 child

Stan fiu-sdu (his son) 21 4  head 2 child

loana sotiia sa (his wife) 19 4 wife 2 child-in-law
lTon fiu-sau (his son) 1 4  child 2 grandchild
Neagoe brata (brother) 17 5  head 2 child
Marica sotiia sa (his wife) 17 5 wife 2 child-in-law

Occupation was challenging to manage because of two main factors. Firstly,
recording it was de facto not restricted to one column. According to the instructions, it
should have been limited to Occupation, but, since fiscality overlapped with social
status, in turn overlapping with professions, some census agents listed occupation
under the Fiscal category as well. Three patterns emerged: recording occupation
solely under Fiscal category, recording it only under Occupation, recording it both
columns. Moreover, these pattemns did not apply universally, but only for three main
categories: the clergy, public officials, and military recruits. So, from the start, this
irregularity had to be fixed. A second challenge was to adapt the information to
international standards. HISCO — Historical International Standard Classification
for Occupations — is probably the system used most widely, including by the
HPDT. It is practically the adaptation of the ISCO (International Standard
Classification for Occupations), but destined for use in historical research
developed by a team of researchers at the International Institute of Social History®’.
It is also not a single of variable, but several:

e HISCO - the coding system for occupations;

e HISCO Status, referring to career stages (apprentice, journeyman, master)
or other hierarchical levels applied to the occupation (education, business
ownership);

e HISCO Relation — kinship relation to practitioners;

e HISCO Product — the nature of objects or services provided by occupations.

Given the complexity of these systems and of the Wallachian data itself, the
ambiguities in equating Wallachian terms/occupations to international standards,
also given the reduced manpower of the project, the initial releases of the Dem-Ist
database will be harmonized according to just one system: HISCO. Overall,
occupation will be present in the following variables:

e occupation_or: the basic transcription of the column Occupation from the

census form.

e occupation I: this variable offers the occupation recorded in either column
(Occupation and/or Fiscal category). If an individual has two recorded

" Marco H.D. van Leeuwen, Ineke Maas and Andrew Miles, HISCO - historical international
standard classification of occupations, Leuven, Leuven University Press, 2002,
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occupations, only the first is covered in this column. No changes were
made to the terms used in the source.

e occupation 2; for the second recorded occupation (if appliable);

e occupation source: this variable shows from what column the occupation
was extracted (Qccupation and/or Fiscal category);

e HISCO oc_1I: this variable harmonizes the information from occupation 1,
using the HISCO classification tree, composed of nine major groups, each
with its own minor groups®;

o HISCO oc_2: idem, but for occupation 2.

Fiscal category and dependent information chapters (class and nationality)
represent another field where no internationally standardized coding was used for
reasons that should be obvious: the historical information is too specific and hard
to interpret in a standardized form. As said, this column combined fiscality and
social status, so we have two types of information, but that could not be separated
during the transcription phase, since very often they were embedded in the same
term or expression. In this case, the solution was to distinguish between them in the
harmonization phase, by allocating special variables to each.

In Wallachia, not all socio-professional categories were subject to paying
taxes. These were: the nobility, the clergy, slaves, foreign subjects, as well as those
that offered or were mandated to offer their services to the state. Military recruits
were also exempted, as well as a person of their choosing.

Individuals from remaining categories were categorized using a combination
of criteria: occupation, type of settlement, existing family, family origin, capacity
to earn a living. They were subjected to:

e The main tax, or head-tax (capitatie or bir), destined to the state coffers,
was paid by everyone who did not practice crafts or commerce (most of
whom were agriculturers). It was complemented by a local tax (zeciuald),
equivalent to 10% of the head tax. All married men (from the mentioned
category) paid these taxes, although exceptions applied: in the case of
incapacity and during the first six months after their first marriage. Widows
and those incapacitated were exempted, with one exception: if the widow
lived with one unmarried abled son, over the age 20. In that case, half of
the amount of the head-tax was due.

e The “patent” (patentd), paid to the state by urban artisans and merchants,
plus a local tax.

® A tax owed by mazili — the descendants of second-class nobles.

The manner in which all of these arrangements are reflected in the 1838
census is as follows. Those exempted because of social class were marked simply
by stating their title or social status: noble, clergy, slave, etc. Nobles were recorded
by rank, clergy by position. According to the instructions, slaves had to be recorded
by type of owner, while also mentioning the owner’s name. The rest usually fell

% Besides the cited work, see also https:/historyofwork.iisg.nl/major.php (June 2020).
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under the main categories mentioned above: head-tax payer (regardless of the sum
required to pay) and exempted (regardless of reason). Sometimes the census agent
went into detail and reported even more exact circumstances, but this was not a
common practice, so the source is biased in this regard.

One additional mention should be made regarding former crown slaves.
Wallachia formerly knew their existence, but with the Organic Regulation the prince
lost ownership over them, and they became known as “State Gypsies” (figanii
Statului). With minor exceptions, they appear as such in the census. This term,
however, should not be taken in a denotative sense — the state (government) did not
own them. They could not be sold, exchanged, married off into captivity, as slaves
were — such actions were illegal®, as was their use in unpaid labor™. They were
taxed as free people were, and, in 1838, a law proclaimed their freedom’’. The
relative freedom that they experienced during this decade caused much confusion,
as different dates are cited for their emancipation, both in historical sources and by
historians (1831, 1832, 1837, 1838, 1843, 1847). The most common one used today is
1843, referring to a law that transferred fiscal and police authority over them from
one branch inside the Department of Interior office to another, a law that did not
refer to their freedom or emancipation. In my view, how this law was later cited as
emancipation is a meer cliché, with no explicit arguments’ and derived from an

% Bogdan Mateescu, Cdsdforia robilor: intre alegerea cuplului si voinfa stapénului. Studiu si
documente de arhiva despre casatoriile robilor din Tara Romdneasca dupa 1830, Brasov, Etnous,
2014, p. 21-38. In this aspect, historians generally focused on the fact that after 1831 they were taxed
as free people, but ignored other issues such their right to marry or the interdiction to marry slaves (in
1832) and other obligations towards the govemment. Labor duties, military recruitment; or rights
such as access to public health, education and justice courts. The exact set of rights and obligations
that they were subject to — regardless if it determined the status of slave or freeman, or just as tax
payers — is still to be fully studied and understood.

™ They did participate in some mandatory labor, but, in my opinion, it was in the same manner
as free people. One fundamental difference between these duties and those that envolved slaves was
payment. For numerous examples 1830s paid contracts (or references to contracts) between former
crown slaves and public institutions, see the National Archives of Romania, fond Vornicia Temnitelor
(1831-1840).

" The same law allowed for the marriages between them and Romanians.

7 For example, Viorel Achim writes that “The abolition of the slave status was carried out by
the removal of these Gypsies from the tax records of the Prison authority, and their transfer to the
civil authority” (The Gypsies in the Romanian Principalities: The Emancipation Laws, 1831-1856, in
,Historical Yearbook. Nicolae lorga Institute of History”, 1, 2004, p. 115). The author’s statement
does not contain any explanation. Of course the individuals were transferred from one record
(administration) to another — that was the essence of the law. However, since the law did not refer to
the status or rights of individuals, for a historian, the point was to explain why this transfer should (or
should not) be considered an emancipation. What rights did the individuals gained — how did these
rights defined them as free men? What ownership rights that the state lost? What did the law actually
mean in relation to authority? Instead, the author avoids these issues and simply repeats a summary of
the bureaucratic aspect of the law, as other authors did as well. In my opinion, from the point of view
of written and customary law, the law of 1843 did not touch upon freedom or slavery. By all
accounts, the respective individuals were already considered free by 1843.
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error made in the civil code in 1854". In the sample, these individuals are harmonized
as fiscalized Roma’* and, in my opinion, should not be considered as slaves of the
government (at least not until strong arguments are brought).

To tackle these entanglements, 1 designed the sample to have four variables:

e fiscal or: fiscal status as recorded in the source;

e fiscal status: harmonized variable. Here, individuals are classified in four
categories: “head-tax payers” (regardless of taxation level), “patent payers”,
“mazili”, “former crown slaves” and “exempted” (regardless of reason);

e reason for exemption, applied only to exempted individuals. The title of the
variable is self-explanatory; four labels were used: “social category”, “military

2
M

recruit”, “foreign subject”, “unspecified,” and “other/ambiguous”.

e class_fiscal gen. Here 1 harmonize the social class of exempted classes of
individuals, each receiving a general label: “noble”, “clergy”, “slave”,
“foreign subject”, and others.

e class_fiscal subtype. Every exempted individual is labeled according to the
subtype recorded in the census:

o nobles according to their ranks: postelnic, medelnicer, serdar, etc.;

o clergy and employees of the Church, according to their rank: deacon, priest,
dean, bishop;

o slaves according to their owner: private slaves or Church slaves;

o foreign subjects according to their nationality.

Property was more simple to deal with since it encompassed only one type
of information, although some nuances applied differently from towns to villages.
Since the initial samples of the database include only the latter, I will leave towns
outside the discussion, for now. In the countryside, the focus fell on land ownership,
the census column being designed to record the main social actors from this point
of view: small land tenants (c/dcasi), small landowners (mosneni), large land tenants
(arendasi) and large landowners (proprietari, mosieri). The dataset will cover this
aspect in two columns:

e property or: the basic transcription;

e property: the harmonized version. It uses only a few labels: mainly, the
four categories described above. “Others” or “unknown/ambiguous”, might
be added. In some circumscriptions, the expression scutit (exempted) is
used widely, referring to peasants that did not own land but, at the same
time, were not subjected to obligations/payments by the landowners.
Usually, it applied to old, widowed and/or incapacitated, or peasants that
only used land for house and garden, not for crops. But it is uncertain the
extent to which this principle was continuously followed, and which census
agents ignored it. Given this potential problem, it should be assumed that

™ Bogdan Mateescu, Cdsdtoria robilor..., p. 31-38.
™1 avoided the term “tax payer” because some were exempted.
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cldcas might refer to landless peasants in general, not just for those that
were effectively subject to agrarian duties. Because of this discrepancy, |
used the label cldcas (small land tenant) even if the person is mentioned as
exempted. An additional variable is created for the latter situations:

e labor_exempted: all persons marked as scutit will receive a yes under this
column. The user of the database should mind the bias of the historical
information in this respect.

Ethnicity was recorded in the homonym column from the census form. Like
in the case of occupation and fiscal category, overlapping identities caused some
complicated patterns of references. The following patterns can be observed:

e Romanians, the ethnic majority of the principality, were usually divided
according to origin and/or nationality. Wallachian subjects were labeled
Rumdn or Romdn (Romanian); Moldavian subjects — Moldavian; Austrian
subjects — Ungurean (roughly translated as Romanian from Transylvania).

¢ German-speaking people were recorded as Neamy (German); with exceptions
made in the case of Prussians (mentioned as such).

* Roma were sometimes divided by professional groups (neamuri): Rudari,
Ursari, etc.

e Converts to Orthodox (Eastern) Christiany received a special mention of
their baptism: ovrei / turc botezat (baptized Jew / Turk);

¢ Non-Christians were sometimes labeled according to their religion, and not
their ethnicity: calvin, luteran.

Therefore, ethnicity was recorded with special references to nationality,
subculture and religion. However, these patterns do not seem to have been applied
universaly, so the level of detail should should be taken as biased. Given the
potential error in analysis, the Dem-Ist samples will contain the following types of
variables related to ethnicity:

e ethnicity or: the basic transcription of the source column.

e ethnicity_gen (general). In this harmonized variable, labels were reduced to
general categories: Romanians (regardless of nationality/origin), Germans
(regardless of nationality), Roma (regardless of professional category), etc.
Non-ethnic denominations were labeled unknown/ambiguous.

e ethnicity_subtype: here, harmonized labels reflect all subtypes of references,
regardless of their specificity (religious, cultural, professional).

Wealth and resources. Here, processing the information was the most
simple. Problems posed by the original format only exited in the case of used land,
resolved since the basic transcription phase, as explained earlier. The population
sample will contain:

e one variable for each type of land use found in the forms. So far, these are:

wheat, corn, barley, oat, millet, and hay. The variables are titled according
to the name of the crop plus the ending _or. The information is expressed
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in the number of pogoare, the unit of measurement used in the Romanian
principalities, equivalent to approx. 0.5012 ha.

one variable for each kind of domestic animal: horses, bulls, cows, sheep,
goats, pigs, buffalo, donkeys, and mules, representing the sum of each kind
of livestock.

one variable for the number of hives: hives_or;

one variable for the sum of plum trees: plum trees_or;

one variable for the sum of mulberry trees: mulberry_trees;

one variable for the sum of other fruit trees: other fruit trees_or;

two variables for vineyard, depending on the unit of measurement used in
each circumscription: rows or pogoane;

Disability is present as the following variables:

disability_or: the basic transcription of the homonym column from the

census form;

disability _gen. this variable gives a generic description to the disability, by

assigning each case to one of the following labels:

o “general impairment”. This label is used for situations where the
individual is suggested to be generally incapable of self-sustaining. Fiscally,
it overlaps with situations where individuals were exempted because they
were unable to provide from themselves. Predictiabily, this is especially
the case of the elderly.

o “sensory impairment” for cases of blindness, deafness, muteness.

o “physical impairment” for dysfunctionalities of the limbs.

o “mental/intellectual impairment”, where terms like prost / nebun / lipsit
din minte () are employed by the census taker;

o “multiple impairments”: if the individual fell in two or more of the
above categories.

o “diseased”: applied to individuals recorded as having a desease in the
moment of the census. Such instances are more rare:

o “ambiguous/unknown”

Other labels may be created by time the samples will be released.

disability _subtype: this variable consists of subcategories of the previous
labels. For example: “blindness”, “deafness”, “muteness” will correspond to
“sensory impairments”. The full set of labels is in progress of being developed.
disability_event is a variable simple to tackle, consisting only of three
labels:

o “at birth”, for disabilities recorded by the census taker as dating since birth;
o “post-birth”, for disabilities mentioned as having occurred after birth;

o “unspecified”.

Social class and nationality will, for now, be reduced the the variables
derived from the column Fiscal category, presented above. In future phases
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international systems (such as HISCLASS, derived from HISCO) will probably be
implemented.

The type of presence is a crucial aspect covered both in historical and
modem-day censuses. Unfortunately, the Wallachian govrenment did not give any
instructions in regards to this topic, leaving ground-level agents to sort it as they
saw fit. The outcome can only be characterized using the words relativeness and
irregularity. Some agents seem to have completely disregarded absent persons, or
the issue of absence (recorded individuals might have been absent, but there is no
mention of this fact). Others included absentees, providing the context in notes
attached to various entries, in various columns. Figure 3 illustrates such a detail in
column 4 (Marrital status), but similar examples can be detected in columns 6 (Fiscal
category) and even 7 (Property). In the population sample, presence is harmonized
in two variables:
e presence, using the same labels/codes as MOSAIC: present, absent, obviously
dead, double entry, unknown. The user of the database is once again reminded
that these apply to a set of historical information that itself is not based on a
known methodology. Therefore, this variable should be used with caution;

® presence_source — in cases where the status of the individual is anything
but “present”, this variable indicates the census column(s) where the
contextual information lies. In the example from Figure 6, the label would
be “Name, Marital status”.

o

e L I b B J ;
CARRY. m,,:.m.,“. @l A 5 é,%?yt o
¢ umumrmwg./a‘;n; ® o s ; ‘ﬂZl’%rlvg’;} zs ¢
/4 a
(/La@&n—ay;my o) 2 ; 3 'f G‘ﬁ;! b A1y P
{ Qaalz.‘;,yh v 2 1 = 2 e A ¢
‘,____‘_ - e S PO —— - - - 3 ¥ S
21 |Igna, sotiia lui Pana Vic(a)r(u) sarbd cés(é)torit(é?_. 50
Pana Sarbu, sotu e la ocna barbatusduin| 35
Cirstea, fiu-sdu oncd pent(ru) | 20
Toma, fiu.sdu omor 10
21 Igna, wife of Pana Vic(a)r(u) Serb 771ar';'ie?d, her 50
Pana Sarbu, the husbandis i [ Is 55
in the mines {mpl'LSOI?ed]
Carstea, her son inthemines | 20
Toma, her son Sfor murder 10

Figure 6. Exemple of recording of an absent person. Fragment from village Boanta, subdistrict
Campu-Romanati.
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General quality check. Another step in preparing the material for public
release is verification for flaws in either transcription or harmonization.

A first phase of this process is carried out during transcription, by transcribing
each page column by column, rather than row by row. In the eventuality that
individuals or households were omitted by mistake, a gap in the Name column
would be visible after typing in other columns. A mismatch would occur between
names, marital state and age, which would prompt an ad-hoc verification.

Harmonized variables are tested for the following anomalies that mark
potential mistakes in the coding:

e regarding groups of individuals: households or CFUs with no coded heads
or with more than one head; married individuals without a spouse of with
more than one spouse.

¢ regarding individuals:

o Age/marital status: heads of families and widowed persons younger than
18; incompatibility between CFU status and marital status (example:
“child” under CFU, but coded as “married”; “wife” recorded as unmarried
or “widow™);

o Gender: incompatibility between the coded gender and that derived from
the original information (example: individuals recorded as “mumd-sa”
(“his mother”) under Name, but coded as “male” under sex; or gendered
names that do not correspond to their coded gender);

o Social status: incompatibilities between CFU status and occupation:
“wife” and “child” with a recorded occupation, fiscal status or property status.

¢ regarding wealth: individuals with more than five items of the categories
that are usually very scarce: donkeys, mulls, buffalo. Such instances may be
the result of mistyping the numbers in the wrong columns (example:
transcribing the number of pigs (which were quite common) under buffalo).

Or, individuals with more than ten bulls, or cows, since such livestock were

usually few, only several animals per owner. In their case, typing errors
could occur, or transcribing the number of sheep under cows, for example.

For each anomaly, the transcribed or harmonized information is verified
by consulting copies of the historical document.

Finally, the column Remarks will be added, signaling problems that are not
covered in the individual quality check variables (q_age, q sex, q_cfu_relation,
q_hh_relation). These problems include transcription issues such as uncertain
readings, or unusual features of the source information or format.

*

To conclude, the Dem-Ist database will be released with two population
samples from the 1838 Wallachian general census: one for subdistrict Balta-Dolj,
and one for Nucsoara-Muscel. Each sample will have two versions (Romanian and
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English) and will contain 31 variables (columns) of basic transcription of historical
information, as well as 37 harmonized variables. Out of the latter, 12 are according
to international systems of standardization applied to the same kind of historical
information, and all will come both text format (labels) and numeric format (codes).
This paper was meant to provide only the general methodology behind the process
of compiling these samples. How each original entry is converted into a standardized
form will be presented in separate online publications, accompanying the samples.

Work on digitizing these forms will continue beyond the current project’s
framework. New material will be added, and existing samples will be improved
with new samples and potential corrections. Hopefully, future projects will equip
the database with features enabling online analysis, data visualization or access to
archival copies of the census forms.

CONCLUSIONS

Romanian demographic sources are still very far from being valued at their
full potential. For the 19" century, most bear similarities with those from other
European countries: civil state records, fiscal censuses, general censuses, population
counts, counts, or lists of specific population groups. While some are known to
historians for decades, the majority are yet to be discovered in terms of preserved
material. Moreover, all still need to be addressed in terms of research questions and
paths in the fields of humanity, whether it is social history, economic history;
general inquiries, or micro-historical approaches. This is hardly possible, since
very few editions exist and the published material is tough to use, since it is in
paper format. Databases for historical demography not only constitute a platform
for publishing archival documents, but also provide it in formats indispensable in
specific fields of historical demography. With the launching of Dem-Ist database in
2021, and its expansion further into the future, these sources can be re-discovered
and integrated into new research paradigms.
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APPENDIX
1. Examples of formats used in compiling 19" century population records

Table 4

Lists of taxpayers and their wealth, 1828. Fragment for village Negrasi (Vlasca).
Romanian National Archives, Fond Administrative Vechi (1828-1831), file 3263/1828, p. 12v.

Name, On whose
patronym q estate
~ |, 2 ° = -S »
Y . 9 = S ] =
< | nickname | Z| | 2| 2| S| &| 2| af X RS
3| § S| E| sl 8|S 88 | &S
= = <| © S| = | B B 8| <[ B B Q.
Numele, Pa a cui
= sinul, - — N E _ mosie
o B porecla S = S Ll al g% g
Bl = gl sl @ ®|&|=| 8| E|]Ss| &| &
B = &l 8| > o M sl o Bl 2% 5| &
2 Mogsie
megieseasci
1 lordache 4 |14 |4
Argesan
1 Dinu 112 |2 25 60
Grecu
1 Radu sin 4 |5 38 10
Badea
Mainoiu
Table 5

Records of mandatory contributions to emergency food supplies, 1831. Fragment — village
Dobrogostea (Arges), 1831. Arges District Archives, Fond Pretura Plasei Pitesti (1831-1951),
file 4003/1831, p. 18.

Corn, pogoane | Millet, pogoane Corn, banite Millet, banite | Village Dobrogostea
Porumb Meiu pogoane Porumb banite | Meiu banite | Sat Dobrogostea
pogoane

4 4 lon Cérpenis

4 4 Dumitru, brat

2 2 popa lon

3 3 Anghel] Ragca
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Table 6

List of villagers and their wealth, 1832. Fragment for village Polovragi (Gorj). Romanian National
Archives, Fond Vomicia din Launtru (1829-1858), file 386/1832, vol. 11, p. 1050.

(2 g @ o] 2 Q s .
2 g s § g3 8 | & | & | subdistrict Novaci,
3 3 S | S S = g _§ £ | village Polovragi

A

® 2 s | £ | Plaiul Novadi,
‘s g 2 5 = @ & | S | satul Polovragi
2|5 |8|=5 |2 |8 |&|E|S
4 2 14 116 |2 2 Nicolae sin Avram
3 2 34 6 2 lon sin Manasiia
3 2 13 [26 |4 1 Dinu sin Manasiia

Table 7

List of landless peasants living on estates belonging to the Church, ... Fragment for village Barsanu
(Valcea). Vilcea District Archives, Fond Prefectura Judetului Vilcea (1830-1950), file 77/1837, p. 76.

Name of land Plots attributed to - -
. = itional S
Monastery Estate Ifznanrs. each l‘ar.m' tenant, s Additiona S
patronym and according to the s plots s
nickname Regulation

. Numele Suma pogoanelor de| _ _
Numirea Num.l.:'ea clicasilor cu loc ce are fiescare :E Sumal :E
ministirilor mosiior | sinu si porecla clicag dupa = pogoaneior | a
mandstiresti lor Regulament a. | ce prisosesc 2

Sfinta Mosiia Dinu Lanaru 8 1

Episcopiie Dragésani, Gheorghe sin 6 3

Ramnicu satu Barsanu Stan Cetera
Radu
Gridisteanu 6 28
Table 8

List of men and boys compiled from the orders of the Russian military government, 1849. Fragment
for village Dimieni (lalomita). lalomita District Archives, Fond Prefectura Judetului lalomita (1830-
1849), file 983/1849, p. 13.

NO'. (.)f First and last name Their age Fiscal status
families number
fanl::ﬂilor Numele si pronumele No.lor | Anii fieciruia l:)cr:rl;d;;':l;ﬁ
1 3 Frangul Baboia 1 50 Birnic
Stan, fii-sdu 1 15
Costandin | 8
1 4 Ion sin Petre Ursan 1 40 Idem
Tudor, fii-sdu 1 12
_Stefan, idem 1 9
Dobre, idem 1 5
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Table 9

List of Church slaves, Wallachia, 1839, fragment for village Dragutesti (Valcea). Vilcea District
Archives, Fond Pretura Plasii Oltul de Jos — Budesti (1831-1948), file 35/1839, p. 38.

No.

Vilage Dragusesti
Names of slaves
belonging to the
Holy Monastery of
Cotmeana, settled on
this estate, along
with the name of
their chieftains

age
Payed tax

Their condition

occupation

bulls

cows
horses

sheep

goats

pigs

No.

Satul Dragusesti
Numele tiganilor
Sintei Manastiri
Cotmenii ce sant
statorniciti tot pa
aceastd mosie,
precum si numele
vatafilor lor

este fiecare tigan

Virsta de céti ani
Ce capitatie a platit

Starea lor

Ce mestesug au

boi

vaci
cai

ol

capre

porci

Gheorghe, acestor
tigani de mai jos

Vataf

[98]
A%,

muncitor

Costandina, sotiia

o~

e
~4
[

Pitru, sin

=

Ion, sin

»

Floarea, sin, fatd

(F%)

Sandu Ologu

~J1
o
(=)

portar

Mariia,sottia

[
w

Ilinca, sin, fatd

—
-]

> Not specified in this case.
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Image 1. 1838 Wallachian census, form type A (province). Fragment for village of Comosteni (Dolj).

Fond Catagrafii (1818-1870), register 1/9, p. 373.

>

Romanian National Archives
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Image 2. Wallachian census — Type 1. Fragment, the town of Briila. Romanian National Archives,
Fond Directia Generala a Statisticii (1844—-1901), file 54.1859, p.83.
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Image 3. 1859 Moldavian census, form type IX. Fragment, village Miroslava (lasi). lasi District

Archives, Fond Ispravnicia lasi (1828-1860), register 4968/1859, p. 7.
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11. Wallachia in 1837

Map 4. Administrative divisions: districts and subdistricts.
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Map 4 — Legend. Names of districts (“judete”) and subdistricts (“pl
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for urban settlements see next map.
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Map 5. Urban settlements by type of headship.
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111. The 1838 general census of Wallachia

Map 6. Territory covered by preserved population forms and their archival references.
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Figure 8. Example of local-level census aggregate.
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Map 7. Exemplification of how current administrative units
are used to generate the place code.
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Table 10
Projected variables of the initial 1838 samples; their relation to the original form.
%)
. column in the . & international
column in the basic column in the & format™ | standards used
census form e public data sets ] .
transcription = for coding
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ " |_source Ro, En both e
e T country_hist Ro, En text i
admhist 1 admhist 1 text i
admhist_2 admhist_2 text
place place text
place_div place_div text | T ey
place code num. MOSAIC
id_pers num. MOSAIC
House no. house no_or num. eI
number) — id hh ) num.
title appellative or Ro text
first name first name or Ro text
second name second name_or Ro text
id cfu el num.
Numele cfu relation Ro, En both
(Name) relation g_cfu_relation Ro, En both eI
hh relation Ro, En both MOSAIC
g _hbh relation Ro, En both MOSAIC
T o sex Ro, En both MOSAIC
T q_sex Ro, En both MOSAIC
age_or Ro alpha-num [ MOSAIC
Virsta (Age) age age T [ num. MOSAIC
q_age Ro, En both MOSAIC
Césdtoria . marrital status_or Ro text el
(marital status) marital status marst Ro, En both MOSAIC
gmarst Ro, En both MOSAIC
Neamul N ethnicity_or Ro text -
(Ethnicity) ethnicity ethnicity gen Ro, En both
ethnicity_subtype Ro, En text
fiscal or Ro text
Birul (Fiscal fiscal status . Ro, En both
category) fiscal category | reason for exemption |Ro, En text
class_fiscal_gen Ro, En both
class_fiscal_subtype |Ro, En both
occupation_or Ro text
occupation | En text
Mestesugul . occupation 2 En text
(Occupation) occupation occupation_source Ro, En text
HISCO oc 1 Ro, En both
HISCO oc 2 Ro, En both

76 “Both” means that the variable has different formats, depending on the version of the sample: text
format in the label version; numeric format in the code version.
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property or Ro text
gf;ae ty) property property Ro, En both
perty labor exempted Ro, En text
disability or Ro text
Betesugul disabilit disability gen Ro, En both
(Disability) Y disability subtype Ro, En both
disability event Ro, En text
wheat wheat_or num.
Pogoane com com_or num.
lucrate (Used barley barley or num.
land) oat oat_or num.
millet millet_or num.
hay hay or num.
Cai (Horses) horses horses_or num.
Boi (Bulls) bulls bulls or num.
Vaci (Cows) [ COWS_or num.
Oi (sheep) sheep sheep or num.
Capre (Goats) | goats oats or num.
Rdmatori (Pigs) | pigs pigs_or num.
Bivoli S
(Buffalo) buffalo buffalo_or e num.
Magari .
(Donkeys) donkeys donkeys_or P num.
Catdri (Mules) [ mules mules _or e num.
Stupi (Bee . . NS
hives) bee hives bee hives_or //\\ num.
- ~ =
Pruni (Plum plum trees plum trees_or > num.
trees) - .
Duzi (Mulberry o
trees) mulberry tree mulberry tree_or />< num.
vineyard - rows | vineyard rows or T num.
Vie (Vineyard) ;Lﬂg"-g:;: - vineyard pogoane_or t>< num.
Pomet (Fruit . . ~_
trees) fruit trees fruit trees_or />\ num.
[various presence Ro, En both MOSAIC
columns)
g presence_source Ro, En text
remarks remarks Ro, En text

Credits, citations and remarks on to the maps published in this paper

All maps were made by the author of this paper, using the resources
presented below.
The 1833 Bergenheim-Galizin map of Wallachia’’ served for the approximate
reconstruction pf administrative borders in 1837 (Maps 2—6). Certain corrections or
adaptations were applied where needed, in order to respect 1837 boundaries. To

" National Archives of Romania (SANIC), Fond Documente Diplomatice (1626—1847), 146.
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give just one example, on the Russian map, the district of Braila is wrongfully
represented with three subdistricts. The most Southern one belonged to Slam-
Rimnic until 1831, when it merged with subdistrict Balta from Braila. Besides such
details, the reader should mind the fact that the administrative limits illustrated in
this paper reflect only the situation of late 1837, at the beginning of the census.
Changes took place shortly after the census ended (some even during the making of
the census): subdistricts Aref and Lovistea were merged, the most Southem tip of
Mehedinti district was moved to Dolj; several exchanges were made between Olt,
Arges and Teleorman. Similar cautions should be taken for urban settlements, as
some changed their status (institutions) within the same timeframe.

Given the fact that no publically available vector data exist for Romanian
historical geography of the 1830s, the instruments used so far had to be developed
from 0. Their development is ongoing, being continuously improved and corrected.
For this reason, minor differences can be observed between the maps presented
here and those from previous publications.

For natural landscape represented in Map 3-5, [ used the vector data authored
by Bogdan Candrea, Petronela Candrea si Mihai Daniel Nita, published on the
platform geo-spatial’®,

Current administrative borders shown in Map 7 are defined by the vector data
released by Agentia Nationala de Cadastru si Publicitate Imobiliarda (ANCPI), with
feature attributes added by geo-spatial.org; downloaded from geo-spatial.org in
December 2019.

DIGITIZING THE WALLACHIAN CENSUS FORMS OF 1838.
THE FIRST POPULATION SAMPLES OF THE DEM-IST DATABASE

Abstract

The 1838 census of Wallachia is the first modern Romanian census and one of the first in
South-Eastern Europe. Its population forms are preserved in most part, but are mostly unpublished
and very few researches are based on them. After a representative sample from this material was
published in 2012 in the MOSAIC database, the process of digitization continues at the Nicolae lorga
Institute of History, which plans to host the Dem-Ist database, explicitly designed for demographic
sources created in the former principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia.

At the same time, the historiographic context in which this effort takes place calls for a general
discussion on the need for such instruments, and the slow progress in which statistical sources are
valued. On the one hand, this paper will attempt to contribute to such a discussion. On the other, it
will present the general framework and methodology in which the first Dem-Ist population samples
are being compiled.

Keywords: 1838 census, Wallachia, database, Romanian historical demography, population studies.

"8 http://www.geo-spatial.org/download/harta-unitati-relief-romania, downloaded in December 2019.
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ISTORIOGRAFIE SI POLITICA

REVIZIONISM ISTORICO-POLITIC

ALEXANDRU MAMINA
(Institutul de Istorie ,, Nicolae lorga”)

In cunoastere, deci si in istoriografie, asistim periodic la revizuirea premiselor,
metodelor si interpretérilor. O revizuire ce poate sd decurga din evolutia cunoasterii
insidsi (noi descoperiri, acumuldri cantitative, reconsiderari teoretice), dupd cum
poate sa fie inspirata si de factori extraprofesionali, mai precis de comanda sociala,
adicd de ceea ce ,,se cautd” pe piata publicistico-mediaticd, sau de imperativele
politico-ideologice ale regimului. Mai ales in aceste ultime circumstante revizuirea
tinde s fie asumata in mod declarativ, precizdndu-se ca discurs polemic, altfel spus
ca revizionism. Prin revizionism intelegem asadar orientarea dintr-un cdmp de
cercetare, motivata profesional, social sau politic, ce vizeazd programatic modificarea
sau eliminarea unor teze si evaluari consacrate. In istoriografie, chestiunile disputate,
susceptibile si genereze directii si sd delimiteze tabere, sunt frecvent chestiuni
majore, cu relevantd in memoria colectiva si constiinta publicului dincolo de interesul
strict al specialistilor. Din acest punct de vedere, aparitia i cu precadere proliferarea
unui curent revizionist devin semnificative pentru autoreprezentarea mentald,
transformirile atitudinale si ,,agenda publicd” din societate. in general vorbind,
indiferent ce cred adeptii unei esente pure a cunoasterii, necontaminati de
contingent, istoricii activeazi in contextul de rigori al existentei cotidiene, care se
istoric prost platit, care pentru a se intretine trebuie sd-si completeze veniturile si
din alte surse de finantare decat salariul (burse, proiecte), este de obicei mai atent
in alegerea temelor de cercetare la ceea ce se promoveazi pe linie oficiald sau de
cétre diferitele fundatii particulare (de pilda multiculturalismul si studiile de gen).
in cazul unuia bine platit, conformismul deriva mai mult din dorinta de celebritate
sau chiar de ascensiune politica. Eliberarea de constringerile materiale constituie
astfel un element necesar al accederii la ,,obiectivitate” in istoriografie, dar in
legatura cu aceste lucruri am argumentat mai amanuntit in alta parte.

Un exemplu notoriu de revizionism il reprezintd reevaluarea, in Occident, a
Revolutiei franceze, Inceputd inca de la finele anilor 1970, in continuarea gandirii
lui Raymond Aron si sub influenta considerabila a lucrérilor lui Frangois Furet. A
fost vorba despre o reconsiderare in sensul desprinderii de marxism, asociat prin
excelentd cu numele lui Albert Soboul, si deopotriva de traditia interpretarii
»iacobine”, care facuse carierd de la Jules Michelet pand la Albert Mathiez cel

»otudii §i materiale de istorie modema”, vol. XX X111, 2020, p. 85-90
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putin. Miza politica subtextuald era, in conformitate cu viziunea liberalismului
clasic, disocierea principiilor valabile proclamate in 1789 de violenta Terorii,
atribuitd nu circumstantelor, ci dinamicii inerente a fenomenului revolutionar'. Cu
atdt mai mult cu cat a fost o violentd asumatd la vremea ei ca supralicitare
populara, egalitard, de unde si tentatia unor istorici cu vederi de dreapta mai vechi
sau mai noi (Pierre Gaxotte, Alain Besangon) de a face din episodul Terorii un fel
de anticipare a dictaturii comuniste’. Pe plan social si profesional, disputele s-au
circumscris conjuncturii specifice din mai multe tdri occidentale, corespunzand
tentativei mai ample a intelectualilor liberali si neoconservatori de a-si impune
hegemonia culturald in mediul universitar si in mass media dupa circa trei decenii
de preponderentd a stangii, rezolvand totodati pe aceastd cale si unele rivalitati
colegiale. Treptat, ca urmare a unor serii cauzale diferite asupra cérora nu insistam
acum, s-a devalorizat insasi ideea revolutionara, pana intr-acolo incét, de la varful
puterii politice, Nicolas Sarkozy si proclame la un moment dat ca spiritul de la
1968 s-a incheiat.

Dacé ne referim in mod particular la tema revolutiei, observdm ci ea a fost
abordata in istoriografia romani si dupa 1989, ceea ce denoti ci interesul legat de
aceasta nu se explica exclusiv prin raportarea la retorica oficiald a regimului comunist.
Pentru intervalul 1990-2008 am repertoriat, pe langd mai multe studii, 18 volume
consacrate numai evenimentelor din anii 1848—1849. Dintre autorii preocupati de
fenomenul revolutionar ii amintim pe Gheorghe Platon, Dan Berindei, Gheorghe
D. Iscru, Anastasie lordache, Apostol Stan, Camil Muresan, Gelu Neamtu, Liviu
Maior, Ela Cosma, Simona Nicoard, Nicolae Bocsan, lon Bolovan. Notdm ca in
majoritate erau in perioada mentionatd deja la maturitate, fapt relevant sub aspectul
pozitiondrilor istoriografice la care ne referim in continuare. Surprinzitor, desi a
provocat numeroase comentarii de presd, revolutia din 1989 s-a regasit destul de
putin in preocupdrile istoricilor profesionisti, doud exceptii notabile fiind Ioan
Scurtu si Constantin Corneanu. Treptat insd, fard si dispard, interesul fatd de
aceastd problematici a scazut. in 2019, de pilda, s-au implinit 230 de ani de la
inceputul Revolutiei franceze. Dupa stiinta noastra (dacéd ne ingelam o facem intr-o
marja de eroare nesemnificativa), cu exceptia conferintei ,,De la ideile Revolutiei
franceze la cultura protestului”, organizata in data de 11 ijunie 2019 la Institutul de
Istorie ,,Nicolae lorga”, momentul a trecut practic nebagat in seami. De altminteri,
nici in 2018 nu se vorbise prea mult despre ceea ce s-a intdmplat cu 170 de ani
inainte, la 1848, in Europa sau maicar in tarile romane, probabil si pentru ca
centenarul Marii Uniri acaparase atentia generala.

Totusi, nu subiectul revolutionar a catalizat disputele istorico-politice si
pentru hegemonie culturald in Roménia, nici micar marxismul, fiindci aici,

' A se vedea Mona Ozouf, War and Terror in French Revolutionary Discourse (1792—-1794),
in ,,The Journal of Modem History”, Volume 56, Number 4, December 1984, p. 579-597.
2 . o - c . n [ C ey . < ay
Alain Besangon afirmi in mod explicit: ,,Robespierre il prefigureaza, irezistibil, pe Lenin”.
Alain Besangon, Originile intelectuale ale leninismului, Bucuresti, Humanitas, 1993, p. 36.
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dincolo de utilizarea nu o data artificiald si schematicd a conceptelor de clasi
sociala ori mod de productie, nu a existat o ,,scoald” marxistd autenticd, ci mai
curdnd un amestec de pozitivism si istorie institutionald, cu unele incursiuni in
domeniul analizei cantitative, al mentalitatilor §i antropologiei culturale. Drept
urmare, marxismul nu a reprezentat realmente o miza nici din punct de vedere
teoretic, nici din punct de vedere politic. Mai ales dupa criza emotionald provocata
de represiunea din decembrie 1989, anticomunismul si antimarxismul s-au instalat
aproape indiscutabil in zona partinici si de asemenea in zona intelectual. In aceste
circumstante, lupta autohtond pentru hegemonia culturald si accesul aferent la
resurse a fost purtatd pe alt teren: pe terenul problematicii statului-natiune, sau al
statului national unitar, cum era desemnat intr-o formulare mai veche. In termeni
foarte actuali am zice c@ se confruntau ,,suveranistii”, care ocupau pozitia dominanta la
inceputul anilor 1990, si ,,europenistii” — gruparea emergenta. (Am pus ghilimelele
deoarece folosim termenii in sens eminamente orientativ, pentru forta lor
evocatoare, corespunzand unei inclinatii morale sau intelectuale, nu unui program
politic asumat. De altfel, nu se poate stabili o corespondenta netd intre orientarea
interioara i optiunea politica, eventual numai o compatibilitate potentiala).

Punctul central in aceastd disputa care, la drept vorbind, s-a purtat mai mult
sub forma unor discursuri paralele decdt a unor polemici directe, 1-a reprezentat
caracterul de necesitate istorica al unitatii politice romanesti’. Un caracter afirmat
cu argumente profesionale inclusiv de catre Nicolae lorga si Gheorghe Bratianu
(asadar doi autori cu optiuni politice diferite), amplificat insd cu stridentele
propagandei patriotarde in perioada ceausistd, cdnd a fost proiectat retrospectiv
pand in antichitate, mai precis pini la asa-zisul stat dac centralizat si independent
condus de Burebista. Aceastd acomodare a tezei istoriografice cu propaganda
oficiala a generat o anumita susceptibilitate fatd de argumentele tezei in sine si a
facut ca tocmai ea si faca obiectul revizionismului, nu revolutia sau marxismul.
Potrivit formularii lui Sorin Mitu, de pilda, istoriografia traditionalista, echivalata
cu o religie laicd manipulabila politic, nu este altceva decat ,,un succedaneu al
istoriografiei national-comuniste™. In aceste circumstante, critica ,mitologiei”
nationale si a teleologiei statului unitar au aparut ca un fel de marcé a repudierii
nationalismului ceausist si a insusirii democratismului §i europenismului®. Impotriva
interpretarii consacrate, calificatd drept ,,canonicd”, a inceput sd se discute despre
caracterul fictional, ,poetic”, al unitatii roménesti, rezultat nu al procesualitatii
obiective pe durata lungd ci al unei vointe subiective de schimbare din secolul al
XIX-lea, despre neconcordanta programului national formulat de elitele politico-
intelectuale cu preocupdrile majoritatii populatiei, respectiv despre specificul

3 Drintre lucrarile polemice consacrate modului de raportare la trecut, probabil cea mai
cunoscutd rimane loan-Aurel Pop, Istoria, adevdrul si miturile. (Note de lecturd), Bucuresti, Editura
Enciclo4pedicé, 2002.

Sorin Mitu, Transilvania mea. Istorii, mentalitafi, identitdyi, Polirom, 2013, p. 27.

> Lucian Boia, Istorie si mir in congtiinja romdneascd, Bucuresti, Humanitas, <2000, p. 47.
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regional si chiar despre vocatia federalistd a romanilor din Transilvania. Elementele de
legaturd intre principate sunt negate uneori inclusiv cu privire la epoca moderni,
asa cum procedeazd un eseist contemporan atunci cand evocd polemic ideea
caracterului unitar al revolutiei de la 1848°. Cu titlu de exemplificare a spiritului
revizionist, amintim ceea ce spunea Ottmar Trascd in documentarul Maghiari in
Romdnia — 100 de ani de istorie, si anume ca in locul termenului ,,canonic” de
dictat, asociat probabil cu perspectiva nationalistd, el preferda si se refere la
arbitrajul de la Viena, din 30 august 1940. Concluzia generald, formulatd fara
echivoc de catre Marius Turda, este cd reafirmarea unui stat roman unitar nu
reprezinta astizi altceva decit un anacronism istoric’. Din pacate, uneori abjurarea
nationalismului ajunge la sentinte tot atdt de grotesti ca ale nationalismului cel mai
exagerat. Ne-a oferit 0 mostra Daniel Citirigd, de la Universitatea ,,Ovidius” din
Constanta, care, intr-o interventie la sesiunea anuald a Institutului de Istorie
»Nicolae Iorga” din 2018, aprecia ci ,,vanzarea” evreilor §i germanilor de citre
Nicolae Ceaugescu a avut semnificatia unei politici de purificare etnica.

Nu intrdm aici in substanta disputei, adica nu aducem argumente istorice nici
in favoarea interpretdrii consacrate, nici a revizionismului. Nu comentim nici
asertiunea privind manipularea politicdi in sens nationalist a istoriografiei
traditionaliste, cum o numeste Sorin Mitu, intr-o presupusa antiteza cu revizionismul
impartial. Concordanta evidenti a discursului revizionist cu programul autonomist
sustinut de cel putin o parte a maghiarilor din Transilvania este de naturi sa relativizeze
serios 0 asemenea departajare epistemicid. Dorim si remarcam alt aspect, care
priveste incadrarea socio-profesionald a disputei, in sensul amintitei lupte pentru
hegemonia culturald si accesul la resurse, implicind, pe ldngé afinitdtile intelectuale,
anumite retele de influenta si segmente de varsta. Este exact ceea ce semnaleaza un
apardtor al tezelor revizioniste, atunci cidnd aratd cad reproducerea culturali a
discursului ,,canonic” serveste vechilor structuri de putere, atit celor politice, cét si
celor din mediile universitare si academice®. Cum precizam inainte, la inceputul
anilor 1990 ,suveranistii” ocupau pozitia dominanti. Aflati in posturi-cheie din
invidtimant si cercetare (sefi de catedre, academicieni, conducétori de doctorate),
aveau influenta institutionald si simbolicad necesard ca si asigure preeminenta
discursiva a tezei unitdtii. Numele amintite probabil cel mai frecvent pentru a
ilustra situatia sunt Ioan Scurtu §i Dan Berindei, mai ales ca, intre 2001 si 2004,
loan Scurtu a beneficiat si de prestigiul pe care i-1 oferea functia de consilier al

® loan Stanomir, Asteptdnd revolufia. Pasoptismulsi vocile sale, Bucuresti, Humanitas, <2019,
p. 7-8.

"Marius Turda, Transylvania revisited: public discourse and historical reprezentation in
contemporary Romania, in Balasz Trencsényi, Dragos Petrescu, Cristina Petrescu, Constantin
lordachi and Zoltan Kantor (edited by), Nation-Building and Contested Identities: Romanian and
Hungal ian Case Studies, Budapest, lasi, Regio Books, Editura Polirom, 2001, p. 200.

¥ Rizvan Piraianu, National prejudice, mass media and history textbooks: the Mitu controversy, in
Balasz Trencsényi, Dragos Petrescu, Cristina Petrescu, Constantin lordachi and Zoltan Kantor, op.cit.,
p. 111-112.
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presedintelui Ton Tliescu’. in acest cadru, pe langa orice alt considerent de ordin
strict profesional, revizionismul a echivalat cu incercarea grupului emergent de a se
substitui, cu argumentele ,,europenismului”, in pozitiile de conducere ocupate pana
atunci de ,,suveranisti”. Din grupul emergent au facut parte istorici prea tineri sau
cu mai putind notorietate nainte de 1989 (minus Lucian Boia, trimis si participe la
manifestari stiintifice inclusiv in strdinatate), si care voiau acum sa promoveze. Bogdan
Murgescu si Adrian Cioroianu, care au facut cariera in conducerea invatamantului
superior, unul ca sef al Scolii doctorale din cadrul Universitatii Bucuresti, altul ca
decan, sunt numai doud exemple. S-a addugat si o trisdtura generationald, in sensul
cd istoricii formati dupd 1990, in climatul revizionist al ,,demitizarii” trecutului, au
inclinat in destule cazuri cétre curentul ,europenist”, mai ales cd din aceastd
directie puteau spera la burse de studii ori la stagii de cercetare mai degrabi decét
de la forurile autohtone. Factorul institutional de agregare l-a reprezentat, conform
unui membru al grupului, Universitatea Central Europeani de la Budapesta'.
Acolo s-au perindat de-a lungul timpului Irina Culic, Marius Turda, Rizvan
Pardianu, Constantin lordachi, Cristina si Dragos Petrescu.

In ultimii circa doudzeci de ani, revizionismul a fost favorizat din cel putin
doua considerente. Primul ar fi climatul cultural postmodern, in conditiile in care,
dupa cum se stie, postmodernitatea respinge asa-numitele metanaratiuni filosofice
si politico-nationale, precum si existenta referintelor sau cauzelor obiective in actul
interpretarii. O perspectiva accentuatd la nivelul invatdmantului superior odata cu
aplicarea ,,sistemului Bologna”, intrucét sub aspectul studiului istoriei noul sistem
a insemnat renuntarea la cursurile generale si la organizarea predarii materiei
prioritar dupd criteriul cronologic. Aceastd situatie este de naturd si fragmenteze
perspectiva de ansamblu asupra evolutiei, reducénd pe cale de consecintd posibilitatea
intelegerii schimbarii in istorie ca proces. Al doilea considerent il constituie
suportul mediatic. Daci aparitia in 1996 a cartii lui George Cioranescu, Romanii si
ideea federalistd, a trecut aproape neobservata, peste putin timp lucrarile unor autori
precum Lucian Boia si Neagu Djuvara, percepute in rdspar cu viziunea istoriograficd
»hationalistd”, au inceput sd fie salutate in mass media si de ciatre exponentii
»societdtii civile” ca fiind edificatoare intelectual si salvatoare in ordine morala.
Fenomenul se afla desigur in relatie cu integrarea tarii in Uniunea Europeana si cu
asumarea proiectului europenist, pe 1anga partidele parlamentare, si de principalele
trusturi de presa.

Revizionismul istoriografic romédnesc se defineste asadar drept unul motivat
mai degrabd social si politico-ideologic, decat strict stiintific, profesional.
Argumentele sale se subscriu unei dispute pentru putere institutionala si simbolica
in interiorul breslei, la intersectia cu optiunile politice sau cultural-politice ale

® A se vedea Bogdan Murgescu, The romanian historiography in the 1990’s, in ,Romanian
Journal of , Science”, Vol. 3, No. 1, Spring 2003, p. 48-51.

' Irina Culic, Re-writing the history of Romania after the fall of communism, in ,.History
Compass”, 3 (2005) EU 157, p. 7.
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persoanelor angajate in confruntare. Tocmai aceastd notd cu relevantd in constiinta
colectiva, si mai precis incercarea de a disloca in termeni recriminatori o serie de
reprezentdri sociale cu incarcaturd emotionald, provoaca reactii adverse la adresa
revizionismului intr-o parte a publicului larg. Riscul major pentru cunoastere este
cd, in acest context cu un pronuntat substrat subiectiv si interesat, discutia detasata
aflatd In cautarea adevarului se transformd frecvent intr-un monolog polemic
acuzator de facturd politico-electorald. Atunci cand adevarul insusi nu este refuzat
in numele relativismului cu iz agnostic postmodem...

REVISIONNISME HISTORICO-POLITIQUE
Résumé

L’article traite le révisionnisme historico-politique roumain en comparaison avec le
révisionnisme frangais. Autant qu’en France les enjeux de I’historiographie ont été 1’approche de la
Révolution francaise et le marxisme, en Roumanie le révisionnisme s’empare surtout de I’Etat-nation
et de I'interprétation selon laquelle 1’unité nationale est le résultat d’un processus objectif. Le débat
implique, plus que le coté professionnel, un autre coté social, politique et idéologique, entre le champ
des historiens consacrés avant 1989 et le champ émergeant, imbu assez souvent de relativisme
postmodeme, dont les représentants cherchent d’arriver & leur tour dans une position institutionnelle
et symbolique prépondérante.

Mots-clefs: révisionnisme, Etat-nation, rivalités socio-professionnelles et politico-idéologiques.
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ISTORIOGRAFIE §I POLITICA

O MANIPULARE DURABILA:
NICOLAE IORGA TRANSILVANIST

TUDOR AVRIGEANU
(Institutul de Cercetdri Juridice ,,Andrei Radulescu’)

,,Citeodata se intdmpla ca si un romén din Regat si-si dea seama ci diferitele
popoare din Transilvania sunt legate mai puternic unele de altele decdt roménii
apartinand diferitelor provincii. Profesorul lorga, cu adincd intelegere, scria
(wrote): «Nu voi crede nici un transilvinean care spune ci este maghiar, sas sau
romén — ei sunt cu totii transilvaneni. Cu secole in urma, maghiari, sasi §i romani s-
au adunat in muntii Transilvaniei i au dezvoltat un spirit particular transilvianean,
care trebuie pastrat [...] cu atit mai mult cu cat, dacd esudm in a-1 pastra, maghiarii
si romanii, aceste doua rase atat de diferite de cele care le inconjoard, vor fi
inghitite de oceanul german si slav”'. Alegind si incheie cu aceste cuvinte
capitolul intitulat Transilvania versus Vechiul Regat din ,lucrarea fundamentala”?
despre Minoritdtile in Transilvania romdneascd publicata la Londra in anul 1927,
publicistul maghiar Zsombor de Szasz, ,expertul in afaceri roménesti” al
publicatiei budapestane ,,Magyar Szemle” fondatd de contele Istvan Bethlen
(1874-1946) pentru a servi ca forum al dezbaterilor privind revizuirea Tratatului de
la Trianon®, ficea din Nicolae lorga simultan protagonistul a doua directii de
gandire si actiune politica de largd rezonanta in perioada agitatd a primilor ani de
dupd Unirea din 1918 si recunoasterea internationald a acesteia prin Tratatul de la
Trianon din 1920. Prima dintre acestea, constituind materia intregului capitol,
consta in ceea ce Szasz numea ,lupta disperatd (the desperate struggle) a
romdnilor (s.n.) transilvéneni, din chiar primul moment al unirii, Tmpotriva politicii
Regatului”, lupta explicatd prin constientizarea de catre acestia a ,,marii diferente
dintre Transilvania si Regat, a superioritatii culturale i morale incomparabile a
Transilvaniei din trecut in raport cu cea din prezent™. A doua directie nsi, pe care

! Zsombor de Szasz, The Minorities in Rumanian Transylvania, london, The Richards Press,
1927, p. 362.

2 Astfel aprecierea istoricului maghiar Ferenc Eckhart, /ntroduction a l'histoire hongroise, 11,
,Revue des Etudes Hongroises et Finno-ougriennes”, vol. 5 (1927), p. 323. Pentru Nicolae lorga,
Eckhart era ,,unul dintre cei mai cu minte istorici din noua generatie a Ungariei libere”. Nicolae lorga,
In luptd cu absurdul revizionism maghiar, ed. Mihai Ungheanu, Editura Globus, Bucuresti, 1991, p. 192.

3 Matthew Caples, Et in Hungaria ego: Trianon, Revisionism and the Journal Magyar Szemle
(1927-1944), ,Hungarian Studies”, vol. 19 (2005), p. 87.

4 Zsombor de Szasz, op. cit., p. 349-350, 361.

»Studii si materiale de istorie modernd”, vol. X XXIII, 2020, p. 91-102
https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



92 Tudor Avrigeanu 2

Szasz o trece ca atare sub tacere dar care este evidentiatd in mod lipsit de orice
echivoc prin chiar cuvintele atribuite lui lorga, este asa-numitul ,transilvanism”
dezvoltat de lideri politici si intelectuali ai maghiarilor din Transilvania ca proiect

politic alternativ in raport cu ,ideea statali a Roméniei Mari””: inteles drept ,,chintesenta

unei natiuni”® transilvane distincte, asa-zisul spirit particular ,,comun roménilor,
maghiarilor si sasilor din Transilvania®’ fusese declarat de arhitectul Kéroly Kés
(1883-1977), ,,parintele miscarii transilvanismului™ ca fiind tocmai acel ,,spirit
transilvan” in virtutea caruia romanii, maghiarii si germanii din Transilvania ar fi
Htransilvdneni” si ca atare diferiti de confratii lor din Roménia, Ungaria si
Germania, constituind in schimb o ,,comunitate” proprie’.

Nu este greu sd observam ca miza lui Szasz nu era deloc una minora, crearea
impresiei unei convergente intre regionalismul promovat de lideri politici ai
roménilor ardeleni, precum in special Alexandru Vaida-Voevod, si transilvanismul
maghiar al lui Karoly Koés conducénd de facto la ideea unui front comun al
roménilor si maghiarilor din Transilvania impotriva Roméaniei Mari ca stat national
unitar. Verificdnd trimiterea lui Szasz la publicatia in care Nicolae lorga chipurile
ar fi ,,scris in deplind cunostinta de cauza” (wrote, with deep understanding) cele
atribuite 1ui'®, ajungem la un articol nesemnat intitulat Nu maghiar, nici sas ori
romdn, ci transilvanean, publicat pe prima pagind in editia din 23 februarie 1922 a
publicatiei clujene ,,Ellenzék™ (,,Opozitia™). Intr-adevir, cu greu ne-am fi putut
imagina un Nicolae lorga colaborator al unei publicatii calificate cu mai putin de
un an Tnainte intr-un rechizitoriu al Parchetului General de pe langa Curtea de Apel
Cluj drept ,,gazeta oficiald a nobilimii maghiare, a Bisericii Reformate” si ,,a
conducitorilor tuturor miscérilor iredentiste”, ,,redactata in spiritul criticii pline de
urd pentru tot ce este romanesc” §i care ,nu se mai poate tolera”', astfel ci

* A se vedea Zsolt K. Lengyel, ,, Ostliche Schweiz” und Siebenbiirgen 1918/19. Aus der Geschichte
der ungarischen Alternativvorstellungen zur grofirumdnischen Staatsidee, ,Siebenbiirgische
Semesterblitter”, vol. 6 (1992), p. 112-130.

®Kinga Koretta Sata, The Idea of the , Nation” in Transylvanism, in Balazs Trencsényi,
Dragos Petrescu, Cristina Petrescu, Constantin lordachi and Zoltan Kantor (eds.), Nation Building
and Contested Identities: Romanian and Hungarian Case Studies, Budapest, lasi, Regio Books /
Polirom, 2001, p. 43.

" Valentin Trifescu, Spafiu i identitate culturald in opera lui Kdroly Kés. Repere identitare, in
S.-M. Molnér (ed.), Educatie interculturald in secolul al XXI-lea pe teritoriile locuite de maghiari,
vol. I, Eikon, Cluj-Napoca, 2018, p. 257.

¥ Andrea Carteny, Cultural Identity and Cultural Rights in Romania. The Case of Transylvania, in
R. Detrez, B. Segaert (eds.). Europe and Historical Legacies in the Balkans, Brussels, P. Lang, 2008,
p. 125.

¥ Karoly Kés, Beszélnek Erdély kévei is, Napkelet 1 (1920), p. 139, apud Zsolt K. Lengyel,
Kulturverbindung, Regionalismus, foderativer Kompromifi: Betrachtungen zur Geschichte des friihen
Transilvanismus 1918-1928, ,Ungarn-Jahrbuch™ 1987, p. 58; Karoly Kés, Transylvania, in Ahmet
Ersoy, Maciej Gorny und Vangelis Kechriotis (eds.), Discourses of Collective Identity in Central and
Southeast Europe 1770—1945, vol. 111/2, Budapest, CEU Press, 2010, p. 370-371.

10 Zsombor de Szasz, op. cit., p. 362.

"' Astfel rechizitoriul datat pe 1 martic 1921 cu propunerea de suspendare a aparitiei acestei
publicatii, cf. Petre Turlea, Romdni si unguri, vol. 1, Ploiesti, Kata-Graphic, 2018, p. 145-146.
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minciuna lui Szasz referitoare la acest aspect nu este surprinzitoare. Autorul
anonim al articolului din ,,Ellenzék” afirma, intr-adevar, céa ,,cel mai mare om de
stiintd al Romaniei, totodata §i presedinte de partid, a facut o declaratie remarcabila
despre locuitorii Transilvaniei” in sensul celor relevate de Szasz, declaratie pe care
0 comenteazd, accentudnd importanta ,hotarelor politice comune” din trecutul
Transilvaniei pentru formarea a ceea ce ,,Jlorga numeste «spirit transilvanean»” si
incheindu-si materialul prin aprecierea ,,efortului roménilor din Transilvania de a
explica §i apéra la Alba lulia acest spirit transilvanean prin decizii in forma juridicd
menite sd asigure in continuare prosperitatea $i autonomia teritoriala a populatiei
autohtone™, dar nerespectate in perioada care a urmat, motiv pentru care ,din
spusele lui lorga, pe care le-am auzit nu o datd, ci de mai multe ori, noi le
intelegem ca pe un indemn de a merge «inapoi la Alba Iulia»”'?,

Desi ar fi fost deosebit de relevant sa aflam cind, unde si in ce context particular
ar fi facut Nicolae lorga o asemenea ,declaratie”, din cuprinsul articolului nu
rezultd nici o informatie, fie ea oricat de imprecisa, referitoare la aceste elemente,
asa cum membrul colectivului de redactie al ,,Ellenzék” omite s mentioneze
concret mécar una dintre imprejurérile in care l-ar fi auzit pe lorga rostind aceste
cuvinte chipurile ,,nu o datd, ci de mai multe ori”, sugerdnd prin aceasta faptul ca
nu ar fi vorba de vreo exprimare izolatd, pasagera si echivoca a marelui istoric
romdn, ci ci teza centrald a transilvanismului — ,, une conception hongroise fondée
sur la notion du caracteére particulier de cette province dii a la coexistence de trois
peuples de races distinctes”" — ar fi fost cumva legitimata prin conceptia generala
a ,celui mai mare om de stiintd al Romaniei”. Potrivit Memoriilor sale, pe
12 februarie 1922 Iorga sustinuse o conferinta pentru studenti la Casa Scoalelor, in
care le vorbise despre ,necesitatea culturii generale, nationale, active pentru au
juca rolul in crearea vietii morale unitare a poporului roméanesc”', promovand
agadar idei mai degrabd complet opuse celor ce urmau a-i fi atribuite dupa nici
doud saptamani.

Cu ocazia vizitei la Bucuresti a regelui Alexandru I insotit de o importanta
delegatie guvernamentala, lorga avea sd sustind pe 21 februarie, tot la Casa
Scoalelor, ,,conferinta pentru Institutul sud-est-european, despre «Cele trei Serbii si
cele trei Romanii»"'®, publicati sub titlul Romdni §i slavi in acelasi volum
impreuni cu o alta conferinti intitulatd Romdni si unguri'®. Fascinantul text in care
istoricul romén identifica §i studia in paralel formarea succesiva a formatiunilor
statale roméanesti i sdrbesti pe parcursul evului mediu pomeste de la realitatea
istoricd datd de ,,0 singurd intindere unitard si pentru neamul sirbesc si pentru

12 Nem magyar, szasz vagy roman, hanem erdeélyi, in ,Ellenzék”, 42. szam, 43. évf., 1922,
februar 23.

13 Victor lancu, Le véritable aspect du probléme transylvain, in ,Revue de Transylvanie”,
vol.10, 1944, p. 50.

' Nicolae lorga, Memovii, vol. 111, Bucuresti, Editura ,,Nationald” S. Ciomneli, p. 273.

'3 Ibidem, p. 275.

' Idem, Romani gi slavi, romdni i unguri, Bucuresti, Editura Institutului Sud-Est-European, 1922.
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neamul roménesc”, ca ,teritoriu de o unitate perfectd, in care s-a tras pe urma un
hotar, si fiecare din bucitile desfacute au fost supuse altor influente, asa ci s-a
ajuns la alte formatiuni politice si alte directii culturale” in contextul invaziilor
strdine, pentru a ajunge in prezentul in care, cét priveste Romania, ,,statul roménesc
orientat citre Riasdrit, statul romanesc bizantino-ortodox a izbutit sd@ cuprindd in
aceleasi hotare elementele trdind pand atunci sub stipaniri strdine ale celorlalte
Roménii”"’. Spre deosebire de cele afirmate in ,,Ellenzék” doua zile mai tarziu, Nicolae
Jorga nu sustine nicicum necesitatea conservdrii vreunor identitdti nationale
specifice — ,,evident, toti dorim sa se ajungd in Roménia la o unitate perfecta”, asa
cum si in Serbia este indreptatit ,,visul frumos al unor oameni uniti cu sufletul cum
sunt uniti materialmente prin prezenta tuturora in acelasi stat”'® —, ridicAndu-se
numai impotriva omogenizarii fortate a unor ,,caractere istorice” a caror integrare
intr-o identitate nationald unica si priviti la rindul ei in mod dinamic trebuie si se
realizeze pe calea unei veritabile sinteze: ,,sd nu pierdem nimic din ce poate sa
serveascd pentru constituirea unei vieti nationale care nu va fi deplind decét in
momentul cind toate glasurile se vor reuni in acelasi concert, iar nu s se suprime
glasurile divergente in dorinta unui puternic solo, care sd vie numai din capitala
balcanicd a Serbiei sau din capitala, quasi-balcanicd, dundreani, si zicem, a
Romanilor”"®. Gribirea fortata a acestui proces si crearea astfel pe cale artificiali a
unor tensiuni intre romanii (respectiv, sdrbii) din diferitele regiuni reprezenta
pentru lorga o gravd imprudentd politica: ,,atunci cdnd avem in fata noastrd doui
revange, pe care timp de mai multe generatii le vor gasi in fiecare moment al
greutatilor lor si Serbia si Romania: revansa ungureascd si revansa germand, nu
poate sd existe mai mare prostie decit sa se zgidndareasca probleme de viitor atunci
cand avem tot interesul de a pastra o perfectd solidaritate, facdnd un front unic
pericolului mai apropiat™®.

Tocmai aceasta urma sa fie, insd, una dintre trisiturile dominante ale agitatei
vieti politice din primii ani ai Romaniei Mari, iar promotorii revansei nu puteau
scdpa ocazia de a fructifica tensiunile aparute pentru a-si atinge propriul lor interes.
Aparifia articolului din ,Ellenzék” avea loc in perioada campaniei dinaintea
alegerilor din martie 1922, alegeri marcate de adversitatea aproape fird limite
dintre fruntasii politici ardeleni ai Partidului National Romaén si cei ,,regiteni” ai
Partidului National Liberal, impotriva acestuia din urma situdndu-se insa si cele
mai multe dintre partidele mai putin semnificative, cum era si cazul Partidului
Nationalist-Democrat condus de un Nicolae lorga, a carui aversiune fata de ,,firea

dictatoriala™' a lui lon 1. C. Bratianu, , liderul elitei politice a Marii Uniri”* nu era

"7 Ibidem, p. 6.

' Ibidem, p. 28.

% Ibidem, p. 29

2 tbidem, p. 30.

2 Idem, Istoria Romdnilor, vol. X, Bucuresti, 1939, p. 421.

22 Cristina Vohn, lon I. C. Bratianu — ,, Autorul Romdniei Mari ”, in ,,Revista de Stiinte Politice
si Relatii Internationale”, vol. 15 (2018), p. 9.
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un secret pentru nimeni. Degi scriert precum cea a unui anume lancu Azapu,
intitulatd Ardealul ardelenilor, publicata la Viena in acelasi an 1922 si ramasé in
memoria posteritatii® datorita prefetei semnate de Alexandru Vaida-Voevod
(considerat de loan Rusu-Abrudeanu, cu o motivatie deloc lipsita de plauzibilitate,
autor al lucrarii)**, ar putea pune la prima vedere sub semnul intrebarii afirmatia lui
Leontin-Jean Constantinescu, dupa care ,,in ceea ce-i priveste pe romini, nici un
partid, nici o grupare, nici o personalitate sau om politic, oricare ar fi fost el, nu a
formulat micar ideea autonomiei Transilvaniei”, iar ,,conflictele politice interne au
avut un aspect ideologic national, democratic sau social, dar niciodatd separatist
sau autonomist™®, viata politici insisi a Romaniei interbelice a confirmat teza lui
Sextil Puscariu, dupa care singur ,politicianismul” ar fi responsabil de aparitia
wregionalismului” ca forma de manifestare a unei ,,probleme ardelene” in politica
romineasci’®. Odata ajunsi la guvernare, asadar in situatia de a putea trece la
transpunerea in realitate a reprezentirilor regionaliste promovate in discursurile de
campanie electorald din opozitie, liderii politici romani au neglijat suveran aceasta
aga-zisa problema. Proiectul federalist din 1931, de pild4, al profesorului de drept
constitutional Romul Boild — ,.de la Cluj, om de curaj, transilvan feroce”, despre
care Nicolae lorga scria In continuare ci ,,a dat reteta dupa care sa facem, dacd am
fi nebuni, sase Romdnii, fiecare cu Parlamentul, cu instructia si cu armata ei”? -,
proiect ce viza constructia unui ,,mecanism de stat care si deserveascd mentalitatea,
gradul de culturd generald, juridico-social si economicd a diferitelor fractiuni ale
neamului nostru™?®, a rimas numai pe hértie inclusiv in timpul guvernirii national-
tardniste prezidate de Iuliu Maniu (unchiul lui Boild); ,.efectul minim pe care el 1-a
produs in epocd demonstreaza ci un asemenea subiect devenise desuet” deja la
vremea respectiva’.

Astfel stdnd lucrurile, prezentarea de catre Zsombor de Szdsz a opozitiel
liderilor Partidului National Romén fatd de ,dictatura mascata™® a lui
Ion I.C. Britianu ca un conflict intre romainii ardeleni $i cei regiteni, statura

3 A se vedea pe larg Valentin Trifescu, Transilvanismul lui lancu Azapu, ,,Anuarul $colii
Doctorale «lIstorie, Civilizatie. Culturd»”, vol. 5 (2011), p. 369-379; Daniel Citirigd, , Ardealul
pentru ardeleni” — federalism, autonomie si regionalism in discursul lui Alexandru Vaida-Voevod
(1918-1923), ,,Archiva Moldaviae”, nr. 11/2019, p. 185-211.

2 Joan Rusu Abrudeanu, Pdcatele Ardealului fajd de sufletul Vechiului Regaf. F apte,
documente §i facsimile, Bucuresti, Cartea Romaneasci, 1934, p. 482—496.

25 | eontin-Jean Constantinescu, Chestiunea Transilvaniei, Bucuresti, Editura Jurnalul Literar,
1997, p. 20.

26 Sextil Pugcariu, Problema ardeleand in politica romdneascd, Cluj, Drumul Nou, 1931, p. 72.

2 Nicolae lorga, Cel cu sase Romanii, in ,Neamul Roméanesc”, 18 septembrie 1931.

® Romul Boild, Studiu asupra reorganizdrii statului romdn intregit, Cluj, Tipografia
Nationala, 1931, p. 8. Altfel decét considera lorga, armata raméne la Boila ,,de atributia guvernarii si
legislatiei centrale” (p. 32), insa cat priveste restul, marele istoric are dreptate, §i aceasta chiar daca
Boild, confunddnd in mod evident descentralizarea cu federalizarea, considera ci statul romén ar
continua sa rimand ,,unitar §i indivizibil” (p. 12).

* Daniel Citiriga, Tentayii federaliste: romdni, maghiari si problema autonomiei Transilvaniei
in perioada interbelicd, ,Studii si Materiale de Istorie Contemporana”, Nr. 1, 2012, p. 31.

3 Nicolae lorga, O viatd de om asa cum a fost, Bucuresti, Editura Minerva, 1976, p. 676.
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intelectuald a lui lorga obligdndu-l pesemne pe acesta din urmi sd recunoasca
indreptitirea taberei ardelene, se dovedeste in intregime manipulatoare. Adevarata
opinie a lui lorga fata de tendintele regionaliste, pe care le refuza fard echivoc,
indiferent de culoarea politica a celor care le-ar fi sustinut, i-ar fi putut fi cunoscuta
publicistului maghiar din numeroase luari de pozitie documentabile ale marelui
istoric romén. Deosebit de revelatoare in acest sens este o luare de pozitie din
7 septembrie 1922, in care, sub titlul Doud steaguri?, lorga le imputa in mod
indirect ,.functionarilor liberali, prefect, subprefect” dintr-o localitate transilvana
faptul ca intr-o anumitd imprejurare ,,s-au scos steagurile, dar vezi, culorile erau
orizontale, nu verticale”, mentionand ca ,,un bérbat politic, fost «sef de resort»,
amestecindu-se in vorba, a spus ca auforitdfile ardelene refuzd sd ridice steagul
Regatului, care ar fi al unor suveranititi straine” §i aratdnd cu o ironie mugcétoare
ca daca ,,suveranitatea proclamati de d. Zaharia Boila (fratele mai sus amintitului
Romul Boild — n.n.) nu e numai in drept, e in fapt”, atunci ,,nu intelegem de ce nu se
creeazd si o armatd deosebitd si nu se repard casele de vami la Predeal si la
Ghimes™'. Acolo unde Szisz vede in refuzul fruntasilor Partidului National de a
lua parte la ceremonia incoronarii regelui Ferdinand in septembrie 1922 la Alba lulia
(Szasz scrie, de altfel, cd aceastd ceremonie ,,a fost organizata, cu lipsa de tact, in
vechea catedrald romano-catolica”, si nu in noua catedrala ortodoxa din vecinitatea
acesteia!) o expresie graitoare a ,,urii si dusmaniei” (hatred and enmity)** dintre
romanii de pe cei doi versanti ai Carpatilor, lorga 1i acuzi pe ,,d. luliu Maniu si tot
partidul national”, care ,,au refuzat hotarat si ia parte la incoronarea de la Alba
lulia”, ca prin acest refuz ,,s-a dat dugmanilor nostri din tara si din striinatate acest
trist spectacol: al oamenilor care au ficut unirea Ardealului cu noi cesti de aici si
care se tin deoparte, cu amare critice pe buze, cdnd se da acestei uniri suprema
consacrare”, si cd ,nici prestigiul coroanei roméne, nici maiestatea momentului,
nici alegerea locului ca un omagiu pentru ardeleni n-au putut dezarma o vrajmasie
intetita si necrutitoare™, o vrajmasie nutrita insi in mod evident de politicieni unii
fata de altii si nicicum una intre roméni ca atare.

Ca politician, s1 Nicolae lorga avea sa treacd de la elogiile aduse in 1922 lui
Maniu si fruntasilor Partidului National Romén pentru a fi ,,pastrat peste munti o
darza constiintd luptitoare”, precum si pentru ,hotérdrile mantuitoare de la Alba
Iulia™*, la demolarea ,legendei” liderilor politici ardeleni, cérora le opune
imaginea unor ,,0ameni de un patriotism jertfitor, de un nationalism fara tranzactii,
de un simt hotarator al unitdtii romanesti farid regionalisme, de un sentiment
religios care si nu priveze datoriile fati de intreaga comunitate roméneasca””. in

3! Nicolae lorga, Noua generatie ardeleand, Bucuresti, Editura Saeculum 1.0., 2012, p. 53.

32 7sombor de Szész, op. cit., p. 353.

* Nicolae lorga, Noua generafie ardeleand, si urm., p. 83—84 (Jntre Alba Iulia si Bizany, 4
ianuarie 1923).

M Ibidem, p. 32—34 (National ardeleni i nafional liberali, 17 ianuarie 1922, citatele la p- 33).

3 Nicolae lorga, Istoria unei legende: Iuliu Maniu, Vialenii de Munte, Tiparul Datina
Romaneasca, 1934, p. 4.
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acest context vor primi o replicd si alegatiile din 1922 ale redactorului de la
,Ellenzék”, preluate in 1927 de Zsombor de Szasz, privind adeziunea lui Iorga la
teza transilvanist-maghiard a unui spirit transilvan situat mai presus de identitatea
nationala a locuitorilor Transilvaniei, cu ocazia repetirii de cétre publicatia de
limba maghiara din Cluj a aceluiasi procedeu, de aceasta data fata de Iuliu Maniu,
cu ocazia demisiei acestuia din functia de presedinte al Partidului National-
Taranesc. Pornind de la faptul ca ,,Ellenzek, cdutind a trage profit din ultima
demisie a d. Iuliu Maniu, vorbeste de acel spirit ardelenesc pe care demisionarul ar
avea sd-1 sustie”, Nicolae lorga identifici o prima ipostaza a acestui spirit in
atitudinea de ,,pasnica atipire in umbra bisericii ancestrale” si o a doua in cultivarea
de ,traditii care s-au format de-a lungul secolelor” intr-o Transilvanie unde ,,din
lupte si suferinti — deosebite de la un neam la altul — se formeaza o mentalitate de
opozitie darza”, aratand in final ca ,,este si un al treilea spirit ardelean, in care ceva
din cerbicia navalitorilor s-a strecurat, ajungind sd domine”, si care abia acesta
place redactorului de la Ellenzek, si se poate sa nu fi gresit cautandu-1 la d. Tuliu
Maniu™*. Nicolae lorga mentiona publicatia respectiva fie intr-un context care
excludea cu totul orice urma de probitate, asteptidndu-se _Personal intr-o anumita
imprejurare numai la ,,injurii in ziarul unguresc Ellenzek™’, fie atragind intr-o alta
imprejurare atentia deputatilor maghiari din Parlamentul Romaniei ,,asupra insultelor
din Ellenzek. Indiferent cum am aprecia in ce masura lorga didea dovadi de
fair-play atragind aceastd publicatie In conflictul dintre Iuliu Maniu si el Insusi,
episodul este revelator pentru manipularea la care aceeasi publicatie recursese in
1922 fata de lorga insusi.

Enormitatea acestei manipulari nu ar fi ins in intregime pusa in lumina, daca
nu am mentiona faptul ci ideile transilvaniste atribuite lui Nicolae lorga fuseserd
promovate deja — Tnainte de Karoly Kos — de Elemér Gyarfas, fost guvernator al
comitatului Tdmava-Mica, care in 24 martie 1919 ii adresa lui Emil Hatieganu un
memorandum intitulat Principii ale unei Uniuni a celor trei natiuni transilvane,
inaugurand astfel traditia proiectelor unui stat transilvinean de sine stititor’®. Un
an mai tirziu, dupa reiterarea tezei potrivit careia romanii din Transilvania,
indiscutabil inferiori in raport cu maghiarii, sunt totusi, de o manierd la fel de
evidentd, superiori celor din Vechiul Regat, delegatia maghiara la Conferinta de
Pace ardta in Nota VIII Despre problema transilvand, inaintatd Consiliului Suprem
pe 14 ianuarie 1920 sub semnatura contelui Albert Apponyi, c¢i ,,poporul romén din

% Nicolae lorga, Noua generafie ardeleand, si urm., p. 8889 (Trei feluri de spirit ardelenesc,
27 iunie 1931).

37 Nicolae lorga, Memorii, vol. IV, si urm, p. 353 (22 iunie 1929).

® Ibidem, p. 354 (26 iunie 1929).

¥ lgnac Romsics, Graf Istvin Bethlens Konzeption eines unabhdngigen oder autonomen
Siebenbiirgen, in ,,Ungarn-Jahrbuch”, vol. 15 (1987), p. 76; a se vedea §i Béla Pomogats, Aspirations
des Hongrois de la Transylvanie vers !'autonomie 1918—1921, in Kdlmin Benda, Thomas von
Bogyay, Horst Glassl, Zsolt K. Lengyel (eds.), Forschungen iiber Siebenbiirgen und seine Nachbarn:
Festschrift fiir Attila T. Szabé und Zsigmond Jaké, 1. Bd. 2, Miinchen, R. Trofenik, 1988, p. 85-86.
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Transilvania se simte transilvanean, la fel ca i maghiarii si sasii din acest tinut. In
sufletul siu zace o constiintd §i un patriotism transilvanene care sunt imposibil de
stins, asa cum nemtii, francezii si italienii din Confederatia Helvetd se simt inainte
de toate elvetieni, si numai in al doilea rand nemti, francezi si italieni”*’. Cunoscut
romanilor Tnainte de 1918 mai ales prin legile scolare care loveau puternic in
invatamantul romanesc, tot Apponyi era si acel ,,ministru de instructie care a impus
scolilor prin ordin confidential ca [de]numirea de Transilvania (Erdély) si fie
inlocuitd cu aceea de «Platoul sud-esticy», iar sub raport politic Ardealul a fost
botezat «finutul de dincolo de Piatra Craiuluin™*', dand dovada de ceea ce Karoly
Kos avea sa califice drept ,miopie sinucigasd”® din perspectiva evolutiilor
ulterioare perioadei 1918-1920. Dacé insa Apponyi avea si isi revizuiasca in mod
oportun conceptia dupd prabusgirea asa-zisei Ungarii Mari, ar fi fost cam greu
pentru redactorul ,,Ellenzék” din 1922 sa explice motivele pentru care un om de
stiintd de talia istoricului Nicolae lorga, dupa infaptuirea Romaéniei Mari, si-ar fi
revizuit optiunile in virtutea carora a fost caracterizat (i) de un savant maghiar pe
buni dreptate ca prophéte de I 'unité roumaine™, pentru a revendica ex post factum
un loc in fotografia oficiala a delegatiei maghiare la Conferinta de Pace de la Paris.

Netulburatd de asemenea inadvertente si propagatd eficient de Zsombor de
Sz4sz in anii 20 ai secolului trecut, manipularea initiati de ,,Ellenzék” supravietuieste
pand in zilele noastre. Aflim astfel, dintr-o publicatie mai nouad consacrata
transilvanismului, nu numai ca Szasz ,,quoted Professor lorga, who declared [sic!]
in the Ellenzék” cele mai sus mentionate, ci §i cd acest remarcabil efort intelectual
era sustinut de ,,dorinta — evidenta si in prelegerea lui Istvan Bethlen din Anglia —
de a justifica patriotismul local chiar si printre romani”*. Intitulatdi Problema
Transilvaniei, a treia din cele patru prelegeri despre Tratatul de la Trianon si pacea

“® Nota VIII privind problema Transilvaniei, in C. Tineghe (coord.), Problema transilvand
reflectatd in notele prezentate de delegatia maghiara la Conferinta de pace de la Paris (1920),
Bucuresti, Centrul de Studii pentru Resurse Roméanesti, 2008, p. 28. usor modificat cf. Note VIII. On
the Transylvanian Question, in E. Cholnoky (ed.), The Hungarian peace negociations: An Account of
the Work of the Hungarian Peace Delegation at Neuilly S/S, from January 1o March 1920, vol. 1,
Budapest, Printing Office of Victor Homyanszky, 1920, p. 138.

“! Karoly Kés, ,,Erdély Helikon™, nr. 1/1928, p. 57, apud lon Chinezu, Aspecte din literatura
maghiara ardeleand, Cluj, Editura Revistei ,,Societatea de Maine”, Cluj, 1930, p. 14.

“2 Karoly Kos, in A. Bajor, Ki mondjon igazat, ha nem az ember: Beszélgetés Kos Kdrollyal.
Igaz Sz6 nr. 11 / 1968, p. 640. Spre deosebire de textul citat de Ion Chinezu in 1930 — fara indicarea
numelui autorului sdu — intr-un pasaj devenit reper pentru critica transilvanismului ca formi de
revizionism (Francisc Pacurariu, Romdnii §i maghiarii de-a lungul veacurilor, Bucuresti, Editura
Minerva, 1988, p. 101; lon Calafeteanu, Revizionismul ungar si Romdnia, Bucuresti, Editura
Enciclopedicd, 1995, p. 67), dar care este in mod obignuit numai citat ca atare, fard a fi supus vreunor
analize istoriografice, Karoly Kos mentioneazd aici faptul ci Apponyi fusese intr-adevar acel
»ministru de instructie”.

* Ladislas Galdi, Nicolae lorga, in ,Nouvelle Revue de Hongrie”, vol. 34, 1941, p. 72.

“ Piroska Balogh, Transylvanism: Revision or Regionalism?, in lgnac Romsics/Béla K. Kiraly
(eds.), Geopolitics in the Danube Region: Hungarian Reconciliation Efforts, 1848—1998, Budapest,
CEU Press, 1999, p. 248.
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Europei, sustinute in noiembrie 1933 la Londra de contele Istvan Bethlen, fostul
membru proeminent al delegatiei maghiare la Conferinta de pace si apoi din 1921
timp de un deceniu prim-ministru al Ungariei, desfasura pe larg argumentatia in
sprijinul aceleiasi solutii a Transilvaniei ca stat de sine statitor*. In pofida faptului
cd romanii constituiau in Transilvania majoritatea populatiei, Bethlen considera ca
indreptatirea revendicdrii Transilvaniei de catre Ungaria era §i ea incontestabila,
cdta vreme, ungurii ar fi fost primii in Transilvania, ar fi aparat-o cu impotriva tatarilor
si a turcilor si ar fi mentinut-o ca stat ,,cu o civilizatie si institutii liberale inaintea
multor alte state occidentale”. Dat fiind faptul ca nici romanii, nici ungurii nu pot
renunta la Transilvania, iar o impartire a acesteia intre cele doud popoare este la
rdndul ei de neconceput, singura solutie posibila ar fi fost independenta provinciei,
dupd modelul Elvetiei, promovatd de fruntasii Partidului National Romén inainte
de 1918, cu atdt mai mult cu cit dupd Unire ,,mase largi ale populatiei roméanesti
din Transilvania ar fi inclinate chiar si in zilele noastre sa adopte acest proiect de
reconstructie, si aceasta cu atit mai mult cu cidt vechiul patriotism local sau
transilvanism inci supravietuieste in sufletul cetatenilor din acea tard, cea mai buna
dovadi in acest sens fiind antipatia incontestabild care ii separi pe romdnii din
Transilvania de rudele lor din Regat — numele Roméniei antebelice sau regale — la
care ardelenii se uitd astdzi poate cu i mai mare retinere decit acum cincisprezece
ani”*.

Deloc surprinzitor, argumentatia lui Bethlen urmeaza exact liniile promovate
si de Zsombor de Szasz in lucrarea din 1927. Ignorind, din cédte se pare, aceastd
lucrare, Nicolae lorga nu a intirziat insi a rdspunde viziunii lui Bethlen asupra unei
»viitoare Svitera transilvineana”, privind asadar transformarea Transilvaniei ,,intr-
un fel de Elvetie multina'gionalﬁ”“, aratand deja in decembrie 1933 ci ,,n-a fost o
clipd in istoria Vechiului Regat, una singuri, cind ardeleanul si zica: eu sunt aici gi
ei sunt acolo”, asa cum ,,nu-i bucatd de pidmant in Ardeal care sa nu fie stropita de
singele fecund al roménilor de dincoace”. Mai mult, tot Iorga este cel care in

4 Ladislas Ottlik, Les conférences du comte Bethlen en Angleterre, in ,Nouvelle Revue de
Hongrie”, vol. 50 (1934), p. 72-77 (in special 75-76). Asupra conferintelor lui Bethlen, in contextul
intregii sale cariere politice de dinainte §i de dupa 1918, se vedea Silviu Dragomir, Les deux attitudes
du comte Bethlen: L'imperialisme hongrois — La Transylvanie etat-tampon, in ,Revue de
Transylvanie", vol. 1, 1934, p. 5-31; 1. Polgar, O disputa politica romdno-maghiara: Contele Istvan
Bethlen despre misiunea istorica a Ungariei in Europa Centrald gi Balcani, in Sorin Sipos, Mircea
Brie, loan Horga, Igor Sarov, lon Gumenai (coord.), Politici imperiale in estul si vestul spatiului
romdnesc, Oradea, Chigindu, Editura Universitatii din Oradea, Cartdidact Press, 2010, p. 386-393.

“6 Stephen Bethlen, Treaty of Trianon and European Peace, London, Longmans, Green&Co,
p. 101, 139, 140. Programul complet al revizuirii Tratatului de la Trianon propus de contele Bethlen
revendica restituirea catre Ungaria — fard plebiscit — a teritoriilor din vecinatatea frontierelor cu statele
vecine populate majoritar de maghiari, organizarea unor plebiscite in Banat si Voivodina, precum §i
independenta Transilvaniei.

7 Nicolae lorga, in luptd cu absurdul revizonism maghiar, si urm, p. 57, 61.

8 Nicolae lorga, Conferinfe. ldeea unitafii romdnesti, Bucuresti, Editura Minerva, 1987,
p. 274, 275.
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ultimul sau an de viata atrigea in mod special atentia asupra pétrunderii ideilor
transilvanismului in discursul public romédnesc Spre finalul unui studiu despre
Unirea Ardealului, datat 1 decembrie 1939, asadar la ultima aniversare a Roméniei
Mari in granitele ei nestirbite, marele istoric roméan atrigea atentia asupra faptului
ca ,,un ziar din Bucuresti a scris un articol in care spune cd in Ardeal existd o
singura natiune, cu aceleasi apucituri, aceleasi ganduri, cd se intdmpld cd unul
vorbeste sdseste, altul ungureste, altul roméaneste, dar sunt oameni de acelasi fel, de
aceeasi tara, care trebuie sa aiba acelasi viitor, si dl. Victor Beldiman spune intr-un
loc: s lasam Ardealul ardelenilor — ce ne amestecdm noi ceilalti, care nu facem
parte din sinteza?”*’,

Identificarea precisd a ziarului si articolului in care Victor Beldiman, fiul
sefului misiunii diplomatice a Romaéniei la Berlin inainte de 1916 si traducatorul in
limba germand al memoriului din 1917 In care Constantin Stere milita pentru
integrarea Romanei in tabara Puterilor Centrale®, ar putea oferi date interesante cu
privire la continuitatea dintre tezele transilvanismului interbelic si cele promovate
in zilele noastre de autori precum politologul maghiar ,,Gusztav Molnar si Sabin
Gherman, doi dintre cei mai proeminenti suporteri ai identitatii specifice a provinciei
[Transilvania]”®' pornind de la aceleasi premise®?. Daca la sfarsitul anilor 1990,
intr-un eseu — amplu comentat la vremea respectiva si purtdnd drept morfo un citat
din conferintele sustinute de Istvan Bethlen la Londra in noiembrie 1933 - care
pornea nu numai de la faimosul conflict al civilizatiilor (re)teoretizat de Samuel
Huntington, ci si de la rezultatele alegerilor parlamentare din Romaénia anului 1996,
Molnar astepta de la ,elita care vrea sd ducd modernizarea Romaniei pani la
integrarea totald si definitivd in civilizatia occidentala” recunoasterea faptului ci
»ransilvania are nevoie de un stat, in cadrul cdruia si-si poatd pistra si dezvolta
propria identitate culturala si politica™. Astazi o simpla cautare pe platforme de
socializare precum YouTube sau Facebook este suficienta pentru a contempla o
cuprinzitoare panorama de steaguri tricolore avand culorile asezate orizontal, nu
vertical, ,,fransilvanismul” ca lozinca si nume romanesti in calitate de promotori.

Oricum ar evolua lucrurile mai departe, cit priveste manipularea prin care
lupta politicd dintre politicienii romdani si partidele roménesti este transformata

9 Ibidem, p. 229-230.

% Lucian Boia, Germanofilii: elita intelectuald romaneasca in anii primului rdzboi mondial,
Bucuresti, Humanitas, 2017, p. 356.

*! Luminita lgnat-Coman, Transylvania between Identities: Imperial Heritage ad Nation-State
After 1918, 1n ,,Transylvanian Review”, 24, Suppl. No. 1 (2015), p. 6.

32 Cu trimitere la Edward Said, in sensul unui ,orientalism intern” menit sa Jjustifice
superioritatea ardelenilor fata de locuitorii Vechiului Regat, a se vedea Marius Turda, Transylvania
Revisited: Public Discourse and Historical Representation in Contemporary Romania, in Balazs
Trencsényi, Dragos Petrescu, Cristina Petrescu, Constantin Iordachi and Zoltan Kantor (eds.), op. cit.,
p. 202.

3 Gusztav Molnar, Problema transilvand, in Gabriel Andreescu, Gusztiv Molnar (ed.),
Problema transilvand, lasi, Polirom, 1999, p. 30.
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pentru a servi drept instrument impotriva statului roman ca stat national unitar,
concluziile privind locul lui Nicolae lorga ca reper in confruntarea vizand
identitatea si viitorul acestui stat pot fi desprinse cu suficienta claritate. Criticat
astazi cu asprime de promotorii revizionismului istoriografic rominesc nu numai ca
,nationalist si autohtonist”® ci si ca principal responsabil pentru faptul ci
.anterioritatea Transilvaniei este pur si simplu pulverizatd la nivelul constiintei
istorice romanesti”, fiind considerati ,,prin excelenti o «tara roméneasca»”>’, lorga
a aparat consecvent ideea statului national romén ca ,realizare a unei idei nationale”
romanesti, exprimandu-si o opozitie constanta inclusiv fatd de conceperea natiunii
roméne ca natiune politicd incluzdnd si minorititile nationale, o opozitie care
pomea insd nu de la presupuse pulsiuni exclusiviste, ci tocmai de la necesitatea
recunoasterii minoritatilor ca ,,grupdri nationale, care au dreptul si fie respectate in
toate amintirile lor, in tot ce ii tine la iniméd in prezent si in tot ce pot astepta de la
viitorul lor in statul romén — in aceastd Romaénie care nu este o tard unde ei sé fie
tolerati, ci tara lor in acelasi grad ca si pentru noi, majoritatea®. In sfarsit, daca
astdzi acestui stat national unitar i se contrapune si de citre intelectuali roméani cu
audientd publici ,,0 alternativi care poate fi definitd fie in termenii federalismului,
fie in cei ai devolutiei”, justificatd de faptul cid Unirea din 1918 ,,aduce impreuna
nu doar teritorii, ci §i veritabile natiuni (sic) In masura in care noile provincii
poseda o identitate radical diferitd de Vechiul Regat si distinctd una in raport cu
cealalta™’ si aprofundati gratie unei interpretiri a Rezolutiei Marii Aduniri Nationale
de la Alba lulia ca ,,declaratia ce propune regindirea Romaéniei nascande... prin unghiul
de sensibilitate al unei traditii politice atente la domnia legii, Ia constitutionalism si
la policentrism™® precum cea promovati de fruntasii politici ai romanilor ardeleni
in opozitie cu ,,statul pe care Bratianu 1l edifica, stat care se confundd cu Romania
Mare... fondat in intregime pe autoritate si arbitrar, nicidecum pe controlul
exercitat de cetateni’, atunci continuatorii de astizi ai liniei transilvaniste care

5% Lucia Boia, Istorie si mif in congstiinja roméneascd, Bucuresti, Humanitas, 2018, p. 133.

55 Sorin Mitu, Transilvania mea: istorii, mentalitdfi, identitdfi, lasi, Polirom, 2013, p. 134.

% Constantin Buge, Nicolae Dascilu (ed.); Nicolae lorga si revizionismul maghiar, Editura
Universitatii Bucuresti, 1993, p. 55.

%7 Joan Stanomir, Democratie si autocrafie in Romdnia, meditafii la Centenar, in Valentin
Naumescu (coord.), Romdnia, marile puteri si ordinea europeand: 1918-2018, p. 277-278. De vreme
ce, asa cum pe bund dreptate sublinia profesorul Comel Sigmirean, la 1 decembrie 1918 elita
romaneascd din Transilvania realizase deja ,trecerea de la «natiunea romana din Transilvania» la
«nafiunea romand in intregul ei»” (Comel Sigmirean, Elita romanilor din Transilvania la 1918:
educatie, proiecte §i opfiuni politice, in ,,Anuarul Institutului de Istorie «George Barifiu», Series
Historica”, Supliment 1, 2016, p. 181-205,192), ne-am putea intreba care anume putea fi ,,veritabila”
nafiune din Transilvania avuta in vedere de profesorul Stanomir?

58 Joan Stanomir, La Centenar: recitind secolul Romdniei Mari, Bucuresti, Humanitas, 2018,
p. 35.

% Ibidem, p. 53. A se vedea spre comparatie Zsombor de Szasz, L ‘évolution de la vie politique
roumaine (1918-28), in ,Nouvelle Revue de Hongrie”, vol. 47, 1932, p. 182-183: , Narturellement
I’ancien systéme politique aurait dii se transformer conformément a cette grande transformation
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incepe cu notele delegatiei maghiare la Conferinta de Pace de la Paris din 1920,
Elemér Gyarfas, ,,Ellenzék”, Zsombor de Szasz si Istvan Bethlen s-ar putea raporta,
pe buna dreptate, la acestia — nu insa si la Nicolae lorga.

A DURABLE MANIPULATION: NICOLAE IORGA
AS A TRANSYLVANIST

Abstract

During the third decade of the 20th century, immediately after the Grand Union of
Transylvania with Romania and the Peace Treaty of Trianon, some Hungarian voices tried to
establish the these according to which the great Romanian historian Nicholas lorga may have
defended a specific Transylvanian national identity of the people habitating this region. The paper
questions this obvious manipulation, trying to identify its ideological premises, historical context and
political consequences.

Keywords: Nicholas lorga, Transylvanism, Karoly Koés, Istvan Bethlen, Revisionism.

(reprezentatd de Marea Unire — n.n.). Mais un tel changement n'eut pas lieu. L esprit du parti libéral
continua de régner, la toute puissance de Britianu de durer dans une atmosphére qui était encore
[’héritage des phanariotes™. Pentru prezentarea §i critica detaliata a tezelor privind incalcarea de citre
statul roméan a prevederilor Rezolutiei de la Alba lulia, a se vedea deja Tudor Driganu, Les decisions
d’Alba-lulia et leur interprétation par les minorités nationales de Roumanie, in ,Revue de
Transylvanie” vol. 10, 1944, p. 52-73.
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ACTIVITATE STIINTIFICA

Esafodajul teoretic contemporan, atét al cercetarilor istorice cat si al studiilor
culturale cuprinde, alituri de intoarcerea citre lingvistic' si culturd’, si accentul
pus pe intelegerea practicilor si comportamentelor culturale ca reprezentatii’.
Aceasta grild de interpretare isi are originea in modele teoretice din anii 40 si 50
ai secolului XX, ce vedeau societatea ca un teatru. Teoretizatd de criticul literar
Kenneth Burke* in anii 40, ,,abordarea dramaturgica” a fost preluata de antropologi
in anii 50. Astfel Michel Leiris® a subliniat aspectele teatrale ale posedarii de catre
spirite, Victor Turner® a vorbit despre ,,dramaturgia sociala”, iar Erving Goffman’ a
asemuit comportamentul fiecarui individ in viata cotidiana cu jocul actorilor pe o
scena de teatru. In ultimele dou decenii, aceasta abordare teoretici a fost preluata
de cétre tot mai multi istorici, dupd cum o arati incetatenirea in limbajul de
specialitate a termenilor ,,performance” si ,,performative”. Desi pare banald, ideea
cd, In imprejurdn diferite, date de spatiu, timp sau prezenta altor oameni, aceeasi
persoana se comportd in mod diferit, folositd ca punct de plecare al analizei istorice,
poate avea implicatii teoretice si metodologice importante. Aprofundarea acestor
implicatii este ceea ce si-au propus participantii la conferinta anuald a Societatii
Internationale de Istorie Culturala, desfasurata intre 13—-16 septembrie 2018 la
Columbia University, New York, avand tematica Performance, Politics and Play.

Unul dintre principalele domenii de studiu in care a fost aplicat conceptul de
~performance” a fost cel al ceremoniilor si festivitatilor publice. in prezentarea sa®,
Madison Sowell a ardtat nu doar cid existd o legaturd stransid intre politicd si
ceremoniile publice, ci cd acestea erau unul dintre instrumentele prin care se
exercita puterea politicd. Festivitdtile ce celebrau césitoria, in 1608, a ducelui de
Toscana, Cosimo 1l de Medici cu Maria Magdalena de Austria, au culminat cu

! Linguistic turn.

2 Cultural turn.

3 Performative turn. In ultimele doua decenii, cuvantul englezesc performance a fost adoptat,
ca anglicism, in limba romani. Vezi traducerea cartii lui Richard Schechner, Performance:
introducere §i teorie, Bucuresti, Unitext, 2009,

in textul acestui articol vom folosi si alte cuvinte roménesti ce traduc englezescul
performance, precum: reprezentatie, spectacol, prestatie.

* Kenneth Burke, 4 Grammar of Motives, Berkeley and Los Angeles, Univesity of California
Press, 1969, (prima editie, 1945).

* Michel Leiris, La possession et ses aspects thédtraux chez les Ethiopiens de Gondar, Paris,
Plon, 1958.

8 Victor Turner, Schism and Continuity in an Afvican Society: A Study of Ndembu Village Life,
Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1957.

" Erving Goffman, The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life, Edinburgh, University of
Edinburgh, 1956.

¥ Intitulatd Performance, Poetry, and Politics in Seventeenth-Century Florence: The 1608
Marriage Festivities of Grand Duke Cosimo 1l De’ Medici and Maria Magdalena of Austria.

»Studii §i materiale de istorie moderna”, vol. XXXIII, 2020, p. 103-111
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organizarea pe rdul Amo a unei batilii navale ce reconstituia lupta argonautilor
condusi de Iason cu locuitorii din Colhida, pentru obtinerea lanii de aur. Punerea in
scend a unor asemenea naumahii nu era un eveniment neobisnuit la curtile princiare
renascentiste europene. Aristocratia europeand folosea in mod curent spectacolele
prilejuite de aniversarea unei casatorii pentru a-si etala prestigiul si legitima autoritatea.
Punerea in scend pe rdul Amo, din 1608, a Argonauticelor lui Apollonius din
Rhodos, transmitea insd un alt mesaj decdt evenimentul similar organizat la curtea
englezd, cu prilejul casatoriei dintre Elisabeta Stuart, fiica regelui Iacob I Stuart si
printul elector Frederik V. Atunci cand Cosimo 11 de Medici (cavaler al Ordinului
Lina de Aur), in rolul lui lason, 1i oferea Medeei (Mariei Magdalena) mere rosii, ce
faceau trimitere la blazonul familiei de Medici, mesajul simbolic transmis era ca
aceasta aliantd matrimoniala va fi urmatd de una militara, prin care Habsburgii sa
se alature in lupta impotriva otomanilor. De altfel, un mesaj similar fusese transmis
la nivel simbolic si prin ceremoniile prilejuite de césétoria in 1589 a lui Ferdinando
de Medici cu Christine de Lorraine’. Pe de alti parte, simbolistica punerii in scena
a mitului 14nii de aur din Londra anului 1613 era legatd de prezentarea lui Frederik
ca lason, cdlatorind in Anglia (Colhida) pentru a obtine méana printesei Elisabeta
(lana de aur) si a se alatura astfel cauzei protestantilor'.

Analiza festivititilor publice ca forme de exprimare simbolici a puterii este si
subiectul prezentirii lui Robert John Iafolla''. Pornind de la cronica de sfarsit de
secol XV, Relacion de los Hechos del muy Magnifico e mds Virtuoso Sefior don
Miguel Lucas, Muy Digno Condestable de Castilla, lafolla a aratat cum, Intr-un oras
castilian de la granita cu Granada musulmand, festivitatile publice erau folosite
pentru a exprima la nivel simbolic, dar si legitima puterea politicd. Pentru a contracara
la nivel simbolic autoritatea informald detinutd de episcopul de Jaén, Alfonso
Vazquez de Acufla, Miguel Lucas de Iranzio, conte si comandant al armatelor
regale, detindtor, ca reprezentant al regelui, al puterii formale si legitime in Jaén,
organizeazd o serie de serbari, ce culmineaza in 1463 cu simularea unei batilii la
care participd 200 de cavaleri, in care maurii infranti jurd credintd crestinilor
condusi de Iranzio.

in prezentarea intitulata Performing the Republic: Political Rituals in the
Venetian Mainland, Erika Carminati a analizat ceremoniile ce aveau loc la
instalarea noului guvernator in orasele de pe teritoriul stapanit de Venetia, cu cele

® Katherine Poole, Christian Crusade as Spectacle: The Cavalieri Di Santo Stefano and the
Audiences for the Medici Weddings of 1589 and 1608, in Sarah Blick, Laura D. Gelfand (eds.), Push
Me Pull You: Physical and Spatial Interaction in Late Medieval and Renaissance Art, vol. 2, Leiden
& Boston, Brill, 2011, p. 383-420.

' Lucinda H. S. Dean, Enter the Alien: Foreign Consorts and their Royal Entries into Scottish
Cities, ¢. 1449-1590, p. 251, in J.R. Mulryne, Maria Ines Aliverti, Anna Maria Testaverde (eds.),
Ceremonials Entries in Early Modern Europe: The Iconography of Power, Farham, Ashgate, 2015,
p. 267-296.

"' Prezentarea sa a avut titlul Who Rules in Jaén? Performing Power in a Fifteenth-Century
Castilian City.
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doua momente importante: predarea cheii orasului si prezentarea publici a noului
guvernator in piata orasului. In secolul al XVII-lea, intr-o perioada de declin a
institutiilor republicane, in care coruptia si criza politicd se addnceau, aceste
ceremonii aveau functia de a legitima traditia politica republicani, de a restabili, in
plan simbolic, ordinea publicd existentd in perioadele anterioare.

Studierea ceremoniilor si festivitatilor publice ca spectacole prin al caror
simbolism autoritatile incearca s se legitimeze §i sid-si impuna controlul asupra
societatii a fost lansatd de Foucault in anii 70'? si preluati apoi de tot mai multi
istorici. Incorporand noile tendinte metodologice de studiere a ritualurilor din
antropologie, ceea ce a adus nou istoriografia ultimelor doud decenii a fost accentul
pus pe unicitatea fiecérei puneri In scend a unei ceremonii, in ceea ce priveste
procesul de semnificare. Istoricii pun accentul acum pe rolul activ al fiecarui
participant in stabilirea semnificatiei festivititii la care ia parte. Astfel, Robert
lafolla a aratat cum, la serbérile organizate de Miguel Lucas de Iranzio in Jaén, unii
dintre participanti si-au exprimat dezaprobarea fati de politica reprezentantului
regelui. In mod similar, a aritat Erika Carminati, in Bergamo, un oras controlat de
Venetia, ceremoniile organizate la instalarea unui nou guvernator au esuat in a crea
in rdndul participantilor o legiturd simbolica intre vechile institutii republicane si
ordinea sociala.

Istoricii ultimelor decenii au preluat de la lingvisti teoria diglosiei, aratand
curn, in mod constient sau inconstient, oamenii folosesc un limbaj popular sau unul
elevat in functie de contextul social sau cultural. Faptul este cu atdt mai evident in
comunitétile bi- sau multilingve, unde folosirea unei limbi sau a alteia, in diferite
contexte de comunicare, are puternice implicatii sociale si culturale. in cadrul
conferintei de la New York, Alessandra Vigo'® si-a prezentat rezultatele cercetarii
de teren realizati in cadrul comunititilor de imigranti italieni veniti din nordul
Africii in anii 60. In timpul interviurilor realizate cu membrii acestor comunitati
din Venetia si Milano, Vigo a observat ca, in contexte informale, cum ar fi atunci
cand spuneau o gluma, respectivele persoane foloseau intotdeauna limba araba.
Folosirea atit a limbii italiene cét si celei arabe constituia asadar o modalitate de
afirmare a unei identitéti specifice.

In studierea folclorului sau a culturii orale, accentul s-a mutat de la analiza
textul unui basm, cantec sau baladi, la cea a fiecarui context in care respectivul
basm a fost spus de un povestitor, sau balada céntatd de un lautar, precum si a
modului in care acestea au fost receptate de publicul auditor. Pormnind de la
exemplul Kalevalei, Juhaha Saarelainen'® a aritat cum schimbarea centrului de
interes al analizei de la text la context a dus la importante consecinte in ceea ce
priveste disputa legata de autenticitatea epopeei. Culegerea de cétre Elias Lonnrot a

12 Michel Foucault, Surveiller et punir, Paris, Gallimard, 1975.
"3 In prezentarea intitulata ltalians from Africa: Performances of Blended Identity.
" Titlul prezentarii a fost Performing Authenticity: Transforming Folk Poetry from Bodily
Performance to a Body of Written Works in Early Nineteenth-Century Finland.
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diferitelor poeme cu circulatie orala si publicarea lor in 1835-1836 a dat nastere la
numeroase discutii privind autenticitatea variantei scrise a Kalevalei, mai ales in
contextul importantului rol pe care aceasta l-a jucat in crearea limbii literare
finlandeze. Inutilitatea incercirii de reconstituire a unui text autentic este insa
sugeratd de faptul ca rapsozii populari nu erau interesati de autenticitatea poemelor,
schimbandu-le continutul in functie de publicul in fata caruia le recitau.

Prezentarea lui Brian Weiser'’, de la Universitatea din Denver, a aratat cum,
in Anglia epocii moderne, reprezentatiile publice ale unei piese de teatru puneau in
discutie relatia intre onoare, categoriile sociale si rolurile de gen. The Late
Lancashire Witches (1634) a avut un real succes in epocé, dupa cum o arata faptul
ci a fost jucata la Globe Theatre de trupa de actori King s Men (cea din care facuse
parte si William Shakespeare) trei zile la rdnd, in august 1634, intr-o vreme in care
in fiecare zi se punea in scend o altd piesd. Piesa a avut la bazd evenimente
contemporane reale: procesul desfasurat la curtea de apel din Lancashire in 24
martie 1634, cind 20 de femei au fost acuzate de vrajitorie. Desi le-a gasit
vinovate, tribunalul de Lancashire a evitat si stabileascd pedepsele, trimitdndu-le
pe cele 20 de femei la Londra, pentru investigatii suplimentare. Aici, principalul
martor al acuzirii, un biiat in vérstd de 10 ani, a recunoscut ci marturia sa fusese
alcatuitd din diverse relatdri ale unor cazuri anterioare de vrajitorie. Chiar daci
unele dintre acuzate au fost gésite nevinovate, toate au ramas inchise in temnita,
unde este foarte probabil cd au si murit. Piesa de teatru scrisd de Thomas Heywood
si Richard Brome inverseazi ordinea sociald fireascd, marcatd de institutia
casatoriei: femeile isi céldresc sotii transformati in diverse animale i, mai grav,
copiii 1si cildresc parintii, iar servitorii stdpanii, subminandu-le astfel autoritatea.
Ordinea sociald este restauratd dupd ce vrdjitoarele sunt demascate si judecate.
Punerea in scend repetata a piesei a avut ca efect, ce nu fusese probabil ciutat in
mod voit de autorii piesei, crearea unui curent de opinie ce le considera pe cele 20
de femei reale acuzate de vrdjitorie ca fiind vinovate de transgresarea, in plan
simbolic, a ordinii sociale acceptate. Aceastd vina simbolica este probabil motivul
pentru care femeile, desi achitate, nu au fost eliberate din temnita.

Alte prezentari din cadrul conferintei au atins subiectul punerii cotidiene in
scena a rolurilor de gen. Valerio Zanetti'®, de la Universitatea din Cambridge, a
aratat rolul pe care practicarea célaritului de céitre femei il avea in cultura
aristocratd a Frantei secolului al XVII-lea. Pornind de la discursul medical
contemporan, ce considera miscarea fizicd ca fiind periculoasd pentru femei,
ducind la incdlzirea excesivd a corpului si dereglarea echilibrului umorilor
corporale, de la manualele de célarie, tablourile si gravurile ce infétiseaza un astfel
de subiect, dar si de la pasajele autobiografice scrise de Anne-Marie-Louise d
Orléans, ducesa de Montpensier (1627-1693), Catherine Meurdrac de La Guette

'* Honor, Skimmingtons, and the ,, Late Lancashire Witches” (1634).

' In prezentarea intitulata Courtly Amazons and the Development of Female Sport in Early
Modern Europe.
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(1613-1676) si Alberte-Barbe d Emécourt, dame de Neuville et de Saint-
Baslemont (1607—1660), Zanetti concluzioneaza ca echitatia reprezenta, pe langa o
modalitate placutd de petrecere a timpului, si un instrument prin care femeile din
aristocratie isi puteau exercita autoritatea in domeniul politic i militar.

Aplicind metoda observarii participative, Marie Bennedahl'’ a documentat
interpretérile cotidiene ale rolurilor de gen, asa cum erau puse in scend in
spectacolele (reenactment) ce reconstituiau batéliile din timpul razboiului civil
american. Participand ca actritd in numeroase astfel de reconstituiri, atit de partea
confederatilor, cét §i a unionistilor, Bennedahl a remarcat ci, dincolo de discursul
oficial, ce dezavua rolurile de gen, la care aderau toti participanti, practicile
cotidiene denotau si o altd atitudine in aceasta privinta. Astfel, in armata unionista,
a fost mult mai bine vazutd de ceilalti participanti citd vreme a jucat rolul unei
femei la bucitirie, decdt atunci cdnd a jucat rolul unui soldat de infanterie. De
cealalta parte, colegii din armata confederati i-au spus sd nu-si ascunda parul sub
palarie, caci soldatilor confederati nu le e rusine sa aibd femei in armata lor, asa
cum le este unionistilor.

Accentul pus pe reprezentatie de cercetitorii din ultimele decenii a avut
consecinte si in istoria vestimentatiei. Daniel Roche'® a aritat cum hainele au fost
folosite ca mijloace de afirmare a diferitelor identitati. In prezentarea intitulata
Pink: The History of a Punk, Pretty, Powerful Color, Valerie Steele a fost
interesatd nu doar de istoria perceptiei culorii roz, ci si de maniera in care aceasta a
fost utilizata in viata de zi cu zi. Continuand demersul lui Michel Pastoreau'® si
teoriile acestuia, potrivit cdrora perceptia unei culori nu este aculturald si
anistoricd, Steele aratd cum cultura occidentald a definit culoarea roz, acordandu-i
semnificatii diferite, de la legatura cu sexualitatea feminina si pana la transmiterea
unor mesaje de protest social. Perceptia medievala ce nu considera rozul ca o
culoare de sine stdtatoare, ci mai degraba ca o nuanta stearsd de rosu, s-a modificat
in secolul al XVIll-lea, si ca urmare a descoperirii unui nou pigment in Brazilia.
Curtea regala franceza impune folosirea culorii roz, atit in artele frumoase (vezi
tablourile lui Frangois Bouchard), cét si in decoratiile interioare si in vestimentatie,
unde era folositd in aceeasi masura atit de femei cat si de barbati. In secolul al
XIX-lea, pe masurd ce vestimentatia barbateascd a renuntat la culorile stridente,
adoptdnd culori sobre (in special costumul negru), rozul a ajuns si defineasca
vestimentatia feminind. La un bal organizat in Paris in 1840, este atestatd pentru
prima datd segregatia coloristicd vestimentard ce avea si se Incetdteneascd In
mentalul oamenilor din secolul urmator, subzistdnd pana in ziua de azi in cultura
populard: roz pentru femei/fetite, albastru pentru barbati/baietei. Treptat, din
secolul al XIX-lea, culoarea roz a ajuns sa fie asociatd nu doar cu vestimentatia

17 Prezentarea sa a avut titlul Performative Research among Gunpowder and Hoopskirts.
'8 Daniel Roche, La culture des apparences: une histoire du vétement (XVIF-XVIIF siécle),
Paris, Fayard, 1989.
' Michel Pastoreau, Albastru. istoria unei culori, Chisindu, Editura Cartier, 2006.
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feminina, ci si cu corpul, nuditatea si sexualitatea feminind, cu toate stereotipurile
negative comune acesteia. In Statele Unite, cultura afro-americand nu a aderat insd
la aceastd feminizare simbolicd a culorii roz, influentand si industria muzicala din a
doua jumitate a secolului al XX-lea. Cadillac-ul roz al pugilistului Sugar Ray
Robinson (1921-1989) a avut un impact puternic asupra lui Elvis Presley, iar
pentru céntiretii de hip-hop de la sfarsitul anilor 1990 si inceputul anilor 2000,
culoarea roz a devenit un simbol al masculinitatii. Si pe continentul european, in
anii 70, culoarea roz a fost revalorizati de cultura protestului. Astfel, Paul Simonon,
basistul formatiei punk rock din Marea Britanie, ,,The Clash”, afirma ca ,,rozul este
singura culoare adevarata a rock and roll-ului”.

Alte prezentari din cadrul conferintei au investigat semnificatiile acordate
diferitelor evenimente sportive. Bernard James Remollino®® a aratat cum filipinezii
foloseau meciurile céstigate de compatriotul lor, pugilistul Francisco ,,Pancho Villa”
Guilledo (1901-1925), pentru a inversa in plan simbolic stereotipul inferioritatii
fizice a bastinasilor filipinezi in fata colonistilor americani. Ecaterina Lung®' a
identificat maniera in care, in Roménia comunisté, in anii 70, dar mai ales in anii
80, ceremoniile sportive si rezultatele internationale ale sportivilor roméani au fost
folosite in scopuri propagandistice, in strinsd legdturd cu cultul personalitétii lui
Nicolae Ceausescu. In plan intern, efectul nu a fost insa cel scontat de propaganda
oficiald, caci populatia nu i-a atribuit lui Ceausescu merite pentru succesele
sportivilor roméni. Dimpotriva, o parte a populatiei i-a invinovétit pe sportivi
pentru dificultitile economice de la sfarsitul anilor 80, considerand cé se cheltuia
prea mult pentru promovarea acestora.

Scopul organizatorilor conferintei cu tematica Performance, Politics and
Play nu a fost de a promova conceptul de performance ca instrument metodologic
cu aplicare universald, ci acela de identifica principalele arii de cercetare in care
acest concept a fost folosit. Ca atare, prezentdrile au fost vdzute ca puncte de
pornire pentru discutii si dezbateri viitoare. Totusi, prezentari din cadrul conferintei
nu au acoperit multe din domeniile in care conceptul de performance a fost aplicat
de istorici”’. Analizand folosirea cotidiani a insultelor, Burke” si Cohen® au aratat
cd aceste agresiuni verbale simbolice erau vdzute ca afirmari ale masculinititii sau
incercéri de a pata onoarea celuilalt. Nu au fost discutate in cadrul conferintei
rezultatele novatoare aduse de aplicarea grilei interpretative ce pune accentul pe

in prezentarea intitulatd Francisco , Pancho Villa” and Boxing in the Construction of
F iIipmo Militant Identity, 1900-1935.
Sporl and Sporting Performances in 1980°s Communist Romania: Ideology and Propaganda.

220 parte din acestea au fost atinse in treacat in discutiile din cadrul mesei rotunde la care au
participat Alessandro Arcangeli, Christian Biet, Elizabeth Claire, Mariem Guellouz, Felicia McCarren, Ida
Meftahi, Richard Schechner gi Diana Taylor.

2 peter Burke, Historical Anthropology of Early Modern Italy, Cambridge, Cambridge
Umversnty Press, 1987, capitolul ,,Insult and blasphemy in early modern Italy”.
MT. V. Cohen The lay liturgy of affiont in sixteenth-century ltaly, in ,Journal of Social
History”, vol.25, 1992, p. 857-877.

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://www.iini.ro



7 Activitate stiintifica 109

prestatie in arii de cercetare precum istoria emotiilor” sau istoria arhitecturii’®,
pentru a oferi doar doud exemple. De asemenea, nu au fost ridicate nici problemele
metodologice pe care le implicd aplicarea conceptului de performance. Astfel,
pentru a fi recunoscutd de colectivitatea in fata careia are loc, punerea in scend a
unui spectacol trebuie sd respecte anumite conditionari de naturid culturala. Pe de
alta parte, largirea excesiva a definitiei termenului de performance pentru a cuprinde
aproape orice aspect al vietii, poate face ca acest concept sa devina suficient de
ambiguu pentru a nu putea fi utilizat cu succes in cercetarea istorica. Este acest concept
in aceeasi masura potrivit pentru a analiza comportamentul formal al indivizilor in
cadrul unei ceremonii oficiale, respectiv cel informal din viata de zi cu zi?

Daniel Gicu

In vara anului 2019, mai precis intre 5-8 iunie, Institutul de Istorie
»A.D. Xenopol” din lasi a fost gazda primei sale Conferinte nationale, ce se
doreste a cédpita o regularitate anuald. Deschiderea lucrarilor a fost precedata de
decemnarea titlului de membru de onoare al institutului istoricului Stefan Lemny,
actualmente stabilit in Franta. Din punct de vedere organizatoric, evenimentul a
oferit prilejul unor sesiuni tematice, adesea desfasurate in paralel, referitoare atit la
aspecte politice, dar cat si culturale si sociale. In randurile de fat le semnaldm doar
pe cele pe care le-am putut urmdri si nota.

Ziua de 6 iunie a inceput cu o sesiune dedicata istoriografiei, educatiei, presei
si nationalismului, cu prezentari ale istoricilor Stefan Lemny, Florea loancioaia,
Alexandru Gavris, Petru Negura si Marian Hariuc.

A doua sesiune, intitulatd ,,Moravuri si comportament social la inceputurile
modemitatii romanesti”, a reunit comunicari referitoare in principal la secolul al
XIX-lea. Gheorghe Lazir a vorbit despre practicile sociale si relatiile interfamiliale
asa cum se intrevad in discursul testamentar al negustorilor din Tara Romaneasca
la final de secol XVIII si la inceputul veacului al XIX-lea, o tema cu care autorul
este mai mult decdt familiarizat. Petronel Zahariuc a adus in prim plan
personalitatea Saftei Brancoveanu, niscutd Bals, discutatd insd prin prisma
legaturii cu manastirea Viaratec, unde a devenit schimonahie. Aspiratiile dinastice
ale celor doua familii, Balg si Brincoveanu, sunt reliefate de autor prin recursul la
genealogie, portretisticd st document. Doua directii marcheazid comunicarea:
legdtura dintre familia Bals i manastirea aleasd de marea baneasa ca loc de
retragere, respectiv rolul ctitoriei/donatiei ca modalitate de afirmare sociala a elitei.

2 A. Wierzbicka, Emotions across Languages and Culture: Diversity and Universals,
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1999; W. Reddy, The Navigation of Feeling: A Framework
Jor a History of Emotions, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2001.

26 R. Krautheimer, The Rome of Alexander VII, Princeton, NJ, Princeton University Press,
1985; Christopher P. Heuer, The City Rehearsed: Object, Architecture, and the Print in the the
Worlds of Hans Vredeman de Vries, London and New York, Routledge, 2009.
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Acest studiu de caz este o buni pistd de lucru pentru istoria femeii §i legatura cu
spatiul religios, putin explorata in istoriografia romaneascd. Mihai Marza a reliefat
convingitor contributia arhitectilor strdini Johann Freywald si Nicolai Singurov la
arhitectura catedralei din lasi.

O sectiune comuna pentru toti participantii la conferinta a fost cea referitoare
la violentd si coruptie la inceputurile modemnitatii. Cétalina Chelcu si Silviu Vicaru,
doi cercetdtori care s-au aplecat indelung asupra justitiei penale din Moldova
finalului de secolului al XVIII-lea si la inceputul secolului al XIX-lea, publicand
pana acum doud volume consistente legate de activitatea Departamentului
Criminalicesc pana la 1828, au oferit doua contributii importante si, in acelasi timp,
complementare. Pedeapsa domneascé a fost subiectul interventiei primului autor,
care a aratat modul in care traditia bizantina si-a facut loc in reglementarea sa. La
celilalt pol al clasei sociale, Silviu Vacaru a radiografiat manifestérile violentei
domestice in mediul rural al Moldovei de inceput de secol XIX, tindnd cont de
documentele existente la dicasterie si Curtea Criminald. Dovedirea afectirii
iremediabile a trupului (betesug) si schitarea unui profil plurinegativ al acuzatului
(adulter, bataie, depravare) atrdgeau o blamare publica si o pedeapsa aspra.

Dintre comunicdrile prezentate in data de 7 iunie, citeva ne-au retinut atentia.
Primele doua fac parte din sectiunea ,Identitati si migratii in spatiul cultural
roménesc” si se referd la perioada interbelica si imediat urmitoare instaurérii regimului
comunist in Romania. Philippe Henri Blasen s-a oprit asupra invitamantului in limba
polond din satul Poiana Micului, din actuala comun a manastirii Humorului din
judetul Suceava. in perioada studiata, majoritatea populatiei in localitate era
formata din nemti si polonezi, pentru care educatia era instrumentalizatd politic in
timpul dictaturii regale (1938-1940). Scoala si Biserica sunt institutiile atrase intr-o
lupta a nationalismului, in care Cehoslovacia si Polonia se infruntd pentru populatia
din Poiana Micului.

Pentru perioada cronologicd urmitoare, Dorin Dobrincu se opreste asupra
foametei din 1946-1947 si a efectului avut asupra copiilor din Moldova,
prezentdnd solutiile familiale i institutionale pentru depasirea calamitatii. A fost o
surprizd, pentru cd autorul nu ne-a obignuit cu asemenea subiecte istorice.
Manifestatd intr-un context politic complex, cu o ocupatie §i situatie nesiguri,
foametea se dovedeste diferita fatd de alte momente (1907, 1909, de exemplu). Ea
nu are loc intre cele doud cicluri agricole, iar solutiile gasite sunt atit de ordin
national cét si international. Comitetul pentru ajutorare, infiintat in 1946, este
condus de Mihail Sadoveanu si se ocupé cu trimiterea de alimente si imbracaminte.
Una dintre solutii priveste formarea de grupuri de copii pentru a pleca cu trenul in
zone mai bune, chiar excedentare ca recoltd, precum sud-vestul Roméniei sau
Oltenia (,trenurile foametei”). Desi statul era la inceput reticent, treptat, pana la
finalul anului 1946, aproape 60 000 copii intrd in aceastd schema de repartizare
nationald, care apoi se extinde si in tari precum Bulgaria si Polonia. Acesti copii
trec printr-un proces de triere, care presupune o verificare a stirii de sdnitate si
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consemnare a datelor de identificare. Sunt readusi in tara pdna in 1948.
Comunicarea domnului Dobrincu este importantd si pentru maniera in care este
conturatd memoria evenimentului printre copiii deveniti adulti, dar si printre taranii
care 1i primesc pe cei mici in familiile lor. Ca si in cazul lui Philippe Henri Blasen,
exista si aici un interes de durata pentru acest subiect §i nu putem decét s& sperdm
ca cei doi vor materializa In studii ample cercetérile lor.

O alta sectiune a celei de-a doua zile a conferintei nationale de la Iasi s-a
referit la frimantarile modernitatii: politicd, societate, personalitati. Alexandru loan
Cuza, asa cum a fost prezentat de citre Dumitru Vitcu, riméne la nivel
international, inclusiv dupd abdicare, reprezentantul térii sale, perceput a avea o
conduita ireprosabila. Mihai-Stefan Ceausu, cunoscut pentru cercetarile sale asupra
Imperiului habsburgic, a vorbit despre societatea bucovineanid sub impactul
democratizarii vietii politice provinciale. El a aratat semnificatia constitutiei
promulgate de impiaratul Franz Joseph (26 februarie 1861) si a accentudrii
caracterului multietnic al imperiului, fapt care, in cele din urma, a determinat o
scadere a ponderii populatiei roménesti. Vechea generatie aristocratica se implica
tot mai mult in lupta electorald pentru a ajunge sa reprezinte Bucovina la Viena, iar
analfabetismul incepe s fie combitut cu succes. Comunicarea lui Liviu Britescu,
Politica si societate in Romdnia la sfarsitul secolului XIX — inceputul secolului XX.
Actori §i strategii, a generat dezbateri aprinse. Notiunea de ,,societate civild” pentru
care a pledat istoricul a fost consideratd, in general, nepotrivitd pentru aceasta
perioadd; un termen recent, dar a cdrui formare poate fi urmdrita istoric. Liviu
Britescu apreciaza ci in anii 1880—1890 se poate utiliza acest termen pornind de la
ideea ca opinia publicad reprezintd un barometru social care capidtd voce datorita
manifestatiilor care au loc in Transilvania (cu prilejul comemorarii anului 1848, a
lui Horea etc). Insa obiectia principala care se aduce este ci aceste manifestiri nu
erau spontane, ci erau sponsorizate de citre elita politicd din Vechiul Regat. O
parte din asociatii erau patronate politic de persoane care promovau unirea
romanilor, cel mai la indeména exemplu dat fiind Liga de Unitate Culturald a
tuturor Roménilor. Dan Bailan, a realizat o biografie a unui personaj mai putin
discutat al parlamentarismului roménesc: Marius Theodorian-Carada. Incursiunea a
vizat cele doua mandate (inaugurate in 1918 si, respectiv, 1926). Putdnd fi
caracterizat drept un traseist politic (de la liberali la conservatori), Carada s-a
remarcat printr-un retorism ieftin, iar discursurile sale se terminau adesea prin
addugirea fara drept de apel ,,am zis”. Prezentarea autorului nu diferd de cea facuti
aceluiasi personaj de cdtre istoricul Lucian Boia in Germanofilii, unde, in
completare, gasim si avatarurile convertirii lui Carada la catolicism in varianta
unita si, totodata, implicarea sa in politica religioasd de dupa Unire.

Nicoleta Roman
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RECENZII §I NOTE DE LECTURA

VIRGIL ALEXANDRU DRAGALINA, Bdtalia de la Jiu, Bucuresti, Compania
Dan Puric, 2020, 174 p.

Lucrarea lui Virgil Alexandru Dragalina, consacrata primei batalii de la Jiu, din octombrie
1916, incheiata cu respingerea ofensivei germane §i austro-ungare si cu restabilirea frontului in unele
puncte pe linia de granit, reprezintd o evocare partiala si totodatd sugestiva. Este partiala fiindca, pe
de o parte, survine ca evocare omagiala a generalului loan Dragalina in antiteza cu alfi ofiteri
superiori implicati in evenimente, iar pe de alta parte, pentru ca abstrage prima batilie de la Jiu din
contextul de ansamblu al campaniei, o considera chiar ,,cea mai stralucitd si mai categorica victorie
din tot razboiul nostru™ (p. 62), in conditiile in care, strategic vorbind, anul 1916 s-a incheiat cu
infrAngerea armatei romdne, ceea ce scade sensibil importanta pe teren a oricdrei victorii trecatoare.

Desi este partiald, evocarea nu este insd mai putin sugestiva, in primul rand din punct de vedere
militar, intrucét releva importanta spiritului de initiativa i procedeele tactice prin care poate fi contraatacat
cu succes un inamic profitind de lungimea prea mare a comunicatiilor si de expunerea flancurilor sale, dupa
cum relevi si riscurile unei defensive in linie, prin care orice strapungere ajunge sa ameninte intregul front.
(Cu atét mai surprinzitoare opfiunea ini{iala pentru o astfel de aparare, anterior numirii lui loan Dragalina la
comanda Armatei 1 de la Jiu, citd vreme asupra riscurilor in cauzi Carl von Clausewitz avertizase deja cu
circa optzeci de ani Inainte). In al doilea rand din punct de vedere istoric, in masura in care documenteaza
practic atmosfera, preocuparile, atitudinile inregistrate la nivelul de conducere al armatei roméne in 1916,
susceptibile s3 lamureasca mai bine, asadar inclusiv din perspectiva factorului uman, evolutia operatiunilor
pana la sfarsitul anului. Se observa astfel cum trasaturile morale au fost diverse, curajul amestecindu-se cu
teama, hotirdrea cu indecizia §i generozitatea cu meschinaria.

Neagsteptata prin eclectismul ei ni se pare optiunea editoriala de a publica in cuprinsul aceluiasi
volum Cuvintul inainte scris de cétre Dan Puric, ce interpreteaza sacrificiul ofiterilor §i soldatilor
implicati in prima batilie de la Jiu din punctul de vedere metaistoric al unei constiinje romanesti
arhetipale, respectiv Prefata lui Petre Ottu, conceputd in teremnii pozitivi ai criticii documentare.
Indiscutabil, sunt maniere de abordare a chestiunii din cdmpuri de referinta diferite §i ca atare dificil,
daca nu imposibil, de reconciliat metodologic Intr-o lucrare omogena teoretic. Nu este exclus insa ca,
in ceea ce privegte perceptia cititorului, a cirui subiectivitate nu disjunge ci sintetizeaza planurile de
intelegere, cele doua si se regdseasca pe undeva in acelasi registru de rezonanta personald.

Alexandru Mamina

STEFANIA DINU, Mese si meniuri regale: elegantd, fast si bun gust, Bucuresti,
Corint, 2019, 192 p.

Lucrarea Stefaniei Dinu se inscrie in seria preocuparile mai vechi pe care autoarea le are legate
de viata cotidiana in perioada Vechiului Regat i in special cu referire la curtea casei regale a
Roméniei'. Firul urmirit este unul cronologic, cu o discutie asupra meselor §i meniurilor din timpul a

! Stefania Dinu, Viafa cotidiand la Curtea Regald a Romdniei, 1914—1947, Bucuresti, Cartex,
2011. Adaugam expozitiile coordonate §i insotite de albume, dintre care le amintim pe cele referitoare
la moda i vesminte, la transformarile prin care a trecut cladirea Palatului Cotroceni de la un Palat
regal la un Palat al pionierilor sau implicatiile prezenfei familiei regale pe frontul primului razboi
mondial (1916-1918).

»otudii §i materiale de istorie modernd”, vol. XXXIII, 2020, p. 113-120
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patru regi, fiecare cu protocolul si specificul sau. Ca reguli generale, aflaim ca ceremonialul este fixat
oficial inci din 1875 si ca rolul important in stabilirea sarcinilor il are maresalul curtii, iar Curtea
regald era impartitd in trei (Curtea civila, Curtea militard §i Curtea doamnei/reginei). Daca insd
intrdm, asa cum ne propune autoarea, in lumea regalitdtii prin prisma gastronomiei de la curte, aflam
lucruri relevante pentru fiecare domnie. Astfel, curtea regelui Carol I ne apare ca fiind austerd, cu
putine momente de sociabilitate familiala si publicd; in parte datoritd si mortii premature a fiicei,
Maria. Balurile erau rare prin comparatie cu ceea ce intdlnim in timpul succesorilor sai, dar
incursiunea in gastronomia voiajurilor de placere efectuate de Carol I anual, pe Dunire, in compania
familiei si a doctorului Grigore Antipa, este o surpriza.

Dupi moartea lui Carol 1, principesa si viitoarea regind Maria aduce in prim plan picnicul, ora
ceaiului englezesc, diversificad si mai mult meniurile i, fapt inedit, introduce o seara in care familia
regala petrece numai alaturi de personal. Cresterea numarului de evenimente, dar §i a dorintei de a
plia cdt mai mult meniul pe tipul intrunirii, atrage o serie de ,dificultati culinare” dintre care cea mai
importanta, pentru suverand, este gasirea unui bucatar dedicat §i talentat (p. 29-30).

O alta transformare are loc in timpul regelui Carol Il. El pastreaza traditia bucatarilor germani
care sunt specializati intr-o gastronomie francezi, dar doua aspecte noi ii reflects domnia. in primul
rind, ajunge s prefere bunurile de larg consum precum Coca-Cola si, totodata, s& se indrepte spre
mancaruri pe care le-am numi colocvial ,,populare”, spre exemplu cdrnati cu varza si fasole, costita
etc. (p. 79). in al doilea rénd, intdlnim la momente de gal ,,inventii” culinare precum deserturile
»~Dorinta regelui”, ,,Castelul Foisor”, in 1936 (p. 59) sau felurile ,, Traiasca regele” si ,,Carol”, in 1938
(p. 68). Desprinderea de un protocol traditional si indreptarea spre dictatura carlista este evidenta §i in
ce se serveste invitatilor in farfurie. Despre Mihai | consideratiile sunt putine, dar un filon care
credem ci ar oferi multe piste de lucru in viitor si care aici este doar punctat este rolul Economatului
in aprovizionarea Curtii regale in aceste ultime domnii (p. 74-75).

Cartea se incheie cu o anexd documentara referitoare la titulatura si rolul furnizorilor regali,
aspectele financiare (facturi) §i o parte din retetele utilizare. La aceasta se adauga o ilustratie bogata
(p. 97-192), ea in sine un material documentar. Intre aceste fotografii, de un inedit aparte este cea
care o are in centrul atentiei pe mica principesa Maria in vizita la rudele de la Neuwied (1873), sau
cea in care principesa Maria si principesa Elisabeta ne privesc ingaduitoare in timp ce fotograful le-a
surprins in poza la un picnic in muntii Bucegi (cca. 1900). Aceasta ilustratie cuprinde si elemente de
culturd materiald (meniuri, vesela) care vin cu propriul istoric.

in cazul meniurilor se observi o certa evoluie estetica i, totodatd, o ierarhizare in functie de
tipicul evenimentului. Meniurile sunt: simple (pentru membrii familiei regale), cu simboluri heraldice
(pentru mesele oficiale), cu o ilustratie specifica locatiei (castelul Peles, Dunarea) sau momentului
(gala de comemorare, de exemplu). in acest sens, ne apar ca deosebite meniurile servite cu prilejul
inaugurdrii canalului ,,Regele Carol I”, care cuprind fotografii din judetul Tulcea (1906), sau cele
create pentru celebrarea casatoriilor. Aspectul estetic la moment festiv in materie de ilustratie
evolueaza si intalnim o implicare inclusiv a artistilor vremii precum Ottilia Michail-Otetelesanu® sau
Alexandru Poitevin Skeletti’. Dintr-un alt punct de vedere, meniurile pot fi privite si ca un dublu
document: pe langa felurile de mancare oferite la mese sunt si o marturie a celor prezenti, intruct se
observi obignuinta de a include cat mai multe semnaturi.

Pe alocuri textul este descriptiv si ne-am fi dorit o comparatie cu alte case regale europene, sau
o analizad prin prisma observatiilor ficute de criticii din high life-ul roménesc precum Claymoor.
Curiozitatea starnitd de subiect merge si mai departe si poate c@ o prezentare detaliatd a activitatii si
vietii la curte a unuia dintre bucatarii gefi ar fi adus un plus de pitoresc. Insa, chiar si prin atdt cat s-a
intreprins printr-o carte care ajunge la un public mai larg si nu specialist, s-a ficut un pas inainte in ce

? Ottilia Michail-Otetelesanu (1885-1974), pictoritd si plasticiana, specialisti in tehnica
emailului. A lucrat pentru familia regala, iar in perioada regimului comunist pentru Patriarhia Roména.

3 Alexandru Pitevin Skeletti (18791 959), pictor impresionist, membru in societatea ,,Cenaclul
Idealist’” (1915-1935), fondata de Alexandru Severin si Ignat Bednarik si patronati, initial, de regina
Elisabeta a Roméniei.
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priveste un subiect care doar la o primd vedere poate parea facil §i minor, dar care reflectd cu
prisosintd o cultura a elitei.

Nicoleta Roman

OLIVER JENS SCHMITT, Corneliu Zelea Codreanu. Ascensiunea si cdderea
,,Capitanului”, Bucuresti, Humanitas, 2017, 455 p.

Cartea lui Oliver Jens Schmitt, Corneliu Zelea Codreanu. Ascensiunea s§i cdderea
,.Cdpitanului”, ridica o serie de intrebari legate de modemnizarea culturala a Roméniei modeme.
Oliver Jens Schmitt nu este interesat de o analiza structurald a societdtii roméanesti, cu toate ci
biografia sa nu abunda in focaliziri psihologice sau in prezentarea unei traiectorii biografice unice.
Istoricul elvetian apare ca direct preocupat de contextul national extins al anilor 1919-1938 in
Rominia i de moravurile politice autohtone, pastrandu-l, insa, in centru pe omul Zelea Codreanu.

Cum se poate defini succint fascismul romanesc dupa Oliver Jens Schmitt? Acesta este o
emanatie radicalizatd a traditionalismului popular roménesc de dinainte de 1914, ingeménat cu
elemente specifice conservatorismului agrarian de dupa 1880 din Europa centrala si de est. Din
perspectiva autorului, pilonii ideologiei fasciste la roméni sunt, in ordine aleatorie, urmatorii: 1)
nationalism etnic visceral, dublat de xenofobie; 2) antisemitism religios si 3) conceperea statului din
perspectivd ortodoxistd, ca o forma de teocratie. Odatd cu fondarea Roméniei Mari, sovinismul
roméinesc capitd proportii gigantice, minoritatile conlocuitoare, constituind 30% din populatia {arii,
dar si regionalismul neamului neomogen fiind suspectate si detestate politic si cultural. Antisemitismul,
desi, repetim, religios, atestd viziunea anticapitalist-romantica, etang-reactionard, a paturilor de
targoveti, functionari mici §i medii, {arani prosperi §i personal ecleziastic din Romania. Evreul este
numaidecat asociat cu dominatia banului, a creditului si dobénzii camataresti, a cosmopolitismului
urban, a industrializarii §i stiintei moderne. Orasul e salasul diavolului strain. Igiena si educatia
formala sunt acuzate, implicit, de spirit ,,jidanesc”. Ortodoxia, ca forma de viatd sateascd, campestra,
analfabetd, colectivist-gregara, de rugaciune si posturi aspre in vederea celei de-a doua veniri a lui
Mesia, cimenteaza exceptionalismul romanesc fictiv.

Cu toate acestea, daca fascismul s-ar fi redus la aceste citeva idei ordonatoare, atunci am fi
avut un partid parlamentar, Liga Apararii National Crestine, condusd de A. C. Cuza, care isi
formulase programul antisemit inca de dinainte de anul 1914. Aici se poate afirma ca A. C. Cuza este
personalitatea cea mai ingrosata a ideilor politice prezentate in epocad de samanatorismul lui Nicolae
lorga, o versiune ideologica atenuata si hipertalentatd a profesorului din lasi. Ceea ce aduce Legiunea
Arhanghelul Mihail, rebotezatd Garda de Fier si reprezentatd de Partidul Totul pentru Tard, este un
plus de violenta terorista, organizare civila paramilitara i un antiparlamentarism totalitar. Oliver Jens
Schmitt vede in succesul miscarii lui Comneliu Zelea Codreanu rezultatul colaborarii generale a
partidelor politice roméanesti cu gruparea legionara: de la procesul ucigasului prefectului Manciu, in
care criminalul de Corneliu Zelea Codreanu scapd nepedepsit, pdna la impugcarea prim-ministrului
liberal 1. G. Duca in decembrie 1933, statul romén sprijind, incita la si se lasa inoculat cu practici si
politici legionare. Personalititi parlamentare ca Alexandru Vaida-Voevod, luliu Maniu si, pana la un
punct, chiar §i regele Carol al 1l-lea, au incurajat migcarea legionara i blocul fascist din care facea
parte. Comeliu Zelea Codreanu §i A. C. Cuza se aflau intr-o rivalitate acerba pentru putere in
Roménia anilor 1930-1938, dictatura regala armonizénd autoritar §i dizolvand politic ambele directii
de actiune. Sponsorii Gérzii de Fier nu sunt numai membrii sdi cotizanti din paturile de mijloc, ci si
mari industriasi locali. Influenta germano-italiand in politica interna creste semnificativ in Roméania
dupd 1935, dar legionarismul este creatia ideologica cea mai roméaneasca din cele existente pana
atunci. Siguranta, politia, jandarmeria luptd impotriva partidelor de extrema dreapta doar atunci cind
nu primesc ordin sa supravegheze sau sa se alieze conjunctural cu Garda de Fier. Spectrul fascist se
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lirgeste considerabil, pand la nivelul intregului establishment politic in jurul anului 1938. Clerul,
aparatul judiciar si cel de ordine internd, functionarimea §i profesorimea statului sunt pas cu pas mai
legionare in gandire, actiune si crez. in ciuda luptei retorice impotriva politicianismului, expresia coruptiei
banului ,,evreiesc”, legionarii stabilesc relatii cAnd de dusmanie, cind amiabile cu autoritafile statului.
Comerful §i restaurantele legionare sunt cautionate de puterea suverana.

In acest climat de amestecuri si delimitiri incerte, dar, totusi, unul fascist, personalitatea
Cipitanului reiese ca fiind una contradictorie. Crescut intr-o familie nafionalistd din Bucovina, educat
in spiritul cazon al liceelor militare, ortodox aplecat spre misticism, sportiv, auster, om al faptei, nu al
studiului, Comneliu Zelea Codreanu, cavalerul-haiduc al ortodoxiei moldo-valahe, capoteazid dupa
1933 din pricina nesigurantei sale politice. Capitanul nu era un intrigant ambitios, un strateg politic
ingenios, un demagog persuasiv sau un cap ideologic proeminent. Misticismul ortodoxist, reprezentat
de cultul mortii sacrificiale (Codreanu — sa nu uitam — moare ca un martir legionar) si de dispretul
pentru lucrurile materiale, dispre{ dus pani la pasivitate si dezinteres pentru organizarea de partid, se
acutizeaza in anii cind migcarea sa creste numeric §i devine cea mai populard grupare politica de
mas3 din Roménia interbelicd. Falsificarea de catre guvern a alegerilor parlamentare din 1937 nu
reuseste si stavileascd avantul Partidului Totul pentru Tard, in spatele céruia se aflase ca lider i
organizator batranul general Cantacuzino-Granicerul, liderul legionar care facea legitura dintre tinerii
fascigti si vechi familii boieresti roménesti. Moartea sa naturald, alaturi de cea in acfiune a eroilor
fascigti lon Mota §i Vasile Marin, a constituit un spectacol politic de exceptie, imbinarea dintre
legionarism si ortodoxie atingdndu-si poate punctul culminant in acest moment.

De altfel, Oliver Jens Schmitt accentueaza delirul colectiv provocat de asa-numita minune de
la Maglavit ca punctul terminus de dupa care legionarismul devine ideologia dominanta in Romania
interbelica. Saricia, ignoranta, frica de schimbare si incertitudinea morala aduse de lumea moderna ii
determina pe milioane de romani si fie de acord cu — sau si fie deschisi la — forme politice fasciste.
Mai mult de atét, caracterul antibolsevic §i teama identitard de Uniunea Sovieticd a legionarismului
sunt politicd de stat autorizatd incd din 1918 in Romania. Legiunea este anihilatd din pricina
incapacitatii lui Corneliu Zelea Codreanu de a lua o pozitie clara fata de regele Carol al 11-lea, cel mai
corupt politician interbelic, §i institufia monarhiei. Zelea Codreanu este un monarhist devotat tradifiei
regale romanesti de dupa 1866, dar, in anumite momente ce au urmat anului 1933, acesta devenise un
alt politican anti-carlist. Avand in vedere aceastd ambivalenta ideologica si crestinismul renuntarii pe
care il practica visator Capitanul in anii 1936-1938, legionarii, factionalizafi in interior, i scapd de
sub control. Propensiunea spre violentd si rasturnarea ordinii politice vor fi capitalizate de gruparea
banateanului Horia Sima si de liderul militar lon Antonescu, imediat ce dictatura lui Carol al Il-lea,
inspirat la orice nivel de legionarism, se prabuseste in septembrie 1940. Se poate spune ca fascismul
triumfa in Romania incepand abia cu anul morfii lui Comneliu Zelea Codreanu. Marturiile i
documentele aduse ca dovezi de Oliver Jens Schmitt demonstreaza dimensiunea larga, de masd, dar si
pe cea institutionala a legionarismului autohton, fie si acesta degrevat de figura legendari a Cépitanului.

Cercetatorul merge ceva mai adanc in monografia sa. Acesta sustine ca legionarismul ar fi
devenit cu adevarat agresiv atunci cand baza sa de adeziune {arineasci a fost incet-incet inlocuita de
una muncitoreascd. Proletarii sunt rdspunzatori, alimentafi de un stngism primar, ,,social-
revolutionar”, de activitatile din ce in ce mai crude, mai salbatice si mai anarhice ale legionarilor dupa
1938. Credem c@ aceasta este o interpretare alimentatd de prejudecati ideologice de tipul ,,nazismul
este totuna cu stalinismul”, curente in discursul de dreapta romanesc post 1989. Corpul Muncitoresc
Legionar a fost incercarea propagandistica, $i nu numai, a radicalilor de dreapta autohtoni de a coopta
membri din clasa angajatilor industriali, dar sd ne aducem aminte c@ Partidul Comunist a fost interzis
in perioada interbelicd, membrii sai condamnati la ani grei de Inchisoare politica, grevele indbusite in
sange, iar orice formd de publicitate a ideilor de stinga agresatd tocmai de vulgata fascistd atdt de
raspanditd §i susfinutd in Roménia. Bolsevismul, marea finan{3 si francmasoneria erau intrepatrunse
din perspectiva paranoica, ilogica si falsd a inamicilor lor doctrinari. in vreme ce statul sustinea sau
retraducea in limbaj birocratic corpusul doctrinar fascist, Carol al 1I-lea imitdndu-1 fira succes, dupi
1938, pe Benito Mussolini, social-democratia nu putea supravietui in atmosfera publici roméaneasca.
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Pe de alta parte, Oliver Jens Schmitt traseaza just istoria mostenirii legionare in national-
ceaugismul comunist. Nicolae Ceausescu prezida un regim de stdnga care folosea simbolic mijloace
legitimatoare de inspiratie legionara. Pe masura ce regimul siu personal se apropia de final, Nicolae
Ceaugescu susfinea un nationalism etnic roménesc fascistoid §i o viziune organicista a vietii politice
in Roménia de sorginte legionara. Legionarii in etate, care au trecut prin temnitele staliniste ale anilor
1950, il simpatizau pe Nicolae Ceaugescu, in care, exceptind ateismul oficial al regimului, identificau
un lider solidar cu invataturile lor politice. In definitiv, lozinca ,,totul pentru Tard” se poate aplica cu
usurinta si regimului de industrializare fortatd national-ceausista. Volumul Corneliu Zelea Codreanu.
Ascensiunea si cdaderea ,,Cdpitanului” este, fard indoiald, una dintre cele mai serioase si credibile
carti de istorie moderna scrise despre spatiul romanesc.

Dan-Alexandru Chita

ARTHUR DROULEZ C.M,, Histoire de la mission lazariste de Macédoine (1839—
1939), Istanbul, Les Editions Isis, 2018, 268 p.

Acest volum este scris de autor in 1943, dar alte lucrari dedicate de A. Drouléz Smimnei,
Albaniei sau Constantinopolului pe acelasi subiect intregesc orice aplecare stiintifica asupra istoriei
subiectului. Volumul poate fi privit ca o sursa asupra misiunilor occidentale catolice in Levant si este
o contributie majora in ceea ce priveste relatiile interconfesionale in perioada otomana s§i post-
otomani. Totodata, are conexiuni §i cu istoria educatiei si a Bisericii, dar mai ales cu procesul de
formare a identitatii populatiilor din sud-estul Europei. Lazaristii sunt un ordin religios fondat la Paris
in 1625 si care isi pierd din importanta in secolul al XVIll-lea, dar revin in atentia epocii moderne
prin misiunile de convertire din veacul urmator. Ei renasc din propria cenusé in zona balcanica §i se
stabilesc la Kavala, Bitolja, Gevgeli, Salonic, Monastir si in alte localitat;.

Misiunea lazaristd din Macedonia apare ca o reactie la faptul ca in 1839 sultanul Abdul Medjid
a declarat egalitatea pentru toti supusii sai, inclusiv cu referire la cultul i religia practicati. Ea
urmiregte ,regenerarea popoarelor din Orient” (p. 32), se impune treptat §i este folositd impotriva
influentei rusesti. Astfel, lazarigtii nu apar in calitate de propagatori ai catolicismului ca reactie la
Islam, ci ca o reactie la prezenta tot mai mare a ortodocsilor greci §i rusi. Se insinueazéd pe fondul
unor discutii aprinse pentru crearea unei Biserici bulgare autonome fata de patriarhatul grec de la
Constantinopol. Ei aproape ca 1i echivaleaza la nivel public pe slavi cu bulgarii cétre care 1si indreapta
eforturile, fapt care atrage reactii din partea celorlalte etnii, grecii fonddnd un consulat la Monastir in 1859.

Pe parcursul lucririi se observa parteneriatul existent intre aceastd misiune si Fiicele Caritatii
(Filles de la Charite, care vin din Franga in 1839 in Imperiul otoman), surorni care patrund in mediul
rural din jurul Salonicului unde deschid scoli pentru fete si spitale. Lazaristii fac acelasi lucru pentru
bdieti, iar misiunea lor de convertire prin educatie se propaga printre bulgan i sarbi. Textul este
considerat de istoricul bulgar Raia Zaimova ca unic pentru istoria comunitatii de la Zeytinlik si istoria
seminarului din localitate, fondat de catolicii francezi in 1885. Aici se vede, in opinia sa, cel mai bine
aceasta intrepatrundere si colaborare intre cele doua misiuni venite din Franta. Copiii, dupa finalizarea
educatiei primite prin intermediul misiunilor, ajung si fie angajati la ferme, in intreprinderi mici sau
in aparatul administrativ al statului. Surorile obtin venituri din recolte de 2—-3000 franci pe an, din
inchirierea unei case pe care o detin la Salonic dar §i din alocatii primite, in timp ce cheltuielile pentru
o fata s@raca sunt de 100 franci; cu toate acestea, ele reclama constant lipsuri financiare.

Misiunea lazaristd organizeaza prelegeri §i seminarii pentru educarea preotilor astfel incat,
conform celor consemnate de Drouléz, in jurul anului 1898 erau in Macedonia intre 5-6000 catolici.
In timpul lui Emile Cazot, al saselea conducéator al misiunii (1897-1914), este creata si o revista
(1908), un buletin de 32 pagini scris atdt in franceza cét si in bulgara (p. 183—184). Interesant pentru
istoria romanilor este ceea ce se intdmpla cu valahii de la Ohrida. Cartierul roménesc din Ohrida avea
80 case, biserica, scoald, §i atat profesorii cat si preotul solicitau ca limba folosita si fie romana; insa
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20 de familii erau pentru trecerea la catolicism in forma unité (p. 187). in aceste conditii, consulul
francez din Monastir atrigea aten{ia misiunii lazariste ca trebuia profitat. Astfel, diplomatii straini capatd un
rol semnificativ in aceastd istorie a relafiilor interconfesionale, fiind parghii de presiune si de influenta.

Un alt aspect este cel legat de identitatea nationala §i instrumentalizarea directorilor de ziare in
scop politic. Exemplul directorului ziarului ,,Macedonia”, Petko R. Slaveikov, un liberal bulgar de
marca, este semnificativ, el fiind acuzat ca ar fi agent al ambasadorului rus (p. 52). Se intrevede §i o
lupta intre revolutionarii care sustin autonomia Macedoniei, obtinutad chiar prin fortd, si cei care
pledeaza pentru un progres cultural pasnic; ea se duce inclusiv in aceste scoli ale misionarilor.
Anarhistii sunt §i ei prezenti la Salonic, unul stabilindu-se ldnga casa misiunii lazariste in 1903, iar
infruntarea dintre autoritajile otomane si acesta produce pagube cladirii preotilor (p. 186).

Lichidarea misiunii dureaza cincisprezece ani (1914—1939) si se suprapune cu desfasurarea
rizboiului i clarificarea statutului proprietitilor detinute. Cartea de fata, pe alocuri cu un stil greoi,
este extrem de bogata in informatie i cu referiri culturale bine explicate in note. Este necesaré pentru
oricine ar dori si infeleaga rolul misiunilor religioase de convertire si locul special ocupat de bulgari
in acest proces din sud-estul Europei.

Nicoleta Roman

GEORGES VIGARELLO, Istoria costumului feminin din Evul Mediu pdnd astazi,
Bucuresti, Editura Centrului Cultural Lumina, 2019, 216 p.

Numele lui Georges Vigarello este legat de introspectiile asupra trupului vazut din prisma
sandtatii, a constructiei sale sociale prin raportare la canoanele si idealurile unei anumite epoci. Din
acest ultim punct de vedere istoria siluetei (2012) si a obezitatii (2010) vin ca o prelungire a celebrei
sale istorii a frumusetii (2004), toate publicate la editura Seuil. Colaborarile sale cu Alain Corbin si
Jean-Jacques Courtine au adus istoriografiei volume colective de referintd in ce priveste istoria
predominant in abordare, iar volumul de fatd este traducerea in limba romana, realizatd de citre
Cristina Créciun, a lucrarii sale La Robe: une histoire culturelle du Moyen Age & aujourd’hui (Paris,
Seuil, 2017). O aparifie trecutd cu vederea poate tocmai pentru cd editura din Roménia fine de
Primiria Bucurestiului i nu este cunoscuta. Insa nu trebuie sa fie asa deoarece volumul este deosebit,
de o calitate grafica aparte, iar traducerea urmeaza indeaproape textul original, cu adaptarile de
rigoare. Exista cdteva greseli tipografice, dar ele nu diminueaza bucuria de a avea un astfel de text-
album. O avertizare pentru cititor: este vorba de un material de popularizare scris de Vigarello, insi
initiativa este una profesionist realizata §i departe de obisnuinta locala. In lucrarea sa, autorul francez
citeaza si dialogheaza cu istoriografia subiectului, integreaza surse din cele mai variate, iar notele gi
bibliografia nu lipsesc. Este, deci, o carte care poate fi folosita i de specialisti, nu se adreseaza doar
publicului larg.

Lucrarea de fata se imparte in sase capitole, fiecare cu un fir cronologic ce marcheazi o
transformare in vestimentajia feminind §i care puncteaza importanta geometriei, verticalitatii,
constrangerilor (fizice si ideologice), artificiilor si tehnologiei, supletei trupului i individualismului
uman, Pentru evul mediu doud obiecte sunt esentiale, corsetul cu siret si centura. impreun, ele
creeazd efectul de inal{ime, dezvaluie doar atat cét trebuie din corp pentru a exista o (re)prezentare
public ntr-un mod cuviincios §i subtiazi talia, incadrand-o in canonul de frumusete. Corsajul este
acceptat de toate clasele sociale §i doar materialul face diferenta. Doud inventii sunt relevante in
trecerea la urmitoarea etapd: vertugadin-ul, creat in Spania §i basquina. Prima este un mecanism
realizat din cercuri tari, amplasat pe un material textil pentru a rotunji si largi rochia in partea de jos.
A doua se refera la partea de sus a vesmantului, unde corsetul cu siret are forma unei palnii rigide. in
aceastd formalitate a costumului de curte, Vigarello este de aceeasi parere ca si Jean Delumeau:
frumusetea ,,viseazi la structura matematicd” (p. 26). Totusi, corsetele evolueaza de la o intenfie care
priveste snitatea individului, la cosmetizarea aparentei. incep cu o structura de fier pentru a corecta
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anatomia dupa indicatiile doctorului Ambroise Paré, pentru a fi preluate de aristocraie intr-un joc ce
ascunde geometria corpului, sireturile fiind apoi inlocuite de copci. Si astfel, la final de secol XVI
verticalitatea devine importanta, transformand ideea de frumusete: ,,bustul devine o tija instalatd pe
rochie, care functioneazad ca un piedestal, iar deasupra bustului se afla un chip ca o floare” (p. 42).
Este o frumusete si o estetica in care femeia are un rol decorativ, asemeni unei statui.

Avansand cu un secol, rochia pierde volum, totul este strans mai putin. Acest veac al XVII-lea
este divizat. Este perioada austeritdtii marcatd de domnia lui Henric IV al Frantei si de echilibrul pe
care el il cauta intre cultura protestanta si cea catolica, dupa un razboi sangeros ce a culminat prin masacrul
din noaptea sfintului Bartolomeu. Este §i perioada unei exacerbari a consumului §i a podoabeli,
vizibila, aplaudata dar si blamata, a regelui Soare. intre cele doud, un timp al tranzitiei prin domnia lui
Ludovic XIII. Nimic nu se schimba in mod fundamental, sunt mici transformari, pasi necesari.

in veacul Luminilor corsetul este contestat de literati si inamorati, dar si de ginditorii vremii
care 1i dau un inteles politic. Frumusetea trebuie sd urmeze natura, nu trebuie corectatd; se vrea
mobilitate si lejeritate. Revolutia franceza raspunde indirect problemei si, pentru o perioada, se asistd
si la o ,revolutie a rochiei”. Reperele franceze, care se impun global, sunt simplitatea, fluiditatea,
liniile drepte, inlaturarea taliei, bustul §i decolteul vizibil. Rochia este reinventatd prin raportare la
fondatorii democratiei, la clasicitatea romana §i greaca. Riscul acestei bruste treceri nu este calculat
bine intrucdt rochia lasa prea mult sa se intrevada, iar formele incitéd o sexualitate pana atunci latenta.
Se pune problema pudorii, a imoralitatii prin vestimentatie, care este asociatd dezechilibrului social.
Dupa Napoleon, se revine la formalitate, la rochia ampla si corset.

Secolul al XIX-lea este secolul tranzitiei §i al democratizarii graduale in costum, iar comertul
profitd de acest aspect. Numai intre 1828 si 1848 existda 64 forme de corset (p. 103), fara s mai ludm
in considerare variantele de modele de rochii si combinatiile de materiale. Crinolina este eseniala, iar
reperul riméne tot Franta, insa cea a imparatesei Eugénie. Rochia se restrange treptat, la fel ca §i
arcurile care se ascund, iar in anii 1880 ramane doar turnura. Eliberarea corpului feminin coincide cu
impunerea profilului ,,serpentin”, iar ulterior a , tijei”.

La inceputul secolului XX silueta este subtire, dinamica, iar materialele sunt fluide, lipsite de
ostentatie §i de o impodobire excesiva. Se¢ vad picioarele, se intrevad formele, dar nu pielea. Rochia se
scurteaza treptat, iar primul razboi si criza economicd impun un timp al sobrietitii. Corsetul dispare,
iar in anii postbelici coexista doua profiluri vestimentare (evazarea si subtierea). Patrunde taiorul, un
deux-piéces care urmeaza anatomia, dar este asociat unui profesionalism elegant si, totodata, castiga
teren pantalonul in variate combinatii de materiale si culori.

Emanciparea femeii, depdsirea imaginii pur decorative $i recunoasterea ei ca un actor social
activ in societate §i in domeniul muncii se reflecta inclusiv in costum. Anii 1965-1980 inseamna
lejeritate, un stil confortabil, iar ulterior se exploreaza intimitatea, sensibilitatea si relatia personald cu
haina; stilul hippie este elocvent in ce inseamna o libertate pe deplin asumata. Concluzia lui Georges
Vigarello devine astfel evidentd prin raportare la istoria culturala a costumului feminin: ,,nu se mai
impune un artificiu exterior, ci se afirma absolut inedit un imperativ decisiv, dictat din interior” (p.
203). Dar péni la acest moment existd un intreg traseu de rupturi §i continuititi care fac din simpla
rochie a femeii un martor al schimbarilor de rol i statut al purtatoarei.

Nicoleta Roman

ALAN MCKEE (coordonator), Beautiful Things in Popular Culture, Malden, MA,
Blackwell Publishing, 2007, 231 p.

Volumul pleacd de la presupunerea gresita a multor intelectuali din mediul academic, potrivit
carora, in domeniul culturii populare, consumatorii accepta ca atare produsele culturale ce le sunt
oferite de catre producitori. Greseala provine din faptul c3, desi stiu foarte bine ceea ce Theodor
Adomo, Stuart Hall, John Fiske sau Harold Bloom au scris despre cultura populara, acesti intelectuali
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nu consuma si nu cunosc produsele culturale desemnate drept cultura populara. Pentru Harold Bloom,
care exclude din start benzile desenate cu Batman, atunci cind propune un canon literar occidental,
toate episoadele aventurilor lui Batman sunt in aceeasi masura lipsite de valoare. Existd insid o
comunitate de oament ce au alcatuit o ierarhie clara a diferitelor benzi desenate cu Batman, valorizdnd
din punct de vedere estetic unele episoade, in detrimentul altora. Aceste criterii ce stau in spatele
alegerilor estetice facute de consumatorii culturii populare reprezintd obiectul analizei lui Alan
McKee, coordonatorul volumului recenzat.

Cele treisprezece eseuri ce alcituiesc volumul, scrise de autori aflati intr-o dubla ipostaza, de
cercetdtori in mediul academic, dar si consumatori ai produselor culturale analizate, incearca asadar
sa identifice criteriile care i-au determinat pe consumatorii de culturd populara s& aleaga: cel mai bun
scriitor contemporan de povestiri cu supereroi (Brian Michael Bendis); cea mai bund banda desenata
cu Batman (The Dark Night Returns); cel mai bun roman despre un ucigas in serie (Red Dragon); cel
mai bun scriitor australian de romane de dragoste (Emma Darcy); cel mai bun website pentru
homosexuali (cruisingforsex.com); cel mai bun jucédtor de baschet (Michael Jordan); cei mai buni
pantofi sport (Nike Air Max Classic TW); cel mai bun joc pentru PC (Grand Theft Auto); cea mai
bund motocicletd (Ducati 916 Superbike); cel mai bun film de propaganda (Humphrey Jennings, The
Silent Village, 1943); cel mai bun erou negativ din serialul TV Xena: Printesa razboinica (Alti); cea
mai buni cantareatd de muzica pop (Kyle Minogue) si cel mai bun LP de muzica disco (Sharon Redd,
Never Give You Up).

Fie ca este vorba despre literatura, filme, muzica sau obiecte materiale, consumatorii sunt de
acord cd produsele culturii populare nu necesitd un capital cultural ridicat sau un inalt nivel de
educatie pentru a putea fi consumate. Totusi, in fiecare din domeniile studiate de cei care au contribuit
la realizarea volumului, exista o categorie de cunoscatori care analizeaza cu atentie si discutd despre
calitatile estetice ale produselor consumate. Asa cum o arata cele treisprezece studii, disputele privind
criteriile de evaluare estetica sunt reglementate de procese similare celor ce functioneaza la nivelul
aga-zisei culturi inalte. Editurile, librériile, muzeele, galeriile de artd, cadrele didactice, criticii etc. au
autoritatea culturala ce le permite sé@ stabileascd criteriile de evaluare esteticd, reproduse apoi prin
intermediul sistemului educational. In mod similar, in cultura populari, departamentele de vanzari ale
caselor de discuri, televiziunilor sau editurilor comerciale, criticii de film sau de muzica au autoritatea
culturald ce le permite sd aleaga un produs in detrimentul altuia. Totusi, spre deosebire de cultural
inalta, in cultura populard accesul consumatorilor la capitalul cultural necesar pentru a obtine
validarea propriilor judecati estetice este mult mai facil. Si asta pentru ci institutiile oficiale si
sistemul educational nu au fost interesate si reglementeze acest domeniu, ceea ce le-a permis fanilor,
cunoscitorilor culturii populare sa isi creeze propriile institutii de validare estetica (p. 216).

Si in cadrul acestor comunitéti de connaisseurs, gusturile estetice functioneazi ca un criteriu
prin care grupul respectiv se distinge de alte grupuri, ale caror judecdti estetice sunt devalorizate,
proces descris de Pierre Bourdieu, in Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste
(London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1984). Astfel, cunoscitorii se delimiteaza estetic de ,,mase”, de
cei care nu fac o distinctie intre diferitele povesti cu Batman sau pentru care toatd muzica pop este la
fel, de exemplu.

Desigur ci limitarile editoriale au facut ca alegerea produselor culturale analizate sa nu fie una
exhaustivd. Provenienta consumatorilor ale caror alegeri au fost studiate, precum si afilierea
institutionald a autorilor au facut insd ca volumul si vorbeasca despre o culturd populara anglo-
saxond, in mare partea australiand. De aici si unele alegeri: cea mai buni cantdreatd pop e din
Australia, cele mai bune romane de dragoste sunt scrise de cuplu australian Wendy si Frank Brennan
(ce au publicat sub pseudonimul Emma Darcy). Totusi, tonul antrenant, ugor glumet pe alocuri, dar
fara a pierde din seriozitatea analizei, precum i faptul c3 trateazd un subiect inci destul de putin
abordat, recomanda acest volum.

Daniel Gicu
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REVISTA REVISTELOR ISTORICE

Din ,,Studii §i Materiale de Istorie Contemporana”, Volumul 18/2019, amintim pentru insolitul
temei textul semnat de Florin Anghel, Cotidianul mdarunt al Dobrogei de Sud. Ce a vizut lordan
lovkov (1880-1937) la frontiera cu Romdnia? Este vorba despre o prezentare sinteticd a imaginii
Cadrilaterului in proza scriitorului si diplomatului lordan lovkov, locuitor al regiunii intre 1897-1902,
1904-1912 si din toamna lui 1918 pana la inceputul anului urmator. Apropiat ca preocupari si ca stil
de Mihail Sadoveanu, acesta nu s-ar fi lasat atras de tusa exotic-orientald recognoscibild in perceptia
boemei bucurestene interbelice, consemnand in schimb un mediu rural patriarhal, sau cel putin la
distanta de trepidatia oraselor modemne, cu case mici inconjurate de gradini §i cu oameni autentici
(tdrani, functionari) surpringi in secvente de viatd cotidiana. Trebuie sa adaugdm totusi ca, desi
autorul articolului insistd asupra perspectivei realiste, din insasi prezentarea lui putem sa banuim ci
proza lui lordan lovkov nu a fost stridina de o componenta cu iz fantastic sau in marja legendarului, pe
care credem cé@ o regasim in citatul din povestirea Hotii. Fara sa o fi parcurs integral, nu avansim,
desigur, decat o impresie sub beneficiul de inventar al verificarii ulterioare.

Ceea ce ni se pare discutabil este insa alt aspect, si anume opozitia acreditatd de Florin Anghel
intre viziunea edulcorata si romantioas3d a boemei bucurestene asupra Dobrogei, respectiv realismul
frust al lui lordan lovkov. In primul rand, ce ar putea fi edulcorat si romantios in romanul Joana,
mentionat cu titlu de exemplu in articol, sau in reprezentarea plastica a Balcicului? O astfel de
evaluare ar insemna s3 reducem drama psihologico-afectivd si influentele impresioniste la conditia
minord a melodramei §i a unui afig de spectacol bulevardier, ceea ce nu credem ca este cazul. In al
doilea rand, chiar §i realismul amintit, concentrat pe nota locala si traditionald, ajunge s@ exprime la
randul sdu exotismul tinutului dobrogean fata de metropola urband, adica exact in sensul in care-l
receptau literatii, artistii i reporterii din capitala.

Pentru un excurs ulterior, aprofundat, de istoria imaginarului sau de literatura comparata,
articolul deschide o pista de cercetare. Fapt cu att mai apreciabil, cu cét apare in contextul unui
numdr al revistei tributar in general descriptivismului termn.

Alexandru Mamina

Spre deosebire de mediul academic si universitar de la Bucuresti sau de la Iasi, unde subiectul
revolutiei din 1848-1849 pare sa nu mai stdrmeasci acelasi interes ca altiddata, la Cluj-Napoca raméne
inca in actualitate. Semnalam sub acest aspect, din ,,Anuarul Institutului de Istorie «George Baritiu»,
Series Historica, LVIII, 2019, articolul semnat de losif Marin Balog, Revolufia romédna de la 1848~
1849 in Transilvania: vechi i noi controverse istoriografice, in care autorul prezintd pozitiile
polemice ale istoricilor roméni si maghiari cu privire indeosebi la exercitiul violentei §i la numarul
victimelor de o parte si de alta.

Remarcdm in particular punctul de vedere al lui losif Marin Balog, potrivit ciruia razboiul
roménilor din Transilvania a reprezentat un veritabil rdzboi national, avind ca obiectiv controlul
teritoriului pe care natiunea romédna era majoritard. Din atare perspectiva, acesta poate fi inteles in
acelasi orizont interpretativ ca si razboaiele italienilor, polonezilor sau maghiarilor (nu tocmai §i ale
germanilor), adicd — adaugam noi — in sensul unui efort de realizare a statului-natiune, conform
principiului autodeterminarii. Nu insistim asupra cauzelor care au grevat aplicarea principiului
autodetermindrii in principatul Transilvaniei, incepand cu decizia de ,,uniune” cu Ungaria, votata in
Dieta de la Cluj fara ca romanii s3 fi fost consultati. Retinem insi ideea razboiului national,
subsumabil migcarii de emancipare general-europeana de la 1848-1849, in opozitie cu opiniile care,
criticdnd nationalismul roménilor transilvaneni, reduc semnificatia rezistentei lor armate la o ipostaza
a contrarevolutiei habsburgice.

Alexandru Mamina

»Studii §i materiale de istorie moderna”, vol. XXXIII, 2020, p. 121-122
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122 Revista revistelor istorice 2

Semnaldm aparitia revistei ,,Enigmele Istoriei”, Anul I, Nr. 1, 30 ianuarie — 26 februarie 2020.
Este o revistd de popularizare, scoasd insad in conditii grafice foarte bune si cu articole de interes
inclusiv pentru specialisti, de pilda acela semnat de catre Liviu Taranu, Miscarea legionard i primul
deceniu de democrafie populard, consacrat modalititilor in care legionarii, confruntati cu represiunea
comunistd, au incercat s3-si prezerve identitatea, daca nu organizationald, cel putin moral-ideologica,
un rol central in acest sens avandu-1 cantecele din inchisori pe versuri de Radu Gyr, lon Pillat si altii.
Se degaja astfel o sensibilitate incarcatd de sentimentul martirajului dar §i de asteptarea vindicativa a
vocatia suferintei presupus purificatoare si exercitiul violentei legitimat retributiv.

Revista contine st o contributie documentara (prima parte in acest numdr), publicatd de citre
Constantin Comeanu sub titlul Malta [2-3 decembrie 1989]. Stenograma unei intdlniri. Este vorba,
desigur, despre intalnirea dintre Mihail S. Gorbaciov §i George Bush, ilustrativd in ceea ce priveste
problematica internationald si raporturile sovieto-americane la sférsitul ,,razboiului rece”. Un sfargit
intrevazut atunci de cei doi lideri in termenii unei colaborari bilaterale, transformat insa rapid intr-o
victorie geopolitica indiscutabila a Statelor Unite ale Americii, care timp de circa un sfert de secol,
pani la emergenta Rusiei putiniste, au ramas practic singura mare putere mondiala.

Alexandru Mamina
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